
Sunday, November 09, 2025 

Nektarios of Aegina and Pentapolis, the Wonderworker  

& Seventh Sunday of Luke 

Martyrs Onesiphoros and Porphyrios of Ephesus; Venerable Matrona of Constantinople 

 
On November 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 

our father among the saints Nektarios of Aegina, Metropolitan of 

Pentapolis in Egypt, the wonderworker. 

Nektarios was born in Selyvria of Thrace on October 1, 1846. 

Because of his brilliance and holiness, Nektarios ascended in the Church 

of Alexandria from monk to metropolitan of Pentapolis in eastern Libya. 

His flock loved him. Nektarios’ swift ascent aroused the envy of lesser 

clergy and laity. In 1890, Patriarch Sophronios relieved the innocent 

Metropolitan Nektarios of his duties and commanded him to leave Egypt. 

He became a provincial preacher and teacher around Athens. Through his 

eloquent sermons his untiring labors to educate fitting men for the 

priesthood, his generous alms and deeds despite his own poverty, and the 

meekness and fatherly love that were manifest in him, Nektarios became a spiritual guide to many. 

In 1904, he began the building of Holy Trinity Convent on the island of Aegina. Nektarios spent the 

rest of his life there, and through his prayers delivered the island from drought, healed the sick, and 

cast out demons. The saint’s relics continue to work miracles since his entry into eternal life on this 

day in 1920. He was canonized in 1961. In 1998, Patriarch Petros VII and the Holy Synod of 

Alexandria begged the saint to forgive them and their predecessors. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints . 

What shall I render to the Lord for all that he has given me? 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (5:8-19) 

Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that 
they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men 
but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.  
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 .كريمٌ لدى الرب ِّ موتُ أبرارهِّ 
 .بماذا نكافئُ الربَّ عن كل ِّ ما أعطانا

 ( 19-8:5)فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى أهْلِ أَفَسُس. 
يٌّ لَدى    يا إخْوَةُ، ( مُخْتَبِّرينَ ما هُوَ مَرْضِّ اسْلُكُوا كَأَوْلادٍ لِّلْنورِّ )فإنَّ ثَمَرَ الروحِّ هُوَ في كُل ِّ صَلاحٍ وبِّرٍ  وحَقٍ 

رَةِّ، بَلْ بِّالَأحْرى وَب ِّخوا عَلَيْها ر اً،    .الرَّب ِّ ولا تَشْتَرِّكوا في أعَْمالِّ الظُلْمَةِّ غَيْرِّ المُثمِّ فإنَّ الَأفْعالَ التي يَفْعَلونَها سِّ
، فإنَّ كُلَّ ما يُعْلَنُ هُوَ نورٌ ولِّذَلِّكَ  ، يُعْلَنُ بِّالنورِّ كْرُها أيضاً. لَكِّنَّ كُلَّ ما يُوَبَّخُ عَلَيْهِّ يَقولُ: إسْتَيْقِّظْ أيُّها  يَقْبُحُ ذِّ

، فَيُضيءَ لَكَ المَسي أَنْ تَسْلُكوا بِّحَذَرٍ، لا كَجُهلاءَ، بَلْ كَحُكماءَ،    ح. فَانْظُروا إذَنْ النائِّمُ وَقُمْ مِّنْ بَيْنِّ الَأمْواتِّ
ر يرَةٌ  ولا تَسْكَروا بالخَمْرِّ التي   .فَلِّذَلِّكَ لا تَكونوا أغَْبِّياءَ، بَلِّ افْهَموا ما مَشيئَةُ الرَّب   .مُفْتَدينَ الوَقْتَ فَإنَّ الأيامَ شِّ

يَّةٍ مُرَن ِّمينَ  ومُرَت ِّلينَ في   فيها الدعارَةُ، بَلِّ امْتَلِّئُوا بالروح، مُكَل ِّمينَ بَعْضُكُمْ بَعْضاً بِّمَزاميرَ وتَسابيحَ وأغَانِّيَّ روحِّ
 .  قُلوبِّكُمْ لِّلْرَّب 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:41-56) 

