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Christ is Risen / Χριστός Ανέστη / المسيح قام
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
On this day, the fifth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast of the Samaritan Woman.
The Samaritan woman—the holy and glorious Great-martyr Photeini—met Jesus at midday
at Jacob’s Well, which was located in the city of Sychar. And being tired from travel and the
heat, Jesus sat at Jacob’s Well. A little after, the Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
had a long conversation with Him (it is the longest recorded discourse between Christ and a
single person in the entire Bible). Photeini did not want to talk to Jesus, because the
Samaritans did not have any dealings with Jews; Jews considered her people heretics
because Samaritans kept only the first five books of the Old Testament. However, the Lord
talked with her anyway, read her heart, revealed her secrets and gave her to drink of the
“Living Water”—the grace of the Holy Spirit that leads to eternal life and flows to all humanity.
Photeini immediately ran throughout the city to proclaim Christ. Through her, many other Samaritans believed in
Jesus.

THE EPISTLE

How magnified are Thy works, O Lord. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (11:19-30)
In those days, when the apostles were scattered because of the tribulation that arose over Stephen, they
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one, except to Jews only.
But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who upon coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number
that believed turned to the Lord. The report concerning them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem,
and they sent out Barnabas, to go as far out as Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad; and he exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they should cleave to the Lord; for he was
a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great multitude was added unto the Lord. Then
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a
whole year, they were gathered together in the church, and they taught a great multitude of people, and
the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. Now in these days prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood up and signified by the Spirit that there
would be a great famine over the whole world; and this took place in the days of Claudius Caesar. And
the disciples, every one according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren who dwelt in
Judaea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (4:5-42)
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the
sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His Disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that Thou, a Jew, ask a drink
of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift
of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you
get that living water? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his
sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him will never thirst forever; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to
draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered Him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you
now have is not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet.
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and Thou sayest that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the
Father seeks to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman
said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming [He Who is called Christ]; when He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus
said to her, “I Who speak to you am He.” Just then His Disciples came. They marveled that He was talking with a
woman, but none said, “What dost Thou wish?” or, “Why art Thou talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar,
and went away into the city, and said to the people, “Come, see a man Who told me all that I ever did. Can this be
the Christ?” They went out of the city and were coming to Him. Meanwhile the Disciples besought Him, saying,
“Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” So the Disciples said to one another,
“Has anyone brought Him food?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to accomplish
His work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see
how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to
reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans
from that city believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony, “He said to me all that I ever did.” So when the
Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed
because of His words. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
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ع ِميقَةٌ .فَ ِم ْن أيْنَ لَكَ الما ُء ال َح ُّ
ُ
َ
ً
َ
َ
ُ
ْ
ْ
ْ
ْ
ْ
ْ
َ
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سوا َ
صو ِداقِيني ،إنَّها تَأْتي َ
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ونَحْ نُ نَ ْس ُجدُ ِلما نَ ْعلَمَّ .
ب
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عةٌ ،وهي اَنَ
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ِ
سا َ
َالص ه َُو ِمنَ اليَهو ِد .ولَ ِك ْن تَأْتي َ
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ِ
اَب إنَّما َي ْ
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والحقَّ .
جدُوا.
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ب
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وح
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ِ
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ِ
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قالَ ْ
شو ْيءٍ  .فقا َل لها َيسووعُأ أنا المت َك ِلا ُم
أن َم وِس يَّا ،الذي يُقا ُل لهُ ال َمسوي ُ ،،يأتي .ف َمتى جا َء ذاكَ فَ ُه َو ي ُْخ ِب ُرنَا ب ُك ِال َ
ت لهُ المرأةُأ قَ ْد َ
َالميوذُهُ ،فَتَ َع َّجبُوا أ َّنوهُ َيتَ َكلَّ ُم م َع ْام َرأةٍ .ولَ ِك ْن لَ ْم َيقُو ْل أ َحودٌ مواذا ت ْ
ت ال َم ْرأة ُ
ب؟ أو ِلمواذا تَتَ َكلَّ ُم َم َعهوا؟ فَت ََر َكو ِ
َطلُو ُ
َم َعو ِك ه َُو .و ِع ْنو َد ذلوكَ  ،جوا َء ت ِ
اسأ تَعالوا ا ْن ُ
ْ
ضو ْ
ظروا إ ْنسوانا ً قا َل لي ُك َّل ما فَ َع ْلتُ  .أَلَ َع َّل هَذا ه َُو ال َمسوي،؟ فَخ ََر ُجوا ِمنَ ال َمدِينَ ِة
ت إلى ال َمدين ِة،
وقالت ِللنا ِ
َج َّرتَها ،و َم َ
إن لي َ
َالميذُهُ قاللينَ أ يا ُم َع ِلا ُم ُك ْل .فقا َل لَ ُه ْمأ َّ
طعاما ً َ ُك َل لَ ْسوت ُ ْم تَ ْع ِرفُونَهُ أَ ْنتُم .فقا َل التالميذُ فيما
سوألَهُ ت ِ
وأ ْق َبلُوا نَحْ َوهُ .وفي أثْ ِ
ناء ذَلِكَ َ
إن َ
َب ْينَ ُه ْمأ ألَ َع َّل أَ َحدا ً جا َءهُ ِبما َيأ َ ُكل؟ فَقا َل لَ ُه ْم َيسوووعُأ َّ
ع َملَهُ .أَلَ ْسووت ُ ْم تَقولونَ أَ ْنت ُ ْم إنَّهُ
طعامي أَ ْن أَ ْع َم َل َمشوويئَةَ الذي ْ
سوولَني وأ ُت ِ اَم َم َ
أر َ
عيونَ ُك ْم وا ْن ُ
ضو ْ
ص وا ِد .والذي
ظروا إلى ال َمزارعِ ،إنَّها قَ ِد ا ْب َي َّ
ص واد؟ وها أنا أقو ُل لَ ُك ْمأ ارفَعُوا ُ
َيكونُ ْ
ت ِل ْل َح َ
أر َب َعةُ أَ ْش و ُه ٍر ث ُ َّم َيأْتي ال َح َ
صوودُ ُ القَ ْو ُل َّ
زرعُ ،وآخ َُر
صوودُ َيأ ْ ُخذُ أُجْ َرةً ،و َيجْ َم ُع ثَ َمرا ً ِل َحياةٍ أبديَّةٍِ ،لكَي َي ْف َر َح الزارعُ
والحاصوودُ معا ً .فَفي هذا َي ْ
َيحْ ُ
ِ
إن "واحدا ً َي َ
صودوا ما لَ ْم تَتْ َعبُوا أَ ْنت ُ ْم في ِهَّ .
فإن آخرينَ تَ ِعبوا وأنت ُ ْم َدخ َْلت ُ ْم على تَ َع ِب ِه ْم .فَآ َمنَ ِب ِه ِم ْن تلكَ ال َمدينَ ِة َكثيرونَ
سو ْلت ُ ُك ْم ِلتَحْ ُ
َيحْ ُ
صودُ ".إناِي أَ ْر َ
َالم المرأ ِة التي كان ْ
ُقيم ِعندَهُم.
سو ِ
ِمنَ الس ِ
امريُّونَ َ ،
َت تَ ْشو َهدُ أَ ْن "قَ ْد قا َل لي ُك َّل ما فَ َع ْلتُ  ".ول َّما أتى إلَ ْي ِه ال َ
وامريينَ ِم ْن أج ِل ك ِ
سوألُوهُ أَ ْن ي َ
فَ َمك َ
ؤمنُ اَنَ  .ألنَّا
َالم ِك نُ ِ
َالم ِه .وكانُوا يقولونَ ِل ْل َم ْرأةِ :لسووونا ِم ْن أجْ ِل ك ِ
َث ُهناكَ َي ْو َميْن .فآ َمنَ َجم ٌع أكثَ َر ِم ْن أولئكَ جداا ً ِم ْن أج ِل ك ِ
س ِم ْعنا ،ونَ ْعلَ ُم َّ
العالم.
ص
أن هذا ه َُو بال َحقيقَ ِة ال َمسي ُُ ،،م َخ ِلا ُ
نَحْ نُ قَ ْد َ
َ
“Love your Neighbor”- A Ministry of St John the Evangelist Orthodox Church
During this year’s Great Lent and for May, St John’s will be collecting donations as we have done for many years,
alongside all parishes in the Antiochian Archdiocese for the following two important programs of the Archdiocese.
May – Project Mexico/ St Innocent Orphanage – Project Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that performs
works of mercy in the name of Jesus Christ, building homes for the poor in Mexico and by providing
education and shelter for orphaned boys through St. Innocent Orphanage.

