
Sunday, October 12, 2025 

Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council 

& Fourth Sunday of Luke 

Martyrs Probos, Andronikos and Tarachos at Tarsus; Martyr Domnina at Anazarbus in Cilicia; Virgin 

Martyr Anastasia of Rome 

 

On October 12 in the Holy Orthodox 
Church, we commemorate the Martyrs Probos, 
Andronikos and Tarachos at Tarsus; Martyr 
Domnina at Anazarbus in Cilicia; and Virgin 
Martyr Anastasia of Rome. 

On this day we commemorate the holy and 
blessed Fathers who came together for the 
second time in Nicaea, during the reign of the 
pious and Christ-loving Sovereigns 
Constantine and Irene, against those who 
impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that 
the Church of God worshippeth idols, and 
rejected the august and holy icons. 

The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast heresy, whose camp 
believed that all depictions of Christ, His Mother and the saints should be 
destroyed. The iconophiles believed that icons served to preserve the 
doctrinal teachings of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s 
dynamic way of expressing the divine through art and beauty. The council 
decreed that the veneration of icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), 
because the honor shown to them is not directed to the wood or paint, but 
passes to the prototype, or the person depicted. It also upheld the 
possibility of depicting Christ, Who became man and took flesh at His 
Incarnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot be represented in His 
eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time” (John 1:18). 
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THE EPISTLE 

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in all that Thou hast 
done to us. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15) 

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you to affirm 
confidently, that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in 
honorable occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish 
disputes, and genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are 
unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject, 
knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. When I send 
Artemas to you, or Tychicós, give diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for I have 
determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey 
diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people also learn how to preside 
in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent need, that they should not be 
unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute those who love us in the faith. Grace be 
with you all. Amen. 

 

ٌ.آبائِناٌإلهٌٌَرَبٌ ٌياٌأَنْتٌٌَمبُارَكٌ 
ٌ.بِناٌَصَنعَْتٌٌَماٌٌكُل ٌٌِفيٌٌعَدْلٌ ٌلأنَّكٌَ

يسٌٌِرِسالَةٌٌِمِنٌفَصلٌ  سولٌٌِبولُسٌٌَالقِدِ  ٌٌ(15-3:8)ٌٌ.تيطسٌإلىٌالرَّ
رٌٌٌَأَنٌٌٌأُريدٌٌٌُوَإي اهاٌٌالكَلِمةٌٌٌُهِيٌٌٌَصادِقَةٌ ٌٌتيطُس،ٌٌوَلديٌٌٌيا ٌٌبِالَأعمالٌٌٌِالقِيامٌٌٌِفيٌٌٌبِاللٌٌٌِآمَنواٌٌٌالذينٌٌٌَيَهتَمٌٌٌَّحَت ىٌٌٌتُقَرِ 

ٌٌوالمُماحَكاتٌٌٌُوالخُصوماتٌٌٌُوالَأنْسابٌٌٌُالهَذَيانِيَّةٌٌٌُالمُباحَثاتٌٌٌُأَم ا.ٌٌوالن افِعَةٌٌالحَسَنَةٌٌٌُالَأعمالٌٌٌُهِيٌٌٌَفَهَذِهٌٌٌِالحَسَنَةٌِ،
ٌٌأَنٌٌٌَّعالِم ا.ٌٌعَنهٌٌٌُأعَْرِضٌٌٌْوَأُخْرىٌٌٌمَرَّةٌ ٌٌالإنْذارٌٌٌِبَعدٌٌٌَالبِدْعَةٌٌٌِوَرَجُلٌُ.ٌٌوَباطِلَةٌ ٌٌنافِعَةٌ ٌٌغَيرٌٌٌُفَإنَّهاٌٌفاجْتَنِبها،ٌٌالن اموسِيَّةٌُ

ٌٌنَفسِهٌٌٌِعَلىٌٌبِنَفسِهٌٌٌِيَقْضيٌٌالخَطيئَةٌٌٌِفيٌٌوَهوٌٌٌَاعْتَسَفَ،ٌٌقَدٌٌٌِكَذلِكٌٌٌَهُوٌٌٌَمَنٌْ ٌٌأَوٌٌأَرْتيماسٌٌٌَإلَيكٌٌٌَأَرْسَلتٌٌٌُوَمَتىٌ.
ٌٌٌهُناكٌٌٌأُشَتِ يٌٌٌَأَنٌٌٌْعَزَمْتٌٌٌُقَدٌٌٌْلَأن يٌٌنيكوبولِسٌٌٌَإلىٌٌتَأتِيَنيٌٌأَنٌٌٌْفَبادِرٌٌٌْتيخيكُسَ، ٌٌوَأَبُل وسٌُ،ٌٌالن اموسٌٌٌِمُعَلِ مٌٌٌُزيناسٌٌٌُأَم ا.

