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Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
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www.stjohnorinda.org email: stjohn.evangelist.orinda@gmail.com

THIRD SUNDAY OF PASCHA
SUNDAY, MAY 04, 2025; TONE 2 / EOTHINON 4
SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING VWOMEN,
P1ous JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA & RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS
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Sunday of Joseph of Arimathea

On this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the
feast of the holy Myrrh-bearing women. And we also
commemorate Joseph of Arimathaea, the secret disciple, and
Nicodemus, the disciple by night.
The women went to Christ’'s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His
body, only to discover it empty. We know the names of only eight
of these women: Mary the Theotokos, the “mother” of James and
Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed from his
previous marriage (Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene;
Mary, the wife of Cleopas; Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the
mother of the sons of Zebedee; Susanna; and Mary and Martha,
the sisters of Lazarus. Joseph was a rich and noble man, and a
member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He dared to ask Pilate
for the undefiled body of our Savior, which he took and buried in
his own new tomb. Accompanying Joseph to the sepulcher was
Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one of the leaders of the Pharisees. Nicodemus brought 100
pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm the body of Christ.

THE EPISTLE
The Lord is my strength and my song. With chastisement has the Lord chastened me.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the Hellenists murmured against
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily ministry. And the twelve
summoned the multitude of the disciples and said: “It is not right that we should forsake the word
of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good report,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Préchoros, and Nikanor,
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nikolaos a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and
the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith.



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)
At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for
the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate
wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to Joseph.
And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him in a
tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
Jesus. And very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb at the rising of
the sun. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the
tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back — it was very large. And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe; and they were amazed. And
he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. He is risen; He is
not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before
you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly and fled from the tomb;
for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.
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Love Your Neighbor

May — Project Mexico/ St Innocent Orphanage

Project Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that performs works of mercy in the name of Jesus
Christ, building homes for the poor in Mexico and by providing education and shelter for orphaned boys through St.
Innocent Orphanage.

Thanks for a Great Easter Egg Hunt!

Christ is Risen. Truly he is risen! We're so grateful for everyone's
contribution, the teamwork and donations make our Pascha Egg
Hunt event a success! Takes a lot of helping hands and giving
hearts to pull off any event. Everyone's efforts were greatly
appreciated and don't go unnoticed. The young adults helped with
setting up, the teens enthusiasm to help the young ones in arts
and crafts, and having a picture opportunity with the Easter bunny.

A large attendance of all ages all around our grounds, 45 kids
counting down to pick up around 1000 eggs all over our grounds was only a site should be sight.

Many Blessings,  Rania & Kimberly

PROJECT MEXICO & ST. INNOCENT ORPHANAGE

At St. John's, many of our teens have had the opportunity to volunteer to build homes for communities in need in
Northern Mexico, just across the US border (about 30 minutes from San Diego). We have some interest in taking
a group down this summer, June 12-18th. This is a wonderful, transformative volunteer experience as part of "a
mission to build hope, one home at a time" and has been a blessing to participate
in. https://www.projectmexico.org/homebuilding#gl

The homebuilding program is open to all teens 14 years & above or adults of any age!!! Younger teens under 14
can join along with a parent chaperone. If you're interested or have questions, please contact Rula
Adranly rulaadranly@comcast.net or Nadine Potts nbhpotts@sbcglobal.net.

Best Ever Rose Bake Sale

Best ever Rose Bake Sale $6,688 headed by Denise Dudum who always dedicated her love and time towards the
sale. Thank you Denise and all the ladies who donated, helped, prepared and baked the dessert, arranged the
lunch boxes, and handled the sale, your dedication and hard work is very much appreciated. The proceed will be
added to the ladies accounts towards the our future kitchen equipments. Thanks again!