Upcoming Events
Three Holy Children Camp in Jackson, CA
Belated Father’s Day Barbecue after Divine Liturgy
Festival

June 20th-25th
Sunday, June 26th
– September 24th
25th

Coffee Hours
Farradj families in memory of Kh. Patricia Romley.
Nawal Khalil
Jordis Fasheh

May 22nd
May 29th
June 5th

Dear parents of graduates,
We at St. John’s, would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their names, photos and biographies in the
church bulletin. In this way, we all can know who they are and what is next for them in life. We are proud of them.
Please, help us doing this by submitting their pictures and bio via email.

Memorial Service
†
†

40 days memorial service on Sunday, May 22nd for the handmaiden of God Kh. Patricia Romley. May her
memory be eternal!
On Sunday June 5th, memorial service offered by Hanna and Raghda Jildeh and family in memory of
Souhair Karkar. May her memory be eternal!

Holy Oblations
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Noha Schulze, George Messih, and Nabil
Wahbeh. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Helen Addes. Many years!
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Kh. Patricia
Romley. May her memory be eternal!
† St. John Parish Family for all the mothers,
grandmothers and godmothers of our parish.
Many years!
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Hanna Jildeh. Many years!
† Siham Mitry and family for the good health of her
sister Elaine Samara in Jerusalem. Many years!
† Hala Youakeem and the Youakeem family for the
good health of Aida Youakeem. Many years!
† St. John parish family for the good health of

Helen Addas , Helen Ghantous, Elaine
McClintic, Katarena Helaneh Borzghol,
Elaina Nassoura, Costa Adranly and all
who are named after Sts. Constantine and
Helen, equals to the apostles on their feast
day (may 21st) many years!

St. John Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Candles for the altar table and in front of the
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered
by:
† Ibrahim Fasheh in

memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her
memory be eternal!
†

Altar Servers: Nathan Swiess,

Clayton Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn Haddadin

