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NOVEMBER 23, 2025 AFTER-FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS

AMPHILOKIOS, BISHOP OF ICONIUM; GREGORY, BISHOP OF AGRIGENTUM

On November 23 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to
i Y celebrate the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Holy of Holies,
N Wl and we commemorate our father among the saints Amphilokios,
XI(% bishop of Iconium.

Amphilokios was a friend of St. Basil the Great and other great
saints of the fourth century. He lived in a cave in asceticism for
forty years. After that, he was consecrated Bishop of Iconium. He
took part in the Second Ecumenical Council in 381. He zealously
fought the impious Macedonius and the Arians. He personally
begged Emperor Theodosius the Great to expel all the Arians from
every city in the empire, but the emperor did not heed him. Days
- later, Amphilokios came before the emperor again, but ignored his
son, Arcadius, sitting next to him. The saint said to the enraged emperor: “Do you see, O
Emperor, how you do not tolerate disrespect to your son? So too, God the Father does not
tolerate disrespect to His Son, and is disgusted with the corruptness of those who
blaspheme Him.” Amphilokios died in great old age in 395. On this day, we also
commemorate our father among the saints Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum.

THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.

The Reading from the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22)

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and
ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringin
the hostility to an end. And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, an

eace to those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the

ather. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole
structure is joine toHether and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are
built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he
thought to himself, “‘What shall | do, for | have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he
said, ‘Il will do this: | will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there | will
store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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Upcoming Events

November 20th Divine Liturgy at 6:00 PM for the Feast of the entrance of the Theotokos to
the Temple. JSgd! ) #1o3d) dawdl J5ia 2o

Coffee Hour
Nov 23rd Nawal Khalil and family for their good health
Nov 30th Sponsor Needed

December 7t

Ranla Shuhaiber and family
December 14th Rose’s Bake Sale

December 21st Luis and Joan




November 23 Thanksqgiving Basket,

Raffle 6 tickets for $12. Please start bringing your gourmet items in the following 3 Sundays to give us
enough time to make the best of a beautiful basket and maybe more. Please give your items to Rima.

Christmas Bake Sale
The Christmas bake sale will be held on December 14t

Dave & Buster’s Campaign

Our Dave & Buster’s champaign got extended so we can maximize on our return. We are currently at

$700.00 How it works:
1. Place an order using St. John link.

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization.
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!

Holy Oblations Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by: of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:

T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih,
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal,
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Rocky Dudum
and Norma Khalil. Many years!

1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Sam Nassab. Many years!

t St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Sue Gideon. Many years!

T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Hala (Sandra) Mitry. Many years!

t St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Bradley Youakim. Many years!

1t Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




Dear parishioners,

We ordered these items to continue beautifying our church. Your donations towards these items are

greatly appreciated.
$20, $50, $100 or more are accepted.

God bless you all!

Orthodox Bishop's Chair — Hand-

Carved Wood with Icon $1,350.00

Hand-Carved Wood Chanter Psalter

Stand with Cross Top $1,975.00
Subtotal $3,325.00
Shipping $122.62

Total usD $3,447.62

The Bishiop’s chair has been donated by Raif and Sonia Rihani and family



STHOCOK CamETIAN

TREK MISSIONS

COING THE DISTANCE TO SHARE THE FAITH

S sb Isend your";’f Ol

Help the Church Send More Missionaries!

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church Evangelism Committee invites you to join
the Bay Area Walk4Missions at 1:30pm on March 15" 2026.
We will be meeting at 999 Brotherhood Way in San Francisco.

Christ's disciples walked thousands of miles to bring the l U [
good news to people around the world. The Trek4Mission I Y

is being held to raise awareness and support for Orthodox
missionaries and the work of the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center. We plan to walk “the measured mile
trail” around Lake Merced, and are asking other
communities, and their youth groups to join with us. Mark
the date on your calendars and plan to join us for the
Divine Liturgy, Procession of the Holy Cross and a hosted
lunch with a presentation on Missions before the Walk
begins around 1:30. Signing up is easy!

1.Go to the Trek website using the info below
2.Click the START OR JOIN ATEAM BUTTON
3.Find the Bay Area Walk for Missions team
4.Create an account or Login and join!
5.Enjoy the fun, fellowship and prayer!

