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Sunday, May 08, 2022; Tone 2 / Eothinon 4
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women, Pious Joseph of Arimathea &
Righteous Nicodemus
Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian; Venerable Arsenios the Great

Christ is Risen / Χριστός Ανέστη / المسيح قام
The Myrrh-Bearing Women, Pious Joseph of Arimathea &
Righteous Nicodemus
On May 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
Venerable Arsenios the Great, and we celebrate the Synaxis of the
Holy Dust, that is, the Manna, that issued from the grave of the holy
and glorious Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, the
Virgin and Beloved Bosom Friend of Christ.
When St. John was 105 years old, he took seven of his disciples,
went outside the city of Ephesus and told the disciples to dig a
grave in the form of a cross. Then the old man went down into the
grave, from where his soul departed this life. When the faithful later
opened St. John’s grave, they did not find the body in it. And on
May 8 each year a dust arose from the grave, from which those suffering from many
diseases were healed.
On this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast of the holy Myrrh-bearing
women. And we also make commemoration of Joseph of Arimathea, who was a secret
disciple, and Nicodemus, who was a disciple by night.
The women went to Christ’s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His body, only to discover it
empty. We know the names of only eight of these women: Mary the Theotokos, the
“mother” of James and Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed from his
previous marriage (Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene; Mary, the wife of
Cleopas; Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee;
Susanna; and Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. Joseph was a rich and noble
man, and a member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He dared to ask Pilate for the
undefiled body of our Savior, which he took and buried in his own new tomb.
Accompanying Joseph to the sepulcher was Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one
of the leaders of the Pharisees. Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes to
scent and embalm the body of Christ.

THE EPISTLE

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. John. (1:1-7)
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of
life—the Life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the
Eternal Life which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us;
and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing
this that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from Him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we have
fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the
truth; but if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking
for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate
wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and
laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath
was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they
might go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to
the tomb at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone
for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back – it was very
large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white
robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth,
Who was crucified. He is risen; He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His
disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And
they went out quickly and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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“Love your Neighbor”- A Ministry of St John the Evangelist Orthodox Church
During this year’s Great Lent and for May, St John’s will be collecting donations as we have done for many years,
alongside all parishes in the Antiochian Archdiocese for the following two important programs of the Archdiocese.
May – Project Mexico/ St Innocent Orphanage – Project Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that
performs works of mercy in the name of Jesus Christ, building homes for the poor in Mexico and by providing
education and shelter for orphaned boys through St. Innocent Orphanage.

Upcoming Events
Belated Father’s Day Barbecue after Divine Liturgy

Sunday, June 26th

Festival

– September 24th
25th

Coffee Hours
Coffee hour by Nelly Nassif and family in loving memory of her mother
Yvonne Edward Siag and her grandmother Sophie Edward Siag.

May 8th

Memorial Service
40 days memorial service on Sunday, May 22nd for the handmaiden of God Kh. Patricia
!Romley. May her memory be eternal

†

Holy Oblations
This week Holy Oblations are offered by:
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Noha Schulze, George Messih, and Nabil
Wahbeh. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Helen Addes. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Stacy Simon. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Kh.
Patricia Romley. May her memory be
eternal!
† St. John Parish Family for all the mothers,
grandmothers and godmothers of our parish.
Many years!
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Candles for the altar table and in front of the
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered
by:
† Ibrahim Fasheh in

memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her
memory be eternal!
†

Altar Servers: Nathan Swiess,

Clayton Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn Haddadin

