
Martyr Ephygenia of Ethiopia, disciple of St. Matthew; Fulvian, prince of Ethiopia  

 

On November 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, 
we commemorate the holy Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew. 
On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr 
Ephygenia of Ethiopia, disciple of St. Matthew; and 
Fulvian, prince of Ethiopia. 

He was the son of Alphaeus, and a tax collector 
when the Lord saw him in Capernaum and said: 
“Follow Me. And he arose, and followed Him (Matthew 
9:9).” After that, Matthew received the Lord in his 
home and thus provided the occasion for the Lord to 

express several great truths about His coming to earth. After receiving the Holy 
Spirit, Matthew preached the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. 
Matthew baptized the wife and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which the 
prince became greatly enraged and dispatched a guard to bring Matthew to him 
for trial. The soldiers returned to the prince saying that they had heard 
Matthew’s voice, but could not see him with their eyes. The prince then sent a 
second guard. When this guard approached the apostle, he shone with a 
heavenly light so powerful that the soldiers could not look at him; filled with fear, 
they threw down their weapons and returned. The prince then went himself. 
Matthew radiated such light that the prince was instantly blinded. However, the 
holy apostle had a compassionate heart; he prayed to God, and the prince was 
given back his sight. Unfortunately, he arrested Matthew and subjected him to 
cruel tortures. Eventually, after Matthew’s death, the prince repented, was 
baptized, taking the name “Matthew,” and served as a priest, giving up his 
princely wealth. Matthew the Apostle wrote his Gospel in the Aramaic language. 
It was soon translated into Greek and the Greek text has come down to us, 
while the Aramaic text has been lost. 
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The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 
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THE EPISTLE 

His sound hath gone forth into all the earth.  The heavens show forth the glory of God. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16) 

Brethren, I think that God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are 
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You 
are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-
clad and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, 
we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have 
become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the scourge of all things. I do not write 
this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. Though you have 
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. I became your father in Christ 
Jesus through the Gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 

 .في كُل ِّ الَأرْضِّ خَرجََ صوْتهُُ 
يعُ مجَْدَ الله.  ماَواَتُ تذُِّ  السَّ

 ( 16- 9:4)  .فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ الأولى إلى أَهْلِ كورِنْثُوس
رْنا مَشْهَداً لل . لأنَّا قَدْ صِّ ، كأنَّنا مَجْعولونَ لِّلْمَوْتِّ عالَمِّ والملائكةِّ  يا إخْوَةُ، إنَّ اَلله أبرَزَنا نَحْنُ الرُسُلَ آخِّرِّي الناسِّ

ياءُ. أَنْتُمْ مُكَ   .والبَشَرِّ  . نَحْنُ ضُعَفاءُ، وأَنْتُمْ أَقْوِّ ، أمَّا أنْتُمْ فَحُكَماءُ في المَسيحِّ الٌ مِّنْ أجْلِّ المَسيحِّ رَّمُونَ،  نحنُ جُهَّ
لينَ. نُشْتَمُ فَنُبارِّك،    .وإلى هذهِّ الساعةِّ، نَحْنُ نَجوعُ ونَعْطَشُ ونَعْرَى ونُلْطَمُ ولا قَرارَ لَنَا  .ونَحْنُ مُهانونَ  ونَتْعَبُ عامِّ

فَنَحْتَمِّلُ  كَأَقْذارِّ العا   .نُضْطَهَدُ  رْنا  فَنَتَضَرَّع. قَدْ صِّ عَلَيْنا  الجَميعُ إلى الآنيُشَنَّعُ  يَسْتَخْبِّثُها  وَلَسْتُ    .لَمِّ وكأوساخٍ 
بَّاءِّ  ظُكُمْ كَأَوْلادي الَأحِّ لَكُم أكتبُ هذا، وإنَّما أعَِّ ، لَيْسَ لَكُمْ   .لُأخَجِّ دينَ في المَسيحِّ نَ المُرشِّ لأنَّهُ ولَوْ كانَ لَكُمْ رِّبْوَةٌ مِّ

ينَ بي.  .آباءٌ كثيرونَ. لأن ي أنَا وَلَدْتُكُمْ في المَسيحِّ يسوعَ بالإنجيلِّ   فأطلُبُ إِّليكُم أنْ تَكونوا مُقْتَدِّ
THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:9-13) 

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me.”  And he rose and followed Him.  And 
as He sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat 
down with Jesus and His disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when 
Jesus heard it, He said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 ( 13- 9:9) .فصلٌ من بشارةِ القديسِ متَّى الإنجيليِّ البشيرِ والتلميذِ الطاهِر
 ، بايةِّ اسمُهُ متَّى، فقال لهُ: "اتبعْني". فقام  في ذَلِّكَ الزَّمانِّ فيما يسوعُ مجتازٌ رأَى إنساناً جالساً على مائدةِّ الجِّ

