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SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2025
TONE 4 / EOTHINON 7

FIFTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

& AFTER-FEAST OF MID-PENTECOST
MARTYRS PETER, DIONYSIOS, ANDREW, PAUL, CHRISTINA, HERAKLIOS, PAULINOS AND BENEDIMOS;

STEPHEN THE NEW, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
On May 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
the Martyrs Peter, Dionysios, Andrew, Paul, Christina, Heraklios,
Paulinos and Benedimos; and Stephen the New, patriarch of
Constantinople.
On this day, the fifth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast
of the Samaritan Woman.

The Samaritan woman—the holy and glorious Great-martyr
Photeini—met Jesus at midday at Jacob’s Well, which was
located in the city of Sychar. And being tired from travel and the
heat, Jesus sat at Jacob’s Well. A little after, the Samaritan
woman came to draw water, and had a long conversation with
Him (it is the longest recorded discourse between Christ and a
single person in the entire Bible). Photeini did not want to talk to
Jesus, because the Samaritans did not have any dealings with
AR Jews; Jews considered her people heretics because Samaritans
kept only the first five books of the Old Testament. However, the Lord talked with her anyway, read
her heart, revealed her secrets and gave her to drink of the “Living Water"—the grace of the Holy
Spirit that leads to eternal life and flows to all humanity. Photeini immediately ran throughout the city
to proclaim Christ. Through her, many other Samaritans believed in Jesus.
THE EPISTLE

How magnified are Thy works, O Lord.
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (11:19-30)
In those days, when the apostles were scattered because of the tribulation that arose over
Stephen, they traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
no one, except to Jews only. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
who upon coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And
the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord.
The report concerning them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

out Barnabas, to go as far out as Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad; and he exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they should cleave to the
Lord; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great multitude was
added unto the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had
found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year, they were gathered together in
the church, and they taught a great multitude of people, and the disciples were called
Christians first in Antioch. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to
Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood up and signified by the Spirit that there
would be a great famine over the whole world; and this took place in the days of Claudius
Caesar. And the disciples, every one according to his ability, determined to send relief to
the brethren who dwelt in Judaea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of
Barnabas and Saul.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (4:5-42)
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave
to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with his
journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of
Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His Disciples had gone
away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that Thou, a
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give
Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” The
woman said to Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do
you get that living water? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well,
and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him
will never thirst forever; the water that | shall give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | may not




thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered Him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘| have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have
is not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, | perceive that Thou
art a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and Thou sayest that in Jerusalem
is the place where men ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the
hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. Butthe houris coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “| know that
Messiah is coming [He Who is called Christ]; when He comes, He will tell us all things.”
Jesus said to her, “| Who speak to you am He.” Just then His Disciples came. They
marveled that He was talking with a woman, but none said, “What dost Thou wish?” or,
“Why art Thou talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the
city, and said to the people, “Come, see a man Who told me all that | ever did. Can this
be the Christ?” They went out of the city and were coming to Him. Meanwhile the Disciples
besought Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you
do not know.” So the Disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him food?”
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to accomplish His
work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’'? | tell you, lift
up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives
wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.
For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for
which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many
Samaritans from that city believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony, “He said to
me all that | ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His words.
They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
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Love Your Neighbor

Financial Pledges

Dear Parishioners,

| would like to thank you for your generosity in supporting the church and its projects. I’'m asking you to fulfill your
primary responsibility in meeting your financial pledges before your contributions to any project such as the Hall ..
etc.!

In the Risen Christ,

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol




Don’t go Into the Fellowship Hall

Dear Parishioners,

Please refrain from going to the new Fellowship Hall for the next 2 weeks. The workers are doing the flooring. The

Hall will be blocked.

Thank you for your understanding!

Upcoming Events

June 1st

Memorial service for Anwar Nassar by Samir Nassar and family In memory of
his brother. May his memory be eternal!

June 25th - 29th

Parish Life Conference: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport
2025 Host Parish: St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, CA)

September 20"-21

St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival

Coffee Hour

person.

May 18" Jordis Fasheh
May 25" Evan Silvernale and Family.
June 1%t Luncheon hosted by Fadwa Samara, Nelly Nassif and Samia Shaheen. $20 per

Holy Oblations

be eternal!

