
Sunday, October 08, 2023 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 7; Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

& Third Sunday of Luke 

Righteous Mother Pelagia the penitent of Antioch 

Marytr Pelagia the Virgin of Antioch; Venerable Thaïs of Egypt 

 

 Righteous Mother Pelagia of Antioch 
On October 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 
our Righteous Mother Pelagia the Penitent of Antioch, the 
former courtesan. 
She was born to pagan parents in Antioch. Pelagia used her 
beauty to become wealthy, but to the destruction of her own 
soul and those of others. Once, while walking past the Church 
of the Holy Martyr Julian, in which Bishop Nonnus was 
preaching, she stopped in and heard a sermon on the Dread 
Judgment and the punishment of sinners. Those words so 
shook her and changed her that she immediately felt revulsion 
for herself, acquired true fear of God, repented of all her sins 
and fell down before St. Nonnus with the plea that he baptize 
her, which he did. Pelagia was keenly aware of the multitude 
of her sins and decided on a great ascetic labor. She left her 
enormous, sinfully gained wealth to the poor, and secretly 
went to Jerusalem as the monk Pelagius. There, she shut 

herself up in a cell on the Mount of Olives, and began the difficult ascesis of fasting, prayer 
and all-night vigils. Pelagia entered into rest in 461. Thus, this formerly terrible sinner 
pleased God by her repentance and labor, was forgiven of her sins, and became sanctified. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:6-11) 

Brethren, the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Let each one do according to what he has purposed 
in his heart, not grudgingly, or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you; that you, having always all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work. As it is written: “He has scattered abroad, He has given 
to the poor; His righteousness endures forever”; now He, who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the harvest 
of your righteousness. You will be enriched in all things for every generosity, which works 
through us thanksgiving to God. 

 +St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church 
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America 

Metropolitan Saba of New York and all North America 
V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Borzghol, Pastor 

Dn. Nicholas Adranly 

501 Moraga Way, Orinda, California         925-257-2940 

www.stjohnorinda.org email: st.john.evangelist.orinda@gmail.com 

http://www.stjohnorinda.org/


 الرسالة
ْرَح متَكَُْعَلَي نالِتكَُنْ   ْ.ْياْرَبُّ

يقونَْبِالرَّبّ.  اب تهَِجواْأيُّهاْالصِدِّ
 .فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولُسَ الرسولِ الثانيةِ إلى أهلِ كورنثوس

رَعُْبالبَرَكاتِ،ْْ ْيَز  صُدُ؛ْومَن  رَعُْشَحيحاً،ْفَشَحيحاًْأَي ضاًْيَح  ْيَز  ْمَن  وَةُ،ْإنَّ صُدُْياْإخ  ْْْْ.فَبِالبَرَكاتِْأيضاًْيَح  كُلُّ
طيَْالمُتَهلِّلَْ ْالمُع  ْاَللهْيُحِبُّ طِرارٍ.ْفإنَّ ْْْْ.واحِدٍْكَماْنَوىْفيْقَل بِهِ،ْلاْعَنِْاب تِئآسٍْأَوِْاض  ْيَزيدَكُم  واُللهْقادِرٌْأن 

ءٍ،ْفَْ ْشَي  ْحينٍ،ْفيْكُلِّ ْكِفايةٍ،ْكُلَّ ْكُلُّ مَةٍ،ْحَتّىْتَكونَْلَكُم  ْنِع  ْعَمَلٍْصالِحٍْكُلَّ دادُواْفيْكُلِّ كَمَاْكُتِبَْ"إنَّهُْْْْ.تَز 
طىْالمَساكينَ،ْفَبِرُّهُْيَدومُْإلىْالأبَدِْ دَ،ْأعَ  ْويُكَثِّرُهُْْ.بَدَّ ْزَر عَكُم  زُقُكُم  "ْوالذيْيَرزُقُْالزارعَْزَر عاًْوخُب زاًْلِل قوتِ،ْيَر 

ءٍْ .ويَزيدُْغِلالَْبِرِّكُم ْشَي  نونَْفيْكُلِّ تَغ  ْسَخاءٍْخالِصٍْيُن شِئُْشُكراًْلله.فَتَس   ،ْلِكُلِّ
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (7:11-16) 

At that time, Jesus went to a city called Nain, and many of His disciples and a great crowd 
went with Him.  As He drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was 
being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from 
the city was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to 
her, “Do not weep.”  And He came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And 
Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you: arise.”  And the dead man sat up, and began to 
speak.  And Jesus gave him to his mother.  Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, 
saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited His people!” 
 

  الإنجيل
 فَصْلٌ شريفٌ مِنْ بشارةِ القدّيس لوقا الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلميذِ الطاهِر.

