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Christ is Risen / Χριστός Ανέστη / المسيح قام
Sunday of the Blind Man
On May 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyrs Theodosia of Tyre
and Theodosia of Constantinople; Hieromartyr Olvian, bishop of Aneos, and those with him.
On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle wrought by our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.
The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every human effort, while leaving the
Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that the
man was born without eyeballs. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in his eye sockets
and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior
did not send him there because his eye sockets were filled with clay, nor did the pool have
healing power, but instead to test his faith and obedience. Jesus fashioned the eyes of the blind man from the dirt as
God fashioned man from the dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed him, but this confession caused him
to be cast out by the enemies of the truth. Even his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind man
followed Jesus from that moment forward.

THE EPISTLE

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (16:16-34)
In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit
of divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and cried out saying:
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And she did this for many
days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers; and when they had brought them
to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs
which are not lawful for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose up together
against them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And when
they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having
received such a charge, he cast them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the
prison doors open, drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But
Paul cried out with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and
rushed in, and fell down before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what
must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire household. Then he brought
them up into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire house, in that he had believed
in God.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while
it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As he said this,
he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;”
others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so
I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought
to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay
on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep
the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So
they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a
prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees
we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents
said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second
time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a
sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they
reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses,
but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone
is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and
having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that I may believe
in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he
worshiped Him.
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ُ
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ذاك ،وأَما َن ُ
َنت تلمي ُذ َ
َجاب الر ُ
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َل ُه َيسوعَُ :قد َأرَْيتَ ُه والذي ِيتَ َكل ُم َم َع َك ُه َو ُه َوَ .ف َ
قال َل ُهَ :قد َ
“Love your Neighbor”- A Ministry of St John the Evangelist Orthodox Church

During this year’s Great Lent and for May, St John’s will be collecting donations as we have done for many years,
alongside all parishes in the Antiochian Archdiocese for the following two important programs of the Archdiocese.
May – Project Mexico/ St Innocent Orphanage – Project Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that performs
works of mercy in the name of Jesus Christ, building homes for the poor in Mexico and by providing
education and shelter for orphaned boys through St. Innocent Orphanage.

Upcoming Events
 at 6:30pm.عيد الصعودEvening Divine Liturgy for the feast of the Ascension .
Three Holy Children Camp in Jackson, CA
Belated Father’s Day Barbecue after Divine Liturgy
Festival

June 1st
June 20th-25th
Sunday, June 26th
September 24th – 25th

Coffee Hours
Joumana Najjar in memory of her father Alphonse Jammal. May his memory
!be eternal
Jordis Fasheh
Nawal Khalil for the good health of Randy Faris and for the honor of
celebrating Randy graduating from the University of Michigan Law School.
Sponsor Needed
Faironz F. in memory of Angel Freij, 28 years.

May 29th
June 5th
June 12th
June 19th
June 26th
Dear parents of graduates,

We at St. John’s would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their names, photos and biographies in the church
bulletin. This way, we can all know who they are and what is next for them in life. We are proud of them.
Please, help us to do this by submitting their pictures and bio via email.

Dear Sunday School Parents,
May 29, 2022 is the last day of Sunday School! AND June 5, 2022 is the Sunday School Graduation! (No Sunday
School).
We will have an Ice Cream Social following graduation! Look forward to seeing you all there!
Thank you!
Paula

Holy Oblations
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Noha Schulze, George Messih, Nabil Wahbeh
and Helen Addes. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for all the mothers,
grandmothers and godmothers of our parish.
Many years!
† Siham Mitry and family for the good health of her
sister Elaine Samara in Jerusalem. Many years!
† Hala Youakeem and the Youakeem family for the
good health of Aida Youakeem. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nadia Frangieh. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Fairouz Freij, Rania and Angelina Shuhaiber.
Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Souhad Halaka. Many years!

St. John Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Candles for the altar table and in front of the
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered
by:
† Ibrahim Fasheh in

memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her
memory be eternal!
†

Altar Servers: Nathan Swiess,

Clayton Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn Haddadin

