
Sunday, October 05, 2025  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost & Second Sunday of Luke 

Holy Martyr Charitina of Amisos; John, bishop of Euchaïta; 

 Eudokimos of Vatopedi monastery on Athos 

 

On October 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the Martyr Charitina of Amisos.  

Orphaned young, Charitina was adopted by an eminent 
Christian man called Claudius, who brought her up as his own 
daughter. Charitina studied the law of God, day and night, and 
vowed to live in perpetual virginity as a true bride of Christ. The 
governor Dometius wanted to kill Charitina because she led 
many to the Lord. A judge ordered that her hair be cut off and 
live coals put on her head, but the maiden was preserved by 
God’s power. She was bound to a wheel which began to turn, 
but an angel of God stopped the wheel and Charitina remained 
unharmed. Then the wicked judge sent some dissolute youths 

to take her virginity. Fearing this attack, Charitina knelt in prayer to God to receive her soul 
before that could happen. At that moment, her soul soared to the immortal Kingdom of 
Christ in 290.  

On this day, we also commemorate Venerable John, bishop of Euchaïta; and 
Venerable Eudokimos of Vatopedi monastery on Athos. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE 

Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them.  

God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel.  

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1)  

Brethren, we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move 
among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, come out 
from them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I 
will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God. 
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 . إلهنَا  الرَّبَّ   وأَوفُوا صلُّوا

 .إسْرائيل  في عَظيم   إسْمهُُ  . يهوذا أرض   في  معروف   اللُ 

 ٌ(1:7-6:16)ٌ.كورِنْثوسٌأَهْلٌٌِإلىٌٌالثانيةٌٌالرَسولٌٌِبولُسٌٌَالقِدّيسٌٌِرِسالَةٌٌِمِنٌٌْفَصْلٌ 
،   الل    هَيْكَلُ   أنْتُمْ   إخْوَةُ،   يا مْ،   سَأَسْكُنُ   إن ي "  اُلل،   قالَ   كما   الحَي     يَكونونَ   وَهُمْ   إلها    لَهُمْ   وأَكونُ   بَيْنَهُمْ،  فيما  وأَسيرُ   فيه 

مْ  م نْ  اخْرُجوا  فَل ذل كَ . شَعْبا   لي وا ولا" الرَّبُّ  يَقولُ  ،"واعْتَز لوا بَيْن ه  سا   تَمَسُّ   أَنْتُمْ  وتَكونوا أبا   لَكُمْ  وأكونَ  فأَقْبَلَكُمْ . نَج 
ه   لَنا وإذْ ." القَديرُ   الرَّبُّ   يَقولُ  وبَناتٍ،  بَنينَ  لي دُ، هَذ  بَّاءُ،  أيُّها  المواع  رْ  الَأح    الجَسَد   أَدْناس   كُل    م نْ   أَنْفُسَنا فَلْنُطَه  

 ، وح   . الل ب مَخافَة   القَداسَةَ  ونُكَم  ل   والرُّ

 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (6:31-36) 

The Lord said: “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.  If you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners love those who love them.  And 
if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners 
do the same.  And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 
to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.  But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish.  Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful.” 

 

 ٌ(36-6:31)ٌٌ.الطاهِرٌٌوالتلميذٌٌِالبَشيرٌٌٌِالإنْجيلِيٌٌِّلوقاٌالقدّيسٌٌبشارةٌٌِمِنٌٌْشريفٌ ٌفَصْلٌ 
م أنْتُم افْعَلوا كَذَل كَ  ب كُمْ، الناسُ  يَفْعَلَ  أنْ   تُريدونَ  كما: الرَّبُّ  قالَ  بُّونَكُمْ، الذينَ  أَحْبَبْتُمُ   إنْ  فَإنَّكُمْ . ب ه    م نَّةٍ  فَأيَّةُ  يُح 