.وتبِّعَهُ  هِّ    ارينَ كثيرينَ وخَطأَةٍ جاؤُوا واتَّكأُوا مَعَ يسوعَ وتلاميذِّ وفيما كانَ متَّكِّئاً في البيتِّ إذا بعشَّ . فلَّما نظرَ   
يحتاجُ   "لا  قالَ:  يسوعُ  سمعَ  فلَّما  والخطأَة؟"  ارينَ  العَش  مع  يأكلُ  معل مُكم  "لماذا  هِّ:  لتلاميذِّ قالوا  الفريسيونَ 
اءُ إلى طبيبٍ لَكِّنْ ذوو الَأسْقام حَّ .الأصِّ فاذهَبوا واعلَموا ما هو إِّني أريدُ رحمةً لا ذبيحةً. لأن ي لم آتِّ لَأدعوَ    
يقينَ بل خَطَأَةً الى التوبة." دِّ   صِّ



Upcoming Events 

November 16th Prison Ministry Card Writing Workshop at coffee hour 

 
Coffee Hour 

Nov 16th Luis and Joan Henriquez  

Nov 23rd Nawal Khalil 
 

 

 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

November 23 Thanksgiving Basket,  

Raffle 6 tickets for $12. Please start bringing your gourmet items in the following 3 Sundays to give us 
enough time to make the best of a beautiful basket and maybe more. Please give your items to Rima. 

 

Dave & Buster’s Campaign 

Our Dave & Buster’s champaign got extended so we can maximize on our return. We are currently at 
$700.00 How it works: 

1. Place an order using St. John link. 

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 

3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing! 
 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog,  Rocky Dudum 
and Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sue Gideon. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Hala (Sandra) Mitry. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fairouz Freij. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Elias Freij. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health 
of Michael Shuheiber, Michael Munakash, 
Michelle Nicola, Michael Najjar, Michael 
Yowakeem, Gabriel Feghali, Gabriel Geleris, 
Jabra Shuhaiber, Ayla Raphaela Guajardo 
and all those who are named after St. Michael 
and St. Gabriel on their name’s day Nov. 8th. 
Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 

 



Tania’s Sermonette for Youth Month 

The Gospel we hear today is not just a story about something Jesus did long ago; it is a revelation of how 

God still acts in our lives right now. It shows us who God is, how He responds to our suffering, and how 

we are called to reflect His heart in the world.  

This passage teaches us first that God sees the suffering that we think no one notices. There are times 

in life when we may feel invisible. When we are weighed down by grief, stress, anxiety, or disappointment, 

and we assume no one understands what we are going through. Many of us walk into church every 

Sunday, carrying pain that we don’t speak about. Yet this Gospel reminds us that God never overlooks 

us. Even when we are silent, even when we are unsure how to pray, God sees us with perfect clarity. You 

do not need to be strong to be seen by God. You do not need the right words or a perfect prayer. God 

notices you even when others do not.  

Second, this Gospel reveals that God’s first response to our pain is not judgment or criticism, it is 

compassion. Many people carry the false belief that God only helps those who have their lives together. 

But in this story, Jesus is moved with compassion before anyone asks Him to act. That means God is not 

waiting for us to earn His help. He is not distant or emotionally detached. Instead, He is deeply involved 

in our suffering and feels our pain even more than we do. When you’re hurting, God is not disappointed 

in you, He is drawn toward you.  

Third, the Gospel shows that God is not interested in merely fixing problems, He restores lives. When 

Jesus acted, He did not just stop the funeral. He restored the future of the widow who had lost everything. 

God is not satisfied with giving us temporary comfort. He wants to rebuild the parts of our lives that have 

collapsed. He wants to return joy, purpose, relationships, faith, and hope back into our lives.  

Finally, this Gospel challenges us to allow Jesus to interrupt the direction we are going. When hurt 

becomes familiar, we can get used to walking in hopelessness. We can start believing that nothing will 

ever change, and we can carry our pain like a procession to the grave. But in the Gospel when Jesus 

touches the funeral bier, the procession stops. In the same way, Jesus wants to interrupt the hopeless 

stories we keep telling ourselves. Faith often begins at the moment when we allow Jesus to stop our 

despair and speak a new word over our lives. He challenges our belief that we are stuck and invites us to 

imagine that resurrection is still possible.  

The message of this Gospel is profoundly hopeful: no situation is too hopeless, no life is too broken, and 

no story is beyond God’s reach. The Gospel does not deny the reality of suffering, but it declares that 

suffering does not have the final word. Jesus meets us in the very places we are ready to give up, and 

when He speaks, even the things we thought were dead can rise again.  

So today, let this Gospel assure you that God sees you, God has compassion on you, God is not afraid 

of your pain, and God can restore what has been lost. Let it challenge you to become a person of 

compassion who brings hope to others. And let it remind you that when Jesus shows up, despair does 

not win, death does not get the last word, and everything can change. Amen. 



__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear parishioners,  

 

We ordered these items to continue beautifying our church. Your donations towards these items are 

greatly appreciated.  

 

$20, $50, $100 or more are accepted.  

 

God bless you all!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Bishiop’s chair has been donated by Raif and Sonia Rihani and family 

 
 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