Mother’s Day luncheon on Sunday May 4th at 1:30pm
Melo’s restaurant 644 San Ramon Blvd, Danville
Let’s get together to honor our mothers, wives, grandmothers, godmothers and aunties To show them our love and
appreciation for a Mother’s Day luncheon, no cooking or cleaning. $50 per person, Pizza for children 12 and under
is $12 per child.
Menu: salad
Choice of entrée
1) Chicken Marsala
2) Or
2) Lasagna
Soft drink
Alcohol on your own
For reservation and payment please call Mona Thayer by May 1st at 925 918-2170.

Thank you
Upcoming Events
Sunday, May 4" Mother's Day Luncheon at Melo’s Restaurant at 1:30pm
Coffee Hour
May 4t Nelly Nassif
May 11t Sponsor Needed
May 18 Joumana Najjar for the 6-year memorial of her Dad Alphones Jammal. May his

memory be eternal!
May 25" Sponsor Needed

June 1t Luncheon hosted by Fadwa Samara, Nelly Nassif and Samia Shaheen. $20 per
person.
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Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
T Victor and Angela Husary for the good health
of Chris, Tony and Mike Husary. Many years!
t St John Parish family for the good health of
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years!
1t Romley, Farradj and Lawyer families in
memory of Kh. Patricia Romley. May her memory
be eternal!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
George Adranly. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Donna Potter. Many years!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered by

1 Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

T Thank you to Ziad and Charlene Nassoura for
donating the communion wine.
God bless you and your children!

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




URGENT CALL TO ACTION

7YEAROLD
GAZAN GIRL
IN THE US

NEEDS ASTEM
CELL DONORNOW ’

Your stem cells could save her life /

or the life of any searching patient

ETHNICITY IMPACTS COMPATIBILITY

A donor match for this Palestinian child is
most likely an 18-40 year old Arab person in the U.S.

my.nmdp.org/Swab4Palestine | text Swab4Palestine to 61474

NMDP will send you a free buccal swab kit by mail. NMDP was founded in 1987 as Be the Match
and follows the strictest privacy protocols - all data is anonymized and secure

PLEASE SEND THIS TO 10 ARAB PEOPLE

CALIFORNIA FISH GRILL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
St. John

Church

Thursday, June 12 at 11AM-8PM
2910 Ygnacio Valley Rd. Bldg. G
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 ESTORE HSEGHLY

California Fish Grill will donate 25% of sales from this E FE

event back to the organization. Simply present this
flyer, mention the organization upon ordering or scan E

the QR code at kiosk.

If placing an order online, please enter code at checkout: fund2025

A BETTER WAY To (0afood-



Dine & Donate )

A dine and donate fundraising event, where 44
a portion of a restaurant's sales on a specific
day are donated to our church when mention
St.John and/or show the flyer. Essentially
creating a win-win situation for both the
restaurant and St. John. Plus you can gather
with fellow community members and have
no mess to clean. Additionally you don't
have to cook or worry about what to eat that day. :)
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JACK'S WILL DONATE 15% OF PROCEEDS

PRESENT THIS FLYER (OR SIMPLY MENTION THE ORGANIZATION ABOVE)
AND JACK'S WILL HAPPILY DONATE 15% OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE SALES.

ST. JOHN CHURCH
5/19/25

60 CRESCENT DRIVE
PLEASANT HILL | 84523 | (825] B48-6185

ILOVEJACKS.COM
SUNDRY-THURSDAY: BAM-8PM | FRIDAY & SATURDAY: BAM-10PM




Fellowship Hall Update

Due to delays out of our control from
county officials, we had to slow the pace
of construction work, but thankfully, this
past Friday the inspectors have come and
approved us to continue moving forward.
As you can see from the pictures, the
ceiling in the hall is completed, with final
light fixtures and sprinkler heads to be
installed shortly. The walls, floors and
fixtures are installed in the restrooms, and
§ we are awaiting partition walls as well as
«= lighting and ceiling panels. The kitchen
~ hoods are installed and walls are going
up. Painting is moving ahead this week
and hall floors are to be installed soon
after. Members of the parish are working
with the building committee and
contractor to finalize kitchen equipment.