At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; 
and falling at Jesus’ feet he besought Him to come to his house, for he had an only 
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.  As Jesus went, the people 
pressed round Him.  And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had 
spent all her living upon physicians, and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind 
Him, and touched the fringe of His garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased.  
And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched Me?”  When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, 
the multitudes surround Thee and press upon Thee!  And Thou sayest, ‘Who touched 
Me?’”  But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for I perceive that power has gone forth 
from Me.”  And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and 
falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched 
Him, and how she had been immediately healed.  And Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well; go in peace.”  While Jesus was still speaking, a man from the 
ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any 
more.”  But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she shall 
be well.”  And when Jesus came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with Him, 
except Peter and James and John, and the father and mother of the child.  And all were 
weeping and bewailing her; but Jesus said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”  
And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.  But taking her by the hand Jesus 
called, saying, “Child, arise.”  And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and Jesus 
directed that something should be given her to eat.  And her parents were amazed; but He 
charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

 ( 56-41:8) الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِر ـلوقا فصلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ 
نْدَ قَدَمَيْ يَسوعَ، وطَ  ، وَخَرَّ عِّ ، دَنا إلى يَسوعَ إنْسانٌ اسْمُهُ يايِّرُسَ، وهُوَ رَئيسٌ لِّلْمَجْمَعِّ لَبَ إلَيْهِّ  في ذَلِّكَ الزَّمانِّ

. وبيْنَمَا هُوَ مُنْطَلِّقٌ،   ، أنْ يَدْخُلَ إلى بَيْتِّهِّ  لأنَّ لَهُ ابْنَةً وَحيدَةً لَها نَحْوَ اثْنَتَيْ عَشْرَةَ سَنَةً قَدْ أَشْرَفَتْ على المَوْتِّ
اثْنَتَيْ عَشْرَةَ سَنَةً، وكانَتْ قَدْ أنفَقَتْ مَعيشَتَها كُلَّها على    .كانَ الجُموعُ يزْحَمُونَهُ  وإنَّ امْرأةً بِّهَا نَزْفُ دَمٍ مُنْذُ 



عْ أحَدٌ أنْ يَشفِّيَها بَّاءِّ ولَمْ يَسْتَطِّ تْ هُدْبَ ثَوْبِّهِّ، ولِّلْوَقْتِّ وَقَفَ نَزْفُ دَمِّها. فقالَ يَسوعُ:    .الأطِّ دَنَتْ مِّنْ خَلْفِّهِّ وَمَسَّ
، وتَقولُ،  "مَنْ لَمَسَني؟" وإذْ أنْكَرَ جَميعُهُم، قالَ بُطْرُسُ والذينَ مَعَهُ: "يا مُعَل ِّمُ، إنَّ الجُموعَ يُضايِّقونَكَ ويَزحَمُونَكَ 

دٌ. لأن ِّي عَلِّمْتُ أَنَّ قُوَّةً قَدْ خَرَجَتْ مِّن ِّي مَن لَمَسَنِّي؟" فقالَ   " فَلَمَّا رَأَتِّ المَرْأةُ أَنَّها لَمْ  .يَسوعُ: إنَّهُ قَدْ لَمَسَنِّي واحِّ
لَّةٍ لَمَسَتْهُ، وَكيْفَ بَرِّئَتْ لِّ  دَةً وَخَرَّتْ لَهُ، وأَخبَرَتْ أَمامَ كُل ِّ الشَعْبِّ لَأيَّةِّ عِّ . فقالَ لَهَا:  تَخْفَ، جاءَتْ مُرْتَعِّ لْوَقْتِّ

، فاذْهَبي بِّسَلامٍ دٌ مِّنْ ذَوِّي رَئيسِّ المَجْمعِّ وقالَ لَهُ: "إنَّ  ."ثِّقِّي يا ابْنَةُ. إيمانُكِّ أَبْرَأَكِّ " وفيما هُوَ يَتَكَلَّمُ، جاءَ واحِّ
بِّ الْمُعَل ِّم " وَلَمَّا دَخَلَ  ." فَسَمِّعَ يسوعُ، فأَجابَهُ قائِّلًا: "لا تَخَفْ. آمِّنْ فَقَطْ فَتَبْرَأَ هِّيَ .ابنَتَكَ قَدْ ماتَتْ، فلا تُتْعِّ

