
Sunday, October 19, 2025 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Third Sunday of Luke 

The Holy Prophet Joel; Martyr Varos and seven martyrs with him; 

Mother Cleopatra of Palestine; Venerable John of Rila 

 

On October 19 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the holy and glorious Prophet Joel. 

Joel was the son of Phanuel of the tribe of Reuben. He lived 
800 years before Christ, and foretold the misfortunes of the 
Israelites and their captivity in Babylon for the sins that they 
had committed against God. He called the people to fasting 
and the priests to penitent and tearful prayer that God would 
have mercy on them; and they heard him. Joel also 
prophesied the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, 
and the outpouring of His grace on all the faithful. He 
foretold and described the Dreadful Judgment of God, and 
also the glory of God’s holy Church. 

On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Varos and seven martyrs with him; 
Righteous Mother Cleopatra of Palestine; and Venerable John of Rila. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 
The Lord has chastened me severely. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:31-12:9) 

Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who is blessed for 
evermore, knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under Arétas the king 
guarded the city of the Damascenes, willing to seize me, and through a window I was let 
down in a basket by the wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast, though it is not 
expedient; but I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ 
who fourteen years ago—whether in the body, I do not know, or whether out of the body, I 
do not know; God knows—who was caught up to the third heaven. And I know that this 
man—whether in the body or out of the body, I do not know; God knows—was caught up 
into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which no person is allowed to utter. On 
behalf of this one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my infirmities. 
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For if I would desire to boast, I shall not be foolish, for I shall speak the truth. But I refrain 
from it, lest anyone should think of me above that which he sees me to be, or hears from 
me. And to keep me from being exalted above measure through the abundance of 
revelations, I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to buffet me, to keep me 
from being exalted above measure. For this thing I beseeched the Lord three times, that it 
might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength 
is made perfect in weakness.” Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

بنَي أَدَبا   .الرَّب    وتسَْبِحَتي قُوَّتي  .الرَّب   أدَّ
سولٌٌِبولُسٌٌَالقِدّيسٌٌِرِسالَةٌٌِمِنٌ ٌفصلٌ   ٌ(9:12-11:31)ٌ.كورنثوسٌأهلٌٌِإلىٌٌالثانيةٌٌِالرَّ

  إمْرَةِ   تَحْتَ   الحاكِمُ  بِدِمَشْقَ   كانَ   .أَكْذِبُ   ل   أن ي   الأبَدِ   إلى   المُبارَكُ  المَسيح،  يَسوعَ   رَبِ نا أبو  اللُ   عَلِمَ   قَدْ   إِخْوَةُ،   يا
مَشْقيينَ   مَدينةَ   يَحْرُسُ   الحارِثِ،   المَلِكِ  ورِ،   مِنَ   زِنْبيل    في   كُوَّة    مِنْ   فَدُلِ يتُ   .عَلَيَّ   ليَقبِضَ   الدِ    .يَدَيْهِ   مِنْ   ونَجَوْتُ   الس 

  سَنَة   عَشْرَةَ   أربَعَ  مُنْذُ   المسيحِ  في   إنْسانا    أعَْرِفُ  إن ي  .وإعْلاناتِهِ  الرَّب ِ  رؤى   إلى   فَآتي أفْتَخِرَ، أنْ   يوافِقُني   ل إنَّهُ 
ماءِ   إلى   اخْتُطِفَ (  يَعْلَم  اللُ   أعَْلَم،   لَسْتُ   الجَسَدِ   خارجَ   أَمْ   أعَْلَم،   لَسْتُ   الجَسَدِ،   أَفي )   هذا  أنَّ   وأعْرِفُ   .الثالِثَة   السَّ

يَّة    كَلِمات    وسَمِعَ   الفِرْدَوْسِ،  إلى   اخْتُطِفَ (  يَعْلَم   اللُ   أعَْلَم،  لَسْتُ   الجَسَدِ   خارِجَ   أَمْ   الجَسَدِ   أَفي)  الإنْسانَ    ل   سِرِ 
  أَرَدْتُ   لَوْ   فإن ي  .بِأَوْهاني  إل    أَفْتَخِرُ   فَلا   نَفْسِي   جِهَةِ   مِنْ   وأَم ا   أفْتَخِر،   هَذا   جِهَةِ   فَمِنْ   .بها  يَنْطُقَ   أنْ   لإنسان    يَحِل  

،  أَقولُ   لأن ي  جاهِلا    أكُنْ   لَمْ   الإفْتِخارَ،   يَسْمَعُهُ   أَوْ   عَليهِ   يَراني  ما  فَوْقَ   أحَد    بي  يَظُنَّ   لِئَلا    أَتَحاشى   لَكِن ي  الحَقَّ
يْطانِ   مَلاكَ   الجَسَدِ،  في  شَوْكَة    أعُْطيتُ   الإعلاناتِ،  بِفَرْطِ   أَسْتَكْبِرَ   ولِئَلا    .مِن ي   ولِهَذا   .أَسْتَكبِر  لِئَلا    لِيَلْطِمَني  الشَّ