As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are resuming work on our
donor recognition plaque. The list attached shows the names of the donors to the hall
that have donated $1,000 or more since 2013. We ask that you let us know soon if we
have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would like to change the way your
donation is recognized on the plaque. Also, if you would like to know your exact
contribution amount that we have on record, please contact the church office.To date,
we have received more than $925,000 in direct donations, not counting contributions
from church events such as the crab feed, dinners, and the Men's Fellowship and Ladies
of St John. We would like to show that we have raised more than $1 million dollars,
and are asking all to consider their donations to see if we can close the $75,000 gap
before we finalize the plague design. However, we kindly ask that you do not divert
your pledges and donations from the parsh operating funds to do so.

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and resources to this project,
for your patience as we approach the finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful
celebration in the new fellowship hall soon!



St John Fellowship Hall Donor Recognition

The 5t John Fellowship Hall Building and Fundraising Committees along with the Parish Council would
like to thank and recognize those donors who have given over the years to the Building Fund. The
contributions shown below include eumulative donations to the initial 52 Million in the building fund at
the start of construction, in addition to those donations to the current fundraising effort. Please note
that our very generous Cornerstone Donor, as well as several of the Partner and Friend |evel donors
have donated prior to the beginning of our current campaign. All donors will be recognized on a plague
or donor wall feature located in the reception area (foyer) of the hall at the levels shown below. If you
would like your contribution recognized in another way, or if you have questions regarding your

donation level, please contact the church office

Recognition  Names of Donors
level
Cornerstone  Hanada Fasheh
$500,000 +
Patron Rick and Sandra Dudum Jack and Sylvia Dudum
S100,000-249,000
Benefactor The MecClintic Family Joseph Sweis and Family
cgo,000-99,999  Fuad and Madia Sweiss
Provider Rocky and Nada Dudum Jon and Larissa Geleris
s75,000-40008  Mick and Deena Farrah Stephen and Angela Kreta
Anonyrmous Elias and Samia Shaheen
Supporter Dn. Nicolas and Rula Adranly Sam Khoury
$10,000-24,999 George and Samar Adranly Ron and Nancy Nicola
Sami and Kathy Adranly The Potts Family
George and Freida Cawog Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain
Jim and Denise Dudum Raif and Sonya Rihani
Lisa and David Hanna and Family Ernest and Moha Shulze and Family
Phillip and Gina Jaber Daniel and Mona Thayer
Jawad and Violet Jaber ADODBE — matching gift for Hanna Family
Anonymous Orthodox Vision Foundation
Partner Charles and Marilee Ajalat John and Sylvia Jaber
55,000-9,999 Dominick and Joby Aranda Fady and Joumana Najjar

Leila Farrad]

Lynn and Usama Farrad]
Ibrahim Fasheh

Jordis Fasheh

Health of the Frei] Family
Miranda Halaby

Darrin Rishwain
Munah Terazi
George Theodosy
Ramsey Zacharia



Friend

51,000-4,999

Jack Ajlumi

Samer Massar

Builder
§100-3%9

Richard and Joyce Ayoob
Anthony and Kimberly Bailey
William and Judith Bosl
Challenger Enterprises
Jack and Sylvia Dudum
F&M Bank

Fadi and Rana Feghali
Alex and Helen Ghantous
Khalil and Leila Hakeem
Ronald Issac

