
September 07, 2025 

Transfer of the Nativity of the Theotokos  
 

Today in the Holy Orthodox Church, 
we celebrate the Nativity of our Most-holy 
Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary. 

The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged 
parents, Joachim and Anna.  Her father 
was of the lineage of David, and her 
mother of the lineage of Aaron.  Thus, she 
was of royal birth by her father and of 
priestly birth by her mother.  In this, she 
foreshadowed Him Who would be born of 
her as King and High Priest.  Her parents 
were quite old and had no children.  
Because of this they were ashamed before 

men and humble before God.  In their humility they prayed to God with 
tears, to bring them joy in their old age by giving them a child, as He 
had once given joy to the aged Abraham and his wife Sarah by giving 
them Isaac. The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a 
joy that surpassed all their expectations and all their most beautiful 
dreams; for He gave them not just a daughter, but the Mother of God.  
She was Mary, Full of grace, Blessed among women, the Temple of 
the Holy Spirit, the Altar of the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly 
Bread, the Ark of God’s Holiness, the Tree of the Sweetest Fruit, the 
Glory of the race of man, the Praise of womanhood, and the Fount of 
virginity and purity. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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THE EPISTLE 

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18) 

Brethren, see how large a letter I have written to you with my own hand. As 
many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to be 
circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the Cross of Christ. For 
not even those who are circumcised do themselves keep the Law; but they 
desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid 
that I should boast, except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom 
the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus, neither 
circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as 
many as walk according to this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon 
the Israel of God. Henceforth, let no one trouble me; for I bear in my body the 
brand-marks of the Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit, brethren. Amen. 

ِّصْ  كْ ْْشعبكََْْربْ ْياْخل   .ميراثَكَْْوبارِّ
ْ.الهيْأصرخْ ْربْ ْياْإليكَْ

سولٌٌِبولسٌُ ٌالقدّيسٌٌِرسالةٌٌِمِنٌ ٌفصلٌ    6:11)-(18 غلاطيةٌأه لٌٌِإلىٌالر 
وَة ،ْْيا ظَمَْْْماْْن ظ رواأ ْْْإخ  تاباتِّْْْأع  واْْأنْ ْْدونَْي ريْْْالذينَْْْك لْ ْْإنْ ْْ.بِّيَديْْإلَي ك مْ ْْكَتبَ ت هاْْالتيْْالكِّ ْالجَسَدِّْْْبَحَسَبِّْْْي رض 

ونَك مْ  م  تتَِّن وا،ْْأنْ ْْي ل زِّ طَهَدواْْلِّئلَ ْْْذلِّكَْْْوإن ماْْتخَ  نْ ْْي ض  لِّْْْمِّ تتَِّنونَْْْالذينَْْْلأنْ ْْ.المَسيحِّْْْصَليبِّْْْأج  ْْلْْْأنَ ف س ه مْْه مْ ْْيَخ 
رواْْتخَتتَِّن واْْأنْ ْْي ريدونَْْْإن ماْْبَلْ ْْالناموسَْْْيَحفَظ ونَْ يَف تخَِّ ك مْ ْْلِّ سادِّ اْْ.بِّأجَ  رَْْْأنْ ْْليْْفَحاشىْْأنا،ْْأم  ْْبِّصَليبِّْْْإلْ ْْأف تخَِّ

لِّبَْْْبِّهِّْْْالذيْْالمَسيحِّ،ْْيَسوعَْْْرَب ِّنَا لِّب تْ ْوأناْْليْْالعالَمْ ْْص  تانْ ْْلَي سَْْْيَسوعَْْْالمَسيحِّْْْفيْْلأن ه ْْْ.لِّل عالَمِّْْْص  ءْ ْْالخِّ ْْولْْبِّشَي 
،ْْهذاْْبِّحَسَبِّْْْيَسل ك ونَْْْالذينَْْْوكلْ ْْ.الجَديدَة ْْْالخَليقَة ْْْبلَِّْْْالقَلَفْ  مْ ْْالقانونِّ مَة ْْْسَلمْ ْفعََلَي هِّ ْْفَلْْ.اْللْإس رائيلِّْْْوعلىْْورَح 
لِّبْ  لْ ْْفَإن ِّيْْْبعَ د ،ْْفيماْْأتَ عابا ْْْأحََدْ ْْعَليَْ ْْيَج  ماتِّْْْجَسَديْْفيْْْحامِّ ِّْْْسِّ ب  ك مْ ْْمَعَْْْالمسيحِّْْْيَسوعَْْْرَب ِّناْْنِّع مَة ْْْ.يَسوعْْْالر  ْْروحِّ
وَة ْْأي ها  .آمين.ْالإخ 
 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17) 

The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from 
heaven, the Son of man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  For 
God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through Him.” 