تي  لِأنَّ   نِعْمَتي،  تَكْفيكَ "  لي  فَقالَ   .تُفارِقَني  أَنْ   مَر ات    ثَلاثَ   الرَّب ِ   إلى  طَلَبْتُ  عْفِ   في   قُوَّ   سُرور    فبِكُل ِ "  .تَكْمُل  الضَّ
 .المَسيح قُوَّةُ  فِيَّ  لِتَسْتَقِرَّ  بِأَوْهاني، بالحَرِي ِ  أفْتَخِرُ 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (7:11-16) 

At that time, Jesus went to a city called Nain, and many of His disciples and a great crowd 
went with Him. As He drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was 
being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from 
the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to 
her, “Do not weep.” And He came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And 
Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you: arise.” And the dead man sat up, and began to 
speak. And Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, 
saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited His people!” 

 

لٌ   ٌ(16-7:11)ٌٌ.الطاهِرٌٌوالتلميذٌٌِالبَشيرٌٌٌِالإن جيلِيٌٌِّلوقاٌالقدّيسٌٌبشارةٌٌِمِنٌ ٌشريفٌ ٌفَص 
  مُنْطَلِقينَ   غَفير    وجَمْع    تَلاميذِهِ   مِنْ   كَثيرونَ   وكانَ   ناينُ،  اسْمُها  مَدينَة    إلى  مُنْطَلِقا    يَسوعُ   كانَ   الزَمانِ،  ذلِكَ   في

،  مَيْت    إذا   المَدينَةِ،   بابِ   مِنْ   قَرُبَ   فَلَمَّا.  مَعَهُ  هِ،  وَحيد    ابْن    وهُوَ   مَحْمول    جَمْع    مَعَها  وكانَ   أَرْمَلَة ،  وكانَتْ   لِأُمِ 
،   رَآها  فَلَمَّا .  المَدينةِ   مِنْ   كَثير   .  الحامِلونَ   فَوَقَفَ   النَّعْشَ   ولَمَسَ   ودَنا،."  تَبْكي   ل: " لَها  وقالَ   عَلَيْها  تَحَنَّنَ   الرَّب 
،   أي ها : "فَقالَ  ،   الجَميعَ   فَأَخَذَ .  أُمِ هِ   إلى   فَسَلَّمَهُ   يَتَكَلَّمُ،   وبَدَأَ   المَيْتُ،   فَاسْتَوى ."  قُمْ   أقولُ   لَكَ   الشاب  دوا   خَوْف    ومَجَّ

 ."  شَعْبَهُ   اللُ  وافْتَقَدَ  عَظيم ، نَبِي   فينا قامَ  لقَدْ : "قائلينَ  اللَ 
 



Youth Month in our Archdiocese!! 

October is here and we are about to start Youth Month across our Antiochian Archdiocese. During the month of 
October, we give our teens more opportunities to serve in Church, including: Epistle reading, taking the collections, serving 
as ushers, and other additional activities in serving the parish community. 

October is also a time for us, clergy and parishioners, to share our love and concern for the youth of our parish.  Let 
us take a moment to thank a teenager for being present in Church.  Thank them for their good works.  Let them know that 
they are welcome and wanted in our parish! 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Readers: 

Date English Epistle  Arabic Epistle Sermonette  

Oct 19 Tania TBD Mason Kawar 

Oct 26 Nour Khalileh Malak Khalileh TBD 

Christmas Volunteering 

The joy of the season is upon us!  Our church is preparing for the grand opening/ Christmas party, 
and we’d love your helping hands and hearts. Every bit of help makes a difference. If you would like to 
be part of this committee, please contact Rania Kashou or David Hanna. Let’s come together in the 

spirit of fellowship and make this a joyful celebration of Christ’s birth!  
 
Upcoming Events 

Saturday October 25th Vespers at 5:30 pm 

 
Coffee Hour 

Oct 19th Paula and Yasmeen Kassouf and family in memory of Samir Kassouf 

Oct 26th Siham Mitry for the 6th month memorial in honor of Donna Potter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
Fairouz Freij, George Adranly, Fred Addas, 
Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka, George Cawog,  
Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Deacon Nicholas Adranly. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Building Update - October  

At long last, all city and county inspections have been completed or are scheduled 
to take place this week. All interior and exterior work required for the certificate of 
occupancy and approval of all permits has been completed. The final steps were the 
paving of the driveway from Hall Drive and the installation of the custom kitchen tables - 
these were completed last week and look fabulous. See pictures attached.  

As in any major project such as this hall, there is a punch list of non-permitted items 
that will need to be completed, and we will get to work on those once we have obtained 
all final signatures and inspections.  

We are excited to open the hall very soon for all to share and enjoy! On behalf of 
the Building Committee, I thank you all for your love, prayers, patience and contributions 
to this incredible addition to our property and to the upcoming fulfillment of this dream 

 

 
 



 

Festival Dancefloor Photos! 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