JDO Dakota Ventures
Ronald and Ruth Jeha
Mary Karadsheh

Maha Kuri-Peterson
Brandon Laidlaw

Lieman Properties

MCC Realty

Azmie and Melanie Madanat
Chris and Eva Malki
Margaret Mas

Siham Mitry

Myers Restaurant Supply
George Najjar

Saleem & Samya Abudawood
George E. Adranly

Felice and Eric Ajluni
Howard & Marilyn Ashcraft
Eman Baalbaki

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Randy and Barbara Bray

Ken Bullock Ins & Fin Services
Robert and Renee Crawford
Mary Cubeisy

Dn. John and Irena Dibs
Herb & Tania DeGroot
Daryl & Katherine Dudum
Tony Dudum

Fuad and Mary Farrad]
Maim & Madia Frangieh
John & Dina Freij

Fairouz Freij

Fred and Sue Gedeon
Sandra Gedeon

Benjamin and Ashley Geleris
Zzane & Irene Guajardo
lulianna Greensides

Bahij & Yardena Hanhan
Raymaond Hilal

Mounir and Muna Hobaika
Angela Husary

Jack's Restaurant

Samir and Abla Toubassy

In Memory of Dwight Underhill
Robert and Katrina Waddell
George and Afaf Wahbeh
Nahil and Subaila Wakileh
William Wood Architects
Hala Yowakeem

Samir and Nadia Zeidan

Dn George and Jane Nassief
Ramzi and Marina Nassoura
Maim and Helen Nazzal
Michaolas Luengo Construction
Mick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Family
Antone Nino

Fawda Samara

Jeanne Shikany

Samir and Caroline Syriani
Sami and Alia Sahouria
Andrew Thayer

Steven Thayer

The Kabob Shop Restaurant
John and Jan Theodaosy

Carol leha
Samir Juha
Andreas Karmlot
Rima Kashou
Norma Khalil
Elia Khalilieh
Elizabeth Kreta

Mary Lodge

William and Mary Massarweh
Daniel & Amy Mclellan
Mendocino Farms Restaurant
Paul and Arwa Mogannam
Alan & Dale Morgan

Khalil Mounzer

Ibrahim Munayer

Marwan Mukhar

Sam & Nelly Nassif

Ziad & Charlene Nassoura
William and Jida Nasser
Maureen Nelsan

Mark Nicola

Michelle Nicala

Pacer Physical Therapy
lacob Ritter

Alexis Robbins

Rocco's Restaurant & Plzza
Meezar 5amara



Eddie and Evleen Salem
Woanda and Leonard Sarkissian
See’s Candies

labra & Rania Shuheiber
Marie Simon

Matthew Simon

Summit Landscape Development
Christina Tast

Suzanne & Nabil Taovil

Sami Tawasha

Christina Thabit

Kamal & Samar Wahbe

TP Waolf

Khalil Yowakeem

Sam & Nevine Yowakim
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On Knowing God
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

God is unknowable, but He makes Himself known. Man, with his limited human
abilities, cannot know God. He senses His existence, senses some of His attributes,
and measures them from the created world, but he never comprehends Him, nor
does he know Him with a true, existential knowledge, except through divine
intervention and the revelation of His divine powers. This requires pure, righteous,
and humble souls to see Him and respond to Him. God shines His light on the good
and the evil, on the righteous and those He chooses, out of His mercy, for purposes
that only He knows. “God desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

Man finds evidence of God; his intellect helps him see the paths that lead to Him.
God is known through love. The proof of His existence is linked to the proof of His
action in you and in the universe.

It was said in ancient times, “Show me your God. Show me the proof of your God.”
The attributes of your God are seen through you. How do you behave, how do you
act, how do you face the world? What are your morals? If you believe in God, obey
Him, and act according to His commandments and His pleasures, then this is
evident in your behavior in this world. The believer imitates his God. In Christianity,
man is called to become the image of God. He was originally created in His image.
Although this divine image was distorted by the fall of the first two ancestors from
paradise, its traces still exist, and man, through Christ, can restore it and elevate it
to its authentic divine beauty.

Christians have known, since ancient times, two ways of approaching God, which
are simultaneously parallel and complementary. They spoke of Cataphatic
affirmation, through deduction and analogy, and of Apophatic approach, through
God’s transcendence of every attribute of creation.

In the first way, for example, you attribute the characteristic of beauty to God
because you see beauty in creation, which He created, and to Him be glory. Thus,
you see all goodness and virtue in this world and attribute it to God. You see



supreme mercy in a creature, and you say, “If a creature is capable of attaining this
degree of mercy, then how great is God’s mercy!”