ٌٌشَيءٌ ٌٌيُعوِزَهُماٌٌلِئَلٌٌَّمُتَأَهِ بَينٌٌٌِتُشَيِ عَهُماٌٌأَنٌٌٌْفاجْتَهِدٌْ الِحَةٌٌٌِبِالَأعمالٌٌٌِيَقومواٌٌٌأَنٌٌٌْذَووناٌٌوَلْيَتَعَلَّمٌْ. ٌٌلِلْحاجاتٌٌٌِالص 
رورِيَّةٌِ ٌٌالإيمانٌِ،ٌفيٌٌٌيُحِب ونَناٌٌالذينٌٌٌَعَلىٌٌٌسَلِ مٌٌمَعيٌ،ٌٌالذينٌٌٌَجَميعٌٌُعَلَيكٌٌٌَيُسَلِ مٌُ.ٌٌمُثْمِرينٌٌغَيرٌٌٌَيَكونواٌٌٌلٌٌٌحَت ىٌٌالضَّ

 ٌ.آمين.ٌأَجمَعينٌٌٌَمَعَكُمٌالنِ عمَةٌُ

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:5-15) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some 

fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it.  And 

some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.  And 

some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it.  And some fell into good 

soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”  And when His Disciples asked Him what this 

parable meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom 

of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing 

they may not understand.  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  The ones 



along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word 

from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved.  And the ones on the rock are 

those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe 

for a while and in time of temptation fall away.  And as for what fell among the thorns, they 

are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches 

and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.  And as for that in the good soil, they 

are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth 

fruit with patience.”  As Jesus said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear.” 

يسٌٌِبِشارَةٌٌِمِنٌ ٌشَريفٌ ٌفصلٌ   ٌ(15ٌ-8:5) الطاهِرٌـٌوالتل ميذٌٌِالبَشيرٌٌٌِالإن جيلِي ٌٌِلوقاٌالقِد 
ٌٌالمَثَلٌٌٌهَذاٌٌٌالرَّبٌ ٌٌقالٌَ ٌٌٌسَقَطٌٌٌَيَزْرَعٌُ،ٌٌهُوٌٌٌَوفيما.ٌٌزَرْعَهٌٌٌُلِيَزْرَعٌٌٌَالزارِعٌٌٌُخَرَجٌَ: ٌٌوأَكَلَتْهٌٌٌُفَوُطِئٌٌٌَالطريقٌِ،ٌٌعلىٌٌٌبَعْض 

خْرِ،ٌٌعلىٌٌسَقَطٌٌٌَوالبَعْضٌُ.ٌٌالسماءٌٌٌِطُيورٌُ ٌ.ٌٌرُطوبَةٌ ٌٌلَهٌٌٌُتَكُنٌٌٌْلَمٌٌٌْلأنَّهٌٌٌُيَبِسٌٌٌَنَبَتٌٌٌَفَلَمَّاٌٌالصَّ وْكِ،ٌٌبَيْنٌٌٌَسَقَطٌٌٌَوبَعْض  ٌٌالشَّ
وْكٌٌُفَنَبَتٌَ ٌ.ٌفَخَنَقَهٌٌُمَعَهٌٌُالشَّ ٌٌماٌٌتلميذُهٌٌُفَسَأَلَهٌُ.ٌضِعْفٌ ٌمائَةٌٌٌَأَثْمَرٌٌٌَنَبَتٌٌَفَلَم اٌٌالصالِحَةٌِ،ٌالأرْضٌٌٌِفيٌسَقَطٌٌَوبَعْض 
،ٌٌالباقُونٌٌٌَوأَمَّاٌٌاللهٌ،ٌٌمَلَكوتٌٌٌِأَسْرارٌٌٌَتَعْرِفُواٌٌأنٌٌٌْأعُْطِيٌٌٌَقدٌٌٌْلَكُمٌْ:ٌٌفَقالٌَ.ٌٌالْمَثَلٌٌٌُهذاٌٌيَكونٌٌٌَأَنٌٌٌْعَسى ٌٌلٌٌٌلِكَيٌٌٌْفَبِأَمْثال 

رْعٌُ:ٌٌالمَثَلٌٌهُوٌٌٌَوهَذا.ٌسامِعُونٌٌٌوهُمٌٌٌْيَفْهَمُواٌٌٌولٌٌٌناظِرونٌَ،ٌٌوهُمٌٌٌْيَنْظُرُوا ٌٌهُمٌٌٌُالطَّريقٌٌِعلىٌٌوالذينٌَ.ٌٌاللهٌٌكَلِمَةٌٌٌُهُوٌٌَالزَّ
خْرٌٌِعَلىٌوالذينٌَ.ٌفَيَخْلُصُواٌٌيُؤمِنواٌلِئَلٌ ٌٌقُلوبِهِمٌٌْمِنٌٌْالكَلِمَةٌٌَويَنْزِعٌٌُإبْليسٌٌُيَأْتيٌثُمٌٌَّيَسْمَعونٌَ،ٌالذينٌَ ٌٌالذينٌٌَهُمٌٌُالصَّ