عٌْ ْتَلاميذِهِْوجَم  مُهاْناينُ،ْوكانَْكَثيرونَْمِن  ْغَفيرٌْمُن طَلِقينَْْفيْذلِكَْالزَمانِ،ْكانَْيَسوعُْمُن طَلِقاًْإلىْمَدينَةٍْاس 
مَلَةً،ْوكانَْمَْ ْأَر  هِ،ْوكانَت  مولٌ،ْوهُوَْاب نٌْوَحيدٌْلِأُمِّ ْبابِْالمَدينَةِ،ْإذاْمَي تٌْمَح  عٌْْمَعَهُ.ْفَلَمَّاْقَرُبَْمِن  عَهاْجَم 

،ْتَحَنَّنَْعَلَي هاْوقالَْلَها:ْ"لاْتَب كي."ْودَنا ْالمَدينةِ.ْفَلَمَّاْرَآهاْالرَّبُّ شَْفَوَقَفَْالحامِلونَ.ْكَثيرٌْمِن  ،ْولَمَسَْالنَّع 
هِ.ْفَأَخَذَْالجَميعَْ تَوىْالمَي تُ،ْوبَدَأَْيَتَكَلَّمُ،ْفَسَلَّمَهُْإلىْأُمِّ ."ْفَاس  ،ْلَكَْأقولُْقُم  دواْفَقالَ:ْ"أيُّهاْالشابُّ فٌ،ْومَجَّ ْخَو 

بَْ تَقَدَْاُللهْشَع  ْعَظيمٌ،ْواف  ْقامَْفيناْنَبِيٌّ  هُ."اَللهْقائلينَ:ْ"لقَد 
 

Love Your Neighbor 
October – (Youth Month) SOYO Special Olympics 
This ministry is sponsored by the North American Council of Teen SOYO and is the second 
longest running program of Special Olympics Pennsylvania, serving over 340 Special 
Olympics athletes, coaches, and staff each season. It is the premier SOYO outreach 
program, now in its 38th year of service. Each year SOYO teens raise the funds on Special 
Olympics Awareness Day. 



 
Youth Month in our Archdiocese!! 

October is here and we are about to 
start Youth Month across our Antiochian 
Archdiocese. During the month of 
October we give our teens more 
opportunities to serve in Church, 
including: Epistle reading, taking the 
collections, serving as ushers, and other 
additional activities in serving the parish 
community. 

October is also a time for us, clergy 
and parishioners, to share our love and 
concern for the youth of our parish.  Let 
us take a moment to thank a teenager for 
being present in Church.  Thank them for 
their good works.  Let them know that 
they are welcome and wanted in our 
parish! 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Sunday, October 8th, at 
7pm  

St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting (see flyer) 

October 13-15 Fall Gathering at Saint James Church in Modesto (see flyer) 

October 19th  Ikaros Fundraiser (see flyer) 

October 21st  Family movie night (see flyer) 

October 22nd  
40 days memorial service for the servant of God Michael Jeha offered 
by his parents, Ron and Ruth Jeha and family. May his memory be 
eternal! 

November 5th  IOCC Food & Wine Tour (see flyer) 

November 14th  Jack’s Diner Dine and Donate (see flyer) 

December 3rd  Christmas Cars Event (see flyer) 

Every Sunday at 7pm  St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting (see flyer) 

 

Coffee Hours 

October 8th  Post-Festival Parish Luncheon immediately following Liturgy 

 
 
 
Memorial Services 
Sunday, November 12: 40 days memorial for the servant of God John Atallah, by the Atallah families. 
May his memory be eternal! 

 
Sun. October 1st  

Epistle Reader:  Sofia Simon 
Sermonette: Lia Simon 

Sun. October 8th: 
Epistle Reader:  Tania Jeha 
Sermonette: Jonathan Jeha 

Sun. October 15th: 
Epistle reader:  Evan Kawar 

Sun. October 22nd: 
Epistle Reader:  Malak Khalileh 

Sun. October 29th: 
Epistle Reader:  TBD 

 
Ushers/ Tray Passers: Sofia Simon

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Orthodox Church 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563    
      You could use this QR code for your donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good 

health of Nick Nicola, George Messih 
and Aida Youakeem. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good 
health of Nick Nicola. Many years! 

† Ron and Ruth Jeha in memory of 
Michael Jeha. May his memory be 
eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good 
health of Haseeb Keileh. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good 
health of Ghassan and Vivian Sruji. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family in memory of 
John Atallah. May his memory be 
eternal! 

† Rocky and Nada Dudum in memory 
Helen Salameh (Nada’s sister). May her 
memory be eternal! 

Candles for the altar table and in front 
of the icons of Christ and the 
Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada 
Fasheh for 
one full year. 
May her memory be eternal! 
 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, 
Clayton Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo 
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar 
and Mason Kawar 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fellowship Hall Progress! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please go to https://saintjamesmodesto.org/fall-gathering-2023/ to register 
(Clicking on the “Register Online” button on this ad will not do anything) 

https://saintjamesmodesto.org/fall-gathering-2023/


 



 