LET'S GET WALKING 3%

s i
www.ocmc.org/Trek4Missions [=]: |I I I,, W




ST PORPHYRIOS
ALL NIGHT VIGIL
DECEMBER 0l, 2025 7 PM

STS. PETER AND PAUL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

BEN LOMOND CA
VESPERS, ORTHROS AND LITURGY




St. Anastasia's Fellowship

A Support Group For Those Struggling With Or Affected By
Substance Abuse

1st and 3rd Sunday:
6pm meeting; 7pm Readers Paraklesis

St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Please Contact:
John: (925) 383-0222
Joseph: (310) 227-9848
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Dave & Buster's Power Cards

to Support
St. John Church

50% Donated Back

December 31

https://grouprai.se/davebusters59958s

G GroupRaise * Q\{‘g'%’}



Get ready to jingle and mingle!

" 4
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)? % (“ Enjoy a live performance by Waseem and his band,
: » a delicious dinner, and celebration of Christmas and

the hall grand opening

6TH DECEMBER, 2025

at 4:45pm Ribbon cutting and prayer
5 o'clock for cocktails

6 o'clock for dinner

Followed by dancing

ST. JOHN BANQUET HALL
501 Moraga Way, Orinda

Tickets $110 per adult
$40 per child(13 or younger)

Purchase by Nov.21
Rania Kashou 415.722.0774



Cnrlstmas Event

DECORATE THE TRUNK OF
OUR CAR FOR ALL TO ENJOY

NOVEMBER
30

AFTER LITURGY

SUNDAY

BRING A TREAT TO PASS TO
ALL THE KIDS

(IF IT RAINS THIS EVENT
WILL BE MOVED INSIDE)

TO PARTICIPATE PLEASE
CONTACT: RANIA KASHOU




On Artificial Living
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
A couple once came to see me. They were constantly quarreling and blaming each
other. As we spoke, it became clear that their problem was financial. Their spending

far exceeded their income, forcing them to borrow money even though their

income was not small compared to the average in our society.

| suggested a very simple solution: each of them should keep a small notebook and
write down, every day, all their expenses. At the end of the month, they should sit
together and categorize their spending—food, healthcare, communication, and so
on. “After several months, you’ll know how much you truly need for each area of
your life,” | told them. “You’ll also be able to distinguish between what is necessary
and what is extra. Then you can set a fixed amount for each category. And if one
month you must exceed a limitin one area, compensate by spending less in another,

so you never fall into debt.”

They left relieved—but after the first month, they stopped. “We were shocked,”
they told me later, “by how much we were spending, and we became afraid to

continue budgeting.”

There are many couples like them. The strange thing in our society is that people
are rarely taught, as children, the virtues of prudence and moderation in
spending—and they seldom learn them as adults. So they end up being led by
others, by the culture, and by the consumerist climate around them. Few truly lead
themselves—Iliving in a way that suits them, not others; choosing what benefits
their soul, not what impresses their peers; and shaping their life according to what

they see as good, not what others dictate.

Economically speaking, as inflation continues to weigh on most people, we see that
rising prices seldom push them to reorganize their lives wisely and peacefully. They
do not begin with simple steps like conserving energy in their homes. Instead, they
live under constant tension, striving to appear wealthier than they are—even if it
means borrowing and weighing themselves down with more debt. The result is

more anxiety, more complaints, and more exhaustion.



Because the spiritual dimension of their lives is shallow, they find no true relief from
their worries. So they throw themselves deeper into the same whirlwind of endless
activity—believing that entertainment and distraction will free them from their
stress and emptiness. But once the diversion ends, they return to the same anxiety

and fatigue. And so the cycle repeats, grinding them down until their life is spent.

% %k %k %

Faced with the relentless grind of consumer society, which crushes people and
drains their physical, spiritual, and material resources, we are in dire need, firstand
foremost, of courage and faith in God and in ourselves. Following that, we need to
learn the art of moderation and managing our daily affairs in the best way possible,

not merely the easy way.

Within every human being lies a desire to appear admirable before others. This
desire may vary in intensity from one person to another, yet the need to exist in the

eyes of others, rather than in our own, remains strong.

Do we notice how fashion constantly changes? Or how the images of celebrities
shape our behavior? How much do these things push us toward a life of pretense—

toward extravagant celebrations and “luxurious” weddings that exhaust us?

A wise woman once said to me, describing her family: “They don’t live for
themselves—they live for others. They are enslaved by their desire to look good in

others’ eyes, even falsely, and they pay for it with their happiness and health.”

% %k %k %

Today’s world leaves no room for our carelessness. Life has become profoundly
consumerist, built on the illusion that happiness comes from shopping and
spending. In truth, happiness is born from contentment with what is essential.
Luxuries have never been a source of lasting joy; they are only brief moments of

pleasure that fade quickly.