This is a deductive, logical path that extends from creation to the Creator.
Theologians have called it affirmative (Cataphatic) theology or positive theology.

The second method is called Apophatic theology. It is the opposite of affirmative
theology. It proceeds from the premise that God is completely free from the
limitations of His creation. Human justice, for example, is imperfect, but God
cannot be imperfect. Consequently, His justice transcends human justice in a way
that cannot be measured, known, or limited. Therefore, some have gone so far as
to say that God has no justice when compared or measured with justice as humans
understand it. This is because God’s justice, which is unlimited and
incomprehensible, leads us to deny Him justice, based on our imperfect and limited
scale of human justice. This approach to God is called negative theology or theology
of negation, because it denies every human attribute, no matter how good and
beautiful, from God, considering Him, the Almighty, to be immeasurably superior
to them.

Because man cannot directly understand God, he resorts to images and symbols to
the extent that his mind and imagination can comprehend. Therefore, all speech
about God is, in the end, symbolic, indirect, and human, carrying the human flavor
and language that cannot encompass God.

It is mentioned in the biography of the Blessed Augustine that an angel, in the form
of a boy, appeared to him while he was walking along the seashore, contemplating,
with concentration and effort, the mystery of the Holy Trinity and the relationship
of the divine persons to one another. The boy-angel was scooping water from the
sea with his hands, placing it in a small hole he had made in the sand of the beach.
When Augustine saw him, he said to him, “Don’t you see the vastness and breadth
of the sea? How can this small hole contain all this water?” The angel replied, “And
how can your limited mind contain the infinite God?”

Because symbols, images, and human language are insufficient to express God’s
exceeding transcendence, as well as His difference from us, we need to use



negation to say what God is not, rather than what God is. The method of affirming
attributes in God is parallel to the method of denying these attributes in Him.

Every human expression is only a limited depiction, despite its sincere intent. God
remains a mystery. He transcends all that is human. When we speak of mystery, we
mean, in the words of Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, that something has become
clear to our understanding, but we never fully comprehend it.

God in Christianity is the God known in the Bible as the God who continually reveals
the works of His power to humans, enabling them to know Him for who He truly is.
Therefore, many have called Christianity the religion of divine revelation, which
began with God speaking to Abraham and ended with the divine incarnation in the
person of Christ. We know God through Jesus Christ. “No one comes to the Father
except through me” (John 14:6).

From here, Orthodox theology distinguishes between the essence, nature, or
identity of God, on the one hand, and His powers, works, or acts on the other.

The essence of God can never be comprehended, neither in this life nor in eternity.
If we knew the essence of God, we would no longer be created beings. This is
impossible for man, “God in the unapproachable light.” But He reveals His powers
or acts of power to us when He comforts, guides, and directs us. We see His powers
in the actions He accomplishes in us and in the world around us, His creation.

Saint Symeon the New Theologian says: “O invisible world, we see you. O intangible
world, we touch you. O unknowable world, we know you. O imperceptible world,
we grasp you.”

This requires spiritual eyes that see what is invisible to the eyes of the body alone.
This is given to those whose passions have been softened by divine grace,
enlightening their insight.

How, for example, can a hard-hearted person recognize acts of mercy? How can
someone whose heart is blinded by jealousy see the good in others, while being
torn apart by jealousy, passion, envy, and hatred?



To truly know God requires love, humility, and a keen sense of humanity. You know
Him to the extent that you associate with Him, and He is present in you. You can
only truly associate with Him if you are faithful, to the end, to His commandments
and teachings, which He revealed to you in Jesus Christ.

The enlightened Saint Sophrony Zakharov says, “God can be known everywhere,
because He is present everywhere. For man to possess this knowledge, schools and
theological writings are absolutely not enough. But when He is present with us, true
knowledge inexplicably penetrates our entire being.”



