
Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum  

 

 On November 23 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to 
celebrate the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Holy of Holies, 
and we commemorate our father among the saints Amphilokios, 
bishop of Iconium. 

Amphilokios was a friend of St. Basil the Great and other great 
saints of the fourth century. He lived in a cave in asceticism for 
forty years. After that, he was consecrated Bishop of Iconium. He 
took part in the Second Ecumenical Council in 381. He zealously 
fought the impious Macedonius and the Arians. He personally 
begged Emperor Theodosius the Great to expel all the Arians from 
every city in the empire, but the emperor did not heed him. Days 
later, Amphilokios came before the emperor again, but ignored his 

son, Arcadius, sitting next to him. The saint said to the enraged emperor: “Do you see, O 
Emperor, how you do not tolerate disrespect to your son? So too, God the Father does not 
tolerate disrespect to His Son, and is disgusted with the corruptness of those who 
blaspheme Him.” Amphilokios died in great old age in 395. On this day, we also 
commemorate our father among the saints Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

THE EPISTLE 

The Lord will give strength to His people. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 

The Reading from the Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22) 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the 
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and 
ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing 
the hostility to an end.  And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and 
peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father.  So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are 
built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
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 .الرَّبُّ يعُْطي قُوَّةً لِشَعْبِهِ 
موُا للرَّبِّ يا أَبنْاءَ الله  .قَدِِّ

.فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى أفَسُس  (14:2-22 )  
 .داً، وَنَقَضَ في جَسَدِهِ حائِطَ السِياجِ الحاجِزَ، أي العَداوَةيا إخْوَةُ، إنَّ المَسيحَ هُوَ سَلامُنَا، هُوَ جَعَلَ الإثْنَيْنِ واحِ 

لام ويُصالِحَ   .وأَبْطَلَ ناموسَ الوَصايا في فرائِضِهِ، لِيَخْلُقَ الإثْنَيْنِ في نَفْسِهِ إنساناً واحِداً جَديداً بإِجْرائِهِ السَّ
رَكُمْ بِالسَلامِ، البَعيدينَ مِنْكُمْ    .كِلَيْهِما في جَسَدٍ واحِدٍ مَعَ اِلله في الصليبِ، بِقَتْلِهِ العَداوَةَ في نَفْسِهِ  فَجاءَ وبَشَّ

لَ إلى الآبِ في روحٍ واحِدٍ   .وَالقَريبين يسينَ    .لأنَّ بِهِ لَنَا كِلَيْنَا التَوَصُّ فَلَسْتُمْ غُرَباءَ بَعْدُ ونُزَلاءَ، بَلْ مُواطِنو القِدِِّ
قُ  وَقدْ بُنِيتُ  .بَيْتِ الله وأهَْلُ  مْ على أَساسِ الرُسُلِ، والَأنْبياءِ، وحَجَرُ الزاوِيَةِ هُوَ يسوعُ المَسيحُ نَفْسُهُ الذي بِهِ يُنْسَّ

، وفيهِ أنْتُمْ أيْضاً تُبْنَوْنَ مَعاً مَسْكَناً لِله في الروح ساً في الرَّبِِّ  . البُنْيانُ كُلُّهُ، فَيَنْمُو هَيْكَلًا مُقَدَّ
THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’  But God said to 
him, ‘Fool!  This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.”  As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

(21-16:12الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِرـ )لوقا فصلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ   
فَفَكَّرَ في نَفْسِهِ قائِلًا "ماذا أَصْنَعُ؟ فإنَّهُ لَيْسَ لي مَوْضِعٌ   .قالَ الرَّبُّ هَذا المَثَل: إنْسانٌ غَنِيٌّ أَخْصَبَتْ أَرْضُهُ 

تي وخَيْ .أَخْزُنُ فيهِ أَثْماري    .راتي" ثُمَّ قالَ، "أَصْنَعُ هَذا: أهَْدِمُ أهَْرائي وأَبْني أَكْبَرَ مِنْها، وأَجْمَعُ هُناكَ كُلَّ غَلاَّ
" فَقالَ لهُ اُلله: "يا جَاهِلُ! في  .وأقولُ لِنَفسي، يا نَفْسُ إنَّ لَكِ خَيْراتٍ كَثيرَةً فَاسْتَريحي وَكُلي واشْرَبي وافْرَحي

خِرُ لِنَفْسِهِ ولا يَ  سْتَغْنيِ بالِله. ولَمَّا  هَذِهِ الليلَةِ تُطْلَبُ نَفْسُكَ مِنْكَ. فَهَذِهِ التي أعَْدَدْتَها لِمَنْ تَكون؟" فَهَكَذا مَنْ يَدَّ
 قالَ هذا نادَى: مَنْ لَهُ أُذُنانِ لِلْسَمْعِ، فَلْيَسْمَع.

Upcoming Events 

November 20th Divine Liturgy at 6:00 PM for the Feast of the entrance of the Theotokos to 
the Temple.  عيد دخول السيدة العذراء إلى الهيكل 

 
Coffee Hour 

Nov 23rd Nawal Khalil and family for their good health  

Nov 30th Sponsor Needed 

December 7th   
 Borbara pudding- Fairouz Freij, good health of Issam and family, 

Rania Shuhaiber and family  

December 14th Rose’s Bake Sale 

December 21st Luis and Joan 

 



 

November 23 Thanksgiving Basket,  

Raffle 6 tickets for $12. Please start bringing your gourmet items in the following 3 Sundays to give us 
enough time to make the best of a beautiful basket and maybe more. Please give your items to Rima. 

 

Christmas Bake Sale  

The Christmas bake sale will be held on December 14th 

 

Dave & Buster’s Campaign 

Our Dave & Buster’s champaign got extended so we can maximize on our return. We are currently at 
$700.00 How it works: 

1. Place an order using St. John link. 

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 

3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing! 
 

 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Rocky Dudum 
and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Hala (Sandra) Mitry. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Bradley Youakim. Many years! 
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear parishioners,  

 

We ordered these items to continue beautifying our church. Your donations towards these items are 

greatly appreciated.  

 

$20, $50, $100 or more are accepted.  

 

God bless you all!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Bishiop’s chair has been donated by Raif and Sonia Rihani and family 

 
 



 
 



 



 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