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
t Victor and Angela Husary for the good health
of Chris, Tony and Mike Husary. Many years!
t St. John Parish family for the good health of
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years!
1t Romley, Farradj and Lawyer families in
memory of Kh. Patricia Romley. May her memory

t St. John Parish Family for the good health of
George Adranly. Many years!

t St. John Parish Family in memory of Donna
Potter. May her memory be eternal!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered by

1 Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

1 Thank you to Ziad and Charlene Nassoura for
donating the communion wine.
God bless you and your children!




ONLY IN THEATERS: JUNE 6TH, 2025 AT 6 PM

EXCLUSIVELY AT THE RUSSIAN CENTER
2460 SUTTER ST, SAN FRANCISCO
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SF ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH COMMITTEE
PRESENTS A YOUTH BALL

NIGHT

A

CALIFORNIA FISH GRILL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

THE STARS St. John
Church

A masterpiece’ Thursday, June 12 at 11AM-8PM
2910 Ygnacio Valley Rd. Bldg. G

- AVERAGE BALL ATTENDANT
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 ST (SE T

***** California Fish Grill will d 25% of sales f hi
alifornia Fish Grill will donate of sales from this
. OO0

FOOD WAS TO DIE FORI event back to the organization. Simply present this
-Wilted Lentils . . ; "
flyer, mention the organization upon ordering or scan E

the QR code at kiosk.

FEATURING: DJ, OPEN BAR, STUNNING DECORATIONS, DANCING, THREE-COURSE DINNER,
AWARDS, PHOTO BOOTH, COAT CHECK, PHOTO PROPS, AND MORE! =
CRA If placing an order online, please enter code at checkout: fund2025

/.(.&h SF ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH COMMITTEE
ll;fnmni,l' PRODUCTIONS A BETTER WAY TO f/e_aM

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




Dine & Donate )

A dine and donate fundraising event, where 44
a portion of a restaurant's sales on a specific
day are donated to our church when mention
St.John and/or show the flyer. Essentially
creating a win-win situation for both the
restaurant and St. John. Plus you can gather
with fellow community members and have
no mess to clean. Additionally you don't
have to cook or worry about what to eat that day. :)
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JACK'S WILL DONATE 15% OF PROCEEDS

PRESENT THIS FLYER (OR SIMPLY MENTION THE ORGANIZATION ABOVE)
AND JACK'S WILL HAPPILY DONATE 15% OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE SALES.

ST. JOHN CHURCH

60 CRESCENT DRIVE
PLEASANT HILL | 84523 | (825] B48-6185

ILOVEJACKS.COM
SUNDRY-THURSDAY: BAM-8PM | FRIDAY & SATURDAY: BAM-10PM




DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES & TEIE

WEST PARISHLIFE CONFERENCE
JUNE 25 - 29, 2025

HOSTED BY:
ST. NICHOLAS ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH, SAN FRANCISCO

WWW.LAPLC.ORG

" | JOIN US AT HYATT
SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS: REGENCY SAN FRANCISCO

THURSDAY JUNE 26 AIRPORT FOR THE 2025 PLC!

Morning and Afternoon Workshops e Hotel Group Rate: $179/night
Order of St. Ignatius Reception

plus local taxes/fees

Young Adult Dinner Group rate is valid 3 days
Taco Thursday Welcome Reception before and 3 days after

FRIDAY JUNE 27 Conference

Complimentary shuttle to &
Organization Meetings from San Francisco airport

Bible Bowl Self parking $15/Day
lce Cream Social & Teen Dance 10% discount at all hotel food
“Candyland” Theme outlets

SATURDAY JUNE 28

Young Adult Pilgrimage to Holy
Virgin Mary Russian Cathedral
Awards Brunch

Oratorical & Choir Festival
Middle Eastern Dinner and Dance

(Hafli)

SUNDAY JUNE 29

« Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

Visit our website for more information




Fellowship Hall Update - Hall is closed
to parisioners after church due to
safety concerns and work proceeding
during the next two weekends. Please
do not try to enter the hall.

We have made great progress since our
last update and are excitedly talking about
the final stages of the project. The lighting
fixtures and sprinkler heads are complete,
and 4 chandeliers are on the way and will
# be installed next week. Final HVAC work
== is being completed with grille installation

| and air balancing. The floor is being
' prepped this week for installation and
should be installed in a couple weeks. We
are closing in on finalizing the kitchen
equipment and work spaces.

As we are approaching hall completion
and occupancy, we are resuming work on our donor recognition plague. The list
attached shows the names of the donors to the hall that have donated $100 or more since
2013. We ask that you let us know soon if we have inadvertently misspelled any
names, or if you would like to change the way your donation is recognized on the
plaque. Also, if you would like to know your exact contribution amount that we have
on record, please contact the church office.To date, we have received more than
$950,000 in direct donations, not counting contributions from church events such as the
crab feed, dinners, and the Men's Fellowship and Ladies of St John. We would like to
show that we have raised more than $1 million dollars, and are asking all to consider
their donations to see if we can close the $50,000 gap before we finalize the plaque
design. However, we kindly ask that you do not divert your pledges and donations from
the parsh operating funds to do so.