مُونَ    .البَيْتَ، لَمْ يَدَعْ أحَداً يَدْخُلُ إلا  بُطْرُسَ، وَيَعْقوبَ، ويُوحَنَّا وأَبَا الصَبِّيَّةِّ وأُمَّهَا وكانَ الجَميعُ يَبْكُونَ ويَلْطِّ
مْ بأَنَّها قَدْ ماتَتْ .علَيْهَا. فقالَ لَهُمْ: "لا تَبْكُوا. إنَّهَا لَمْ تَمُتْ ولكِّنَّها نائِّمَةٌ  لْمِّهِّ كُوا عَلَيْهِّ لِّعِّ ها   ." فَضَحِّ فأَمْسَكَ بِّيَدِّ

"يا صَبِّيَّةُ قُومِّي أبَوَاها، .ونادَى قائلًا:  فَدَهِّشَ  لِّتأْكُلَ.  تُعْطَى  أنْ  . فأَمَرَ  الحالِّ فَرَجَعَتْ رُوحُها وقامَتْ في   "
 فأوْصاهُمَا أنْ لا يَقولا لأحَدٍ ما جَرَى. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Upcoming Events 

Nov 9th Ladies meeting after coffee hour. All are welcome to attend 

November 16th Prison Ministry Card Writing Workshop at coffee hour 

 
Coffee Hour 

Nov 9th Guajardo Family 

Nov 16th Luis and Joan Henriquez  

Nov 23rd Nawal Khalil 
 

 

 
 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog,  Rocky Dudum 
and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Hala (Sandra) Mitry. Many years! 
† Fady and Jumana Najjar and family in memory 
of Michel Najjar on the occasion of his 14-year 
memorial. May his memory be eternal!  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fairouz Freij. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Elias Freij. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



Christmas Volunteering 

The joy of the season is upon us!  Our church is preparing for the grand opening/ Christmas party, 

and we’d love your helping hands and hearts. Every bit of help makes a difference. If you would like to 
be part of this committee, please contact Rania Kashou or David Hanna. Let’s come together in the 

spirit of fellowship and make this a joyful celebration of Christ’s birth!  

 

November 23 Thanksgiving Basket,  

Raffle 6 tickets for $12. Please start bringing your gourmet items in the following 3 Sundays to give us 
enough time to make the best of a beautiful basket and maybe more. Please give your items to Rima. 
 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

Below is one of the sermonettes delivered by one of our youth, Mason Kawar, as part of the youth month 

in October:  

 

As you all are probably aware, today is special Olympics awareness day in the Archdiocese and I 

wanted to make a connection with what we read. 

In the epistle we read today, Paul speaks about a personal struggle.  something that caused him 

pain and limitation. We don’t know exactly what his “thorn” was, but we do know that it humbled him, 

reminded him of his dependence on God, and became a way through which Christ’s strength was 

revealed. 

That message lies at the very heart of the Special Olympics. 

Each Special Olympian, each coach, and each teen volunteer shows us that God’s power does not 

depend on human perfection — it shines through our weakness, our struggles, and our perseverance. 

When we see our Special Olympians compete with joy, courage, and faith, we are witnessing 

exactly what Paul meant: 

God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. 

His grace is sufficient, and it’s more than enough. 

At the Antiochian Village Special Olympics Camp, we see this truth lived out every year. 

Those who the world may overlook as “weak” reveal to us a deeper kind of strength, one rooted in 

the love of Christ, in resilience, and in unshakable joy. 

Our Olympians don’t just participate in games, they preach a sermon with their lives. They show 



us what it means to trust God, to celebrate every gift, and to love one another without barriers. 

So when we support this ministry, through our prayers, our donations, and our presence, we’re not 

just helping fund a camp. We’re helping to proclaim the Gospel truth that Christ’s grace is sufficient, and 

that in Him, every weakness becomes a window for His power and glory. 

 

The next sermonette letter will come from Tania. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear parishioners,  

 

We ordered these items to continue beautifying our church. Your donations towards these items are 

greatly appreciated.  

 

$20, $50, $100 or more are accepted.  

 

God bless you all!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Bishiop’s chair has been donated by Raif and Sonia Rihani and family 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