True happiness wells up from within—from the peace that comes through God'’s
presence in our lives; from a soul that knows the meaning of its existence; from one
who has learned to distinguish between what is necessary and what is superfluous;



from one who wishes to live according to what truly suits him and not what others
expect.

Such a person has the courage to live by their spiritual convictions rather than by
social trends. In short, happiness belongs to the one who is secure enough to seek
what is right and pleasing to God and conscience, even when it contradicts the

customs of society.

The wise seek approval in the eyes of God, and then in their own—not in the
opinions of others. They do not care if others look down on them for living simply,
because their sense of worth comes not from human praise but from the joy of

God’s approval and the integrity of their soul.

We still resist the first step in the ladder of priorities—the call to simplicity—even

though deep down everyone longs for it. The Gospel invites us again and again:

e “Give us this day our daily (essential) bread...” (Matt. 6:11)

* “Do not be anxious about what you will eat or drink...” (Matt. 6:25)

e “One thing is needful... Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not
be taken away from her...” (Luke 10:42)

e “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you...” (Matt. 6:33)

® “Flee from the love of money, from the love of power, and from the pride of
life...” (see 1 Tim. 6:10, 2 Tim. 2:22, 1 John 2:16)

% %k %k %k

Do we ever ask ourselves, when we act extravagantly or live beyond our means,
whether we are contradicting the Gospel? Or are we simply unaware, misusing the
popular saying, “Everything has its time,” as our excuse?

How much careful discernment we need to gain that blessed spiritual sensitivity
that helps us tell what is necessary from what is not, what benefits from what

harms, what is essential from what is excessive!



How much courage and confidence we need to show our true selves, to live
according to our convictions without shame, and to despise what contradicts our

principles instead of feeling ashamed by them!

How much trust in ourselves and in our beliefs we need, so that we do not rush to

imitate others out of fear of seeming lesser than they!

When will we realize that we grow in stature when we resist the tide of
consumerism and rejoice in simple living, content with God’s presence in our lives—
and that we shrink when we chase after artificial living, which gives fleeting

excitement but steals our lasting joy?

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; but one thing
is needful” (Luke 10:41-42).



Y N[

() s ol 29 01 ol
agiods e il Lo lagidany 0155y o)lpeiwl cOlasoliy Olarg) (duad
o (il ) lealai o  iiSs Laghss (39 Lagdg paaed . &3olaidl ASawl! O
Ll Al P30t ) Lold Jdiy ad Laglss T el
4 U3 dpiuo 185 lagie IS 3 O s o9 didr Ty Sl Lagals o sidl
0o b b Oladiay cslidie Jom el Dlg G Ologirg Ai)las (5 ding
1S Log) b 1] ecVLadl s cplabs e 35 IS duminsin g (3 Aibigs
ASitiane Jgam cpo Jax (Y Dy cilalios b Hldie ¢ ygil 8 day (Ol yasaw
U 50 jany WSl L3l @3 (yag BN cpo @31 el Olasbaienion SIS
deadl Oluuazal Jgasdl AsY jagaseall dadl laa! ) 830 cledylassl e 131y . Jas
.}agﬂg'glaﬁiy&c)ijdb&o
Ao de aelldy (JoYl Heddl day LAY Juiid ol o) LS (onaliye 3ol
Amlia)l Blsd Liylaall 84S0 Laaad Laghd log) 93
Q o)l lanizms 3 el ol 3 ol lonzgyll cpde JUsl g S ea
] Ao 198300 @9 «laail (3 sLadlg ypusdl 435 Je lglads o egilgalo
Y e (Apln INgY paime 3 (ndgus @l 1 HgAS edie dgide
iy LS ind i dads Bgan) (yo S Laldg .yl yatianly Aladl Flially maiizeally
LS'Y 98 d lall (5 LS 415 g9 A8y Y 98 ouui Low Upang ¢cpysII Y g
ons oly
Y el Ml 3T (555 ¢ cp Sl e Jaigad Ol U8y (AobaidYl Ll BisT 1316
O9>Gye 09 oyl (B G cogiiane ygol 305 J) el oy elaad! E1 B9
Ogran pgie 0013 - 5 g5 (ro BOMail ABlall Mgl dedo o 093k Y L
o] (o 194819 dgiliasl gly (AisLardYl 0 gIUELY uSlas sglany Hgalall ]
Sty yaislly BUall e dosall Ogmmmsd . E5L5) YT