لٌ  ةٌٌِمِنٌ ٌش ريفٌ ٌف ص   (17-3:13) الطاهِرٌوالتل ميذٌٌِالب شيرٌٌِالإن جيلِيٌٌِّيوحناٌالقِدّيسٌٌِبِشار 

بْ ْْقالَْ عَدْ ْْلَمْ :ْْالر  نَْْْنزََلَْْْالذيْْإل ْْْالس ماءِّْْْإلىْْأحَدْ ْْيَص  ،ْْمِّ ْْموسىْْْرَفَعَْْْوكماْْ.الس ماءِّْْْفيْْه وَْْْالذيْْالبَشَرِّْْْاب نْ ْْالس ماءِّ
،ْْفيْْالحَي ةَْ ي ةِّ نْ ْْمَنْ ْْك لْ ْْيَهلِّكَْْْلْْلِّكَيْ ْْ.البَشَرِّْْْاب نْ ْْعَْي رفَْْْأنْ ْْيَن بغَيْْهَكَذاْْالبرَ ِّ ،ْْي ؤمِّ ي ة ْْْالحَياة ْْْله ْْْتكَ ونْ ْْبَلْ ْْبِّهِّ ْْلأن ه ْْْ.الأبَدِّ
نْ ْْمَنْ ْْك لْ ْْيهَلِّكَْْْلْْلِّكَيْْالوَحيدَْْْاب نَه ْْْبَذلََْْْحَت ىْْالعالَمَْْْالل ْْْأحَبْ ْْهَكَذا ي ة ْْْالحَياة ْْْلَه ْْْتكونْ ْْبلَْ ْْبهِّْْْي ؤمِّ لِّْْْلَمْ ْْفإن ه ْْْ.الأبَدِّ سِّ ْي ر 
 .العالَمْ ْبِّهِّْْلي خَل صَْْبَلْ ْالعالَمَ،ْليَديِّنَْْالعالَمِّْْإلىْالوحيدَْْاب نَه ْْالل ْ



_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Upcoming Events 

Sunday, September 7th Yowakeem and Kashou families 40 day memorial service for the 
handmaiden of God Aida Yowakeem. May her memory be eternal! 

September 13 
Vespers at 5:30 for the feast of the elevation of the cross with artoklasi ( five 
loaves prayer) 
 صلةْغروبْرفعْالصليبْمعْصلةْالخمسْخبزاتْ

Sat-Sun, Sept. 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

Coffee Hour 

September 7 Yowakeem and Kashou families in memory of Aida Yowakeem 
 
 
 

 

Krispy Kreme Fundraising Campaign 
Another exciting fundraiser! Campaign is good until December 31. 
How it works! 
1. Order place an order using the link or QR code. 
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens 
2. Support 50% of each Original Glazed Dozen you order is donated back to the organization. 
3. EnjoyVisit your local Krispy Kreme to pick up your Original Glazed Dozens 

 

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign 

We have something new and exciting!! 
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards through 
St. John link. 
1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:  
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1 
And/or ask:  Rania Kashou 
2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!  
 Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesn’t like to play??  
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!  

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum, 
George Messieh, Bennett, Fairouz Freij,  
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka.  and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Aida 
Youakeem. May her Memory be Eternal! 
† Farradj and Toubassy family in memory of 
Samira Baroudi. May her memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Messih. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Steven Thayer. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Rocky Dudum. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Cawog. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1


 

Donations for Heritage Booth at Festival 

During the past few Festivals, there were multiple inquiries about purchasing used Middle Eastern items/ 
souvenirs at the Heritage Booth.  We would like to gather unwanted items from our parish.  
If you have anything to donate, please contact Dn. Nicholas Adranly at 510-207-1796 for more information 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
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Dave & Busters Campaign 

This past Sunday a group of us went joined an outting that raised $390.00 

and that's just a start. Everyone's participation is a true reflection of God’s 

love at work, and together we are building something greater for His glory. 

Dave & Busters campaign is good until the end of the year. Please stay 

tuned for another outting.  

 



 