بُّونَ   أيضا    الخَطَأَةَ   فَإنَّ   لكُمْ؟ بوُنَهُم  الذينَ   يُح  نُونَ   الذينَ   إلى   أَحْسَنتُمْ   وإذا .  يُح    فإنَّ   لَكُمْ؟  م نَّةٍ   فَأيَّةُ   إليكُمْ،   يُحْس 
نهُمْ،  تَستَوفُوا   أنْ   تَرجُونَ   الذينَ   أَقْرَضْتُمُ  وإنْ .  يَصْنَعون   هَكَذا  أيْضا    الخَطَأَةَ    أيْضا    الخَطَأَةَ   فإنَّ   لكُم؟  م نَّةٍ   فأيَّةُ   م 

نْهُمُ   يَسْتَوفوا   ل كَيْ   الخَطَأَةَ   يُقر ضُونَ  بُّوا   ولك نْ،.  الم ثْلَ   م  نوا   أعَْداءَكُمْ،  أح  لينَ   غيرَ   وأَقْر ضوا  وأَحْس    فيَكونَ   شَيْئا ،   مُؤَم  
م    فَإنَّهُ .  العَل ي     بَني  وتَكونُوا   كثيرا ،  أَجْرُكُمْ    هُوَ   أباكُمْ   أنَّ   كما   رُحَمَاءَ   فَكونوا .  والَأشْرار   الشاك رينَ   غَيْر    على  مُنْع 
يم  . رَح 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank You, Festival Workers! 

Thank you to all the festival workers who dedicated their time and their God-given gifts to serve our 
parish community. Big thanks from the bottom of my heart to all who chaired, labored, cooked, served, 
donated, and participated before during and after our great festival. We could not have done it without 
you. Thank you and God bless you and your families! 

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Upcoming Events 

  

Coffee Hour 

Oct 5 Jordis Fasheh 

Oct 26 Siham Mitry for the 6th month memorial in honor of Donna Potter 
 



Youth Month in our Archdiocese!! 

October is here and we are about to start Youth Month across our Antiochian Archdiocese. During the month of 
October, we give our teens more opportunities to serve in Church, including: Epistle reading, taking the collections, serving 
as ushers, and other additional activities in serving the parish community. 

October is also a time for us, clergy and parishioners, to share our love and concern for the youth of our parish.  Let 
us take a moment to thank a teenager for being present in Church.  Thank them for their good works.  Let them know that 
they are welcome and wanted in our parish! 
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Sun. October 5th: 
Epistle Reader:  Ian McClellan 

Ushers/ Tray Passers: All the teens 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum, 
George Messih, Fairouz Freij, George Adranly, 
Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka, 
George Cawog,  Rocky Dudum and Norma 
Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Building Committee Update – September 25 2025 

The following inspections and approvals have been completed in the last couple of weeks: 

 

City Public Works 

 

County Health Inspector – all clear but will return again once custom tables in kitchen are 

delivered and installed (expected 9/26?25) 

 

County Fire Marshal – fire and life safety systems good 

 

Orinda Planning Director (signed off on 5 permits – hall, trash enclosure, retaining walls) 

 

County approved and signed off on all electrical, mechanical and plumbing work 

 

Last piece is grading inspector who asked for paving the front parking, bids are out and 

this 

could take up to two weeks. 

 

Thank you all again for your patience as we finalize the hall and seek occupancy. 

 

Building Fund Update - September 2025 

We passed another fundraising milestone this past month, bringing our contributions 

to more than $1.1 Million in direct donations to the hall! Thank you all so much for keeping 

this project alive and on-going. The donor list attached shows contributions so far. Please 

check the spelling of your names, as this will be the list from which we design the donor 

plaque for the hall. if you have any changes, please contact the church office. 

There are a few donors who have not yet completed their pledges for the hall, and 

we ask that you do so as soon as possible, or contact the church office if you need to lower 

your pledge for whatever reason. The current donor list is based on pledges but may need 

to be adjusted if pledges are not met. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 



Children’s Dance Group 

Thank you for embracing our little dance group with your kind cheers and support during our annual St. 

John Festival. Everyone's presence made our performance truly special. A heartfelt thank you to all the 

parents for your dedication, love, and encouragement.  

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