،ٌٌويَقْبَلونَهاٌٌالكَلِمَةٌٌٌَيَسْمَعونٌَ ٌ،ٌٌلَهُمٌٌٌْلَيْسٌٌٌَولَكنٌٌٌْبِفَرَح  ،ٌٌإلىٌٌٌيُؤمِنونٌٌٌَوإنَّماٌٌأَصْل  .ٌٌيَرْتَد ونٌٌٌالتَّجْرِبَةٌٌٌِوَقْتٌٌٌِوفيٌٌحين 
وكٌِ،ٌٌفيٌٌٌسَقَطٌٌٌَوالذيٌ ٌٌيَأْتونٌٌٌَفَلٌٌٌوَمَلَذ اتِها،ٌٌوغِناهاٌٌالحَياةٌٌٌِهَذِهٌٌٌِبِهُمومٌٌٌِفَيَخْتَنِقونٌٌٌَيَذْهَبونٌٌٌَثُمٌٌٌَّيَسْمَعونٌٌٌَالذينٌٌٌَهُمٌٌٌُالشَّ

،ٌٌجَيِ دٌ ٌٌقَلْبٌ ٌٌفيٌٌٌفَيَحْفَظونَهاٌٌٌالكَلِمَةٌٌٌَيَسْمَعونٌٌٌَالذينٌٌٌَفَهُمٌٌٌُالجَيِ دَةٌِ،ٌٌالَأرْضٌٌٌِفيٌٌٌسَقَطٌٌٌَالذيٌٌوأمَّاٌ.ٌٌبِثَمَرٌ  ٌٌويُثْمِرونٌٌٌَصالِح 
 ٌ.فلْيَسْمَعٌٌللْسَمَعٌٌِأُذُنانٌٌِلَهٌٌٌُمَنٌْ:ٌنادَىٌهَذاٌٌٌقالٌٌَولَم ا.ٌبالصَبْرٌِ

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Youth Month in our Archdiocese!! 

October is here and we are about to start Youth Month across our Antiochian Archdiocese. During the month of 
October, we give our teens more opportunities to serve in Church, including: Epistle reading, taking the collections, serving 
as ushers, and other additional activities in serving the parish community. 

October is also a time for us, clergy and parishioners, to share our love and concern for the youth of our parish.  Let 
us take a moment to thank a teenager for being present in Church.  Thank them for their good works.  Let them know that 
they are welcome and wanted in our parish! 

 

 

Upcoming Youth Readers: 

Date English Epistle  Arabic Epistle Sermonette  

Oct 12 Ian McClellan TBD TBD 

Oct 19 Tania TBD Mason Kawar 

Oct 26 Nour Khalileh Malak Khalileh TBD 

 



Thank You, Festival Workers! 

Thank you to all the festival workers who dedicated their time and their God-given gifts to serve our 

parish community. Big thanks from the bottom of my heart to all who chaired, labored, cooked, served, 
donated, and participated before during and after our great festival. We could not have done it without 
you. Thank you and God bless you and your families!     -Fr. Nicholas Borzghol 
 
Upcoming Events 

Saturday October 25th Vespers at 5:30 pm 

 
Coffee Hour 

Oct 5th Jordis Fasheh 

Oct 12th 
Offered by Fuad and Nadia Swies; Rami and Andera Swies for the good 
health of Archer Swies on the occasion of his first birthday. Many years! 

Oct 26th Siham Mitry for the 6th month memorial in honor of Donna Potter 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
Fairouz Freij, George Adranly, Fred Addas, 
Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka, George Cawog,  
Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Deacon Nicholas Adranly. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
† Elia and Anya Haddad for the good health of 
their newborn son, Silas Haddad, on the occasion 
of his churching. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



 

Building Update - October  

At long last, all city and county inspections have been completed or are scheduled 
to take place this week. All interior and exterior work required for the certificate of 
occupancy and approval of all permits has been completed. The final steps were the 
paving of the driveway from Hall Drive and the installation of the custom kitchen tables - 
these were completed last week and look fabulous. See pictures attached.  

As in any major project such as this hall, there is a punch list of non-permitted items 
that will need to be completed, and we will get to work on those once we have obtained 
all final signatures and inspections.  

We are excited to open the hall very soon for all to share and enjoy! On behalf of 
the Building Committee, I thank you all for your love, prayers, patience and contributions 
to this incredible addition to our property and to the upcoming fulfillment of this dream 

 

 



 

Festival Dancefloor Photos! 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