Y] ditmall psagll oo (o) Ludite Oguzn Y (o @il gyl dadl (Y9

Masas digkiins Lo (3 clgin 093l (@I cim-Uall Blisell dolgo (3 eguuniil 2y (o L3l

dopall ] cdin slgl s cpdduny Lo 1o g (9,1 (3asd9 (89! (e Zo3dly 4d

noo o> M ¢« (R Y c;u\éa L_g Qg celdlgn 108 g . yadullg 5.@.]\_9 &all e
%k %k %k k

B! cogihdan aiesg il gmday Gl (SN aaimall gl alal

Iy dbil danly deloetdl U] oo 5 Judy el oyou S (dnlally dimg )l

ALY unall diyall desgdl Ligsd yudis daisll o8 olas WUy

A oleYl (S petaey (3Tl plel jeglall ) colud] O U515 3 (5 AaS

(23 Ogze 3 9xg O e oS0 3T ] Old] (o 5 (3 Gl 1 ogliy

ol (o g 3Y

d> (61 Jlg Slgle aaimall gy Hgu0 T 9  potianadl i gall s ] 40 Jo

TABE ulyeYlg (s3I luwliadly c Bl aadl G ) 1o Ladas

0glis . 0y3W U coguudsy g Y 0gd) 1AL Lgilile 3,31 Aol B Cisog

0 ded Ogadug ¢ ogrinize) lalliee L38Tgels O 909 632,33 Ogue (3 9eld)! S

%k %k %k

Ls Bl jgal edaid Slagiuwly clglsac o Uuwdil H U zoww o3l day o
Q@ 05 Bolawdl Bb debid)l Fruwnyd e podly ¢jluiol LSVgiul 8 polaall SLlls
($92 98 Loy LISV B (e (danadl (§ Lids p Loks cshopping L3 pall 4515

@932 Jg55 cdisdy Aoy y bl hsan 850 (J3151 S5 o)



o9 Wil 3 Al Hpa> (ye deaxr bl diplalall oy (JSII o asiy Yo Bolacddl
«OLSly Oy pall o e aS céye @iy dgl> pae Suzg (G puadl
& 0939 Wy W'Y clgaunliy WS iuall a3 gL (15 Q1
339 Y (&>l lgrelid (33 gidoms ygol (3 sl (§ A1 delnitd) ellial (@l
Bserty i by Bete B g gy 80l sl o3I QBlel 3 Ejmn
palad 339 (ilelidy o) Luyhy dl Tuia ol Lo Cdlay dlazd (@I el
Anaizee 3 Bolladl cell3 3 (alls 5lg faleni]
036 3 Y U @139 (dll Ogpe § Sohes Lo G0 GV 92 @Sl Ol
ot Y 9o . agiinas Colul § pelw Y 4558 die Oglois Lo dag Y .cpy3Yl
39 ) (92) (o i cddle @Bld) (10 03529
gl 08 5y bl Gl ael (BgloY) @l (3 oY djull (285 W) L
Dlye Ll gy i O po o)1 e ] Al § o
(V)i @) " .. poadl Llac (59l Gns" o
(Y0:1 ge) " oo 09248 Laog 09T Loy lgaags V" o
" lgie £ o G lall Caaill Gyl oy ity J) Al W e
(£Y:) . Bg))
(PY2T @) e oS0035 U1 cofpg <l gShe V3T 1ol
1 eglgeas ) dail) " ddaall elaxiy dalidl G JWl G (g0 90,00" @
(V0:Y bog ) e YY Y ugliged Yo V-

%k %k K 3k
ezl s GS ) cdlns p (39 Ciling F3L Lo plol st JLus Ul ST
W (28 lally el Tl s ¢ pa91 10 25 Y LT ol e duaBlio 8 s pansl
Tladg A e (K"



el (e (38 G coedell Upasa) Gaball pamally @dudl e Uash
S92 92 W (635 Ly duds Wd ca3sh Y Wl p3h W cnely Wase A1 5Ll
WS o2 Ll

(s Laigd Bleldy dgrinis> o Gaal yglad §) cdatlly delad] o Lol oS
lgio Joesdl (pe Juby lSslue Il Loy Casiiudy saiax

M ! a5 ) deylnall oo Yy G (21 £80luallig oldIb dail e Luashy
!‘o.ej_g.))e.lé.':

nixSe ! inadb £33 ¢ Sl SR go Glds Y Lo 55 UST (5 (20
Uomioy (Sl1 cCalSiiall uadl ey (2S5 ladie 3huai Uily £LoLo (3 ) jgiamey
I uad) 7yl Go (B o) edmgally Tidg Ty gt

(EY-€) 1)+ Bg)) "y ) dr ol Wil (8,68 9ol dyylasang daige ] Gy Gye"