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and resources to this project,
for your patience as we approach the finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful
celebration in the new fellowship hall soon!



St John Fellowship Hall Donor Recognition

The St John Fellowship Hall Building and Fundraising Committees along with the Parish Council would
like to thank and recognize those donors who have given over the years to the Building Fund. The
contributions shown below include cumulative donations to the initial $2 Million in the building fund at
the start of construction, in addition to those donations to the current fundraising effort. Please note
that our very generous Cornerstone Donor, as well as several of the Partner and Friend level donors
have donated prior to the beginning of our current campaign. All donors will be recognized on a plaque
or donor wall feature located in the reception area (foyer) of the hall at the levels shown below. If you

would like your contribution recognized in another way, or if you have questions regarding your
donation level, please contact the church office.

Recognition
level

Cornerstone
$500,000 +

Patron
$100,000-249,000

Benefactor
$50,000 - 99,999

Provider
$25,000 - 49,999

Supporter
$10,000-24,999

Partner
$5,000-9,999

Names of Donors

Hanada Fasheh

Rick and Sandra Dudum
Fuad and Nadia Sweiss

The McClintic Family

Sami and Kathy Adranly
James and Denise Dudum
Jason and Lena Dudum
Rocky and Nada Dudum

Dn. Nicolas and Rula Adranly
George and Samar Adranly
Anonymous

George and Freida Cawog
Nick and Deena Farrah
Ibrahim Fasheh

Jordis Fasheh

Lisa and David Hanna and Family
Phillip and Gina Jaber

Jawad and Violet Jaber

Ron and Ruth Jeha

Charles and Marilee Ajalat
Dominick and Joby Aranda
Leila Farradj

Lynn and Usama Farradj
Health of the Freij Family

Jack and Sylvia Dudum

Joseph Sweis and Family

Nick and Deena Farrah
Jon and Larissa Geleris
Stephen and Angela Kreta
Elias and Samia Shaheen

Sam Khoury

Ron and Nancy Nicola

Fady and Joumana Najjar

The Potts Family

Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain

Raif and Sonya Rihani

Ernest and Noha Shulze and Family
Daniel and Mona Thayer

ADOBE — matching gift for Hanna Family
Orthodox Vision Foundation

Miranda Halaby
John and Sylvia Jaber
Darrin Rishwain
Munah Terazi
George Theodosy
Ramsay Zacharia



Friend
$1,000-4,999

Saleem & Samya Abudawood
Jack Ajlumi

Richard and Joyce Ayoob
Anthony and Kimberly Bailey
William and Judith Bosl
Challenger Enterprises

Daryl & Katherine Dudum
J.D. and Jessie Dudum

F&M Bank

Fadi and Rana Feghali

Alex and Helen Ghantous
Khalil and Leila Hakeem
Ronald Issac

JDO Dakota Ventures

Ronald and Ruth Jeha

Mary Karadsheh

Maha Kuri-Peterson
Brandon Laidlaw

Lieman Properties

MCC Realty

Azmie and Melanie Madanat
Chris and Eva Malki
Margaret Mas

Siham Mitry

Myers Restaurant Supply

George Najjar

Samer Nassar

Dn George and Jane Nassief
Ramzi and Marina Nassoura
Ziad & Charlene Nassoura
Naim and Helen Nazzal
Nicholas Luengo Construction

Nick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Family

Antone Nino

Fawda Samara

Jeanne Shikany

Samir and Caroline Syriani
Sami and Alia Sahouria
Andrew Thayer

Steven Thayer

The Kebab Shop Restaurant
John and Jan Theodosy
Samir and Abla Toubassy

In Memory of Dwight Underhill
Robert and Katrina Waddell
George and Afaf Wahbeh
Nabil and Souhila Wakileh
William Wood Architects
Hala Yowakeem

Samir and Nadia Zeidan



Builder
$100-999

George E. Adranly

Felice and Eric Ajluni
Howard & Marilyn Ashcraft
Eman Baalbaki

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Randy and Barbara Bray
Ken Bullock Ins & Fin Services
Robert and Renee Crawford
Mary Cubeisy

Dn. John and Irena Dibs
Herb & Tania DeGroot
Tony Dudum

Fuad and Mary Farrad;j
Naim & Nadia Frangieh
John & Dina Freij

Fairouz Freij

Fred and Sue Gedeon
Sandra Gedeon

Benjamin and Ashley Geleris
Zzane & Irene Guajardo
Julianna Greensides

Bahij & Yardena Hanhan
Raymond Hilal

Mounir and Muna Hobaika
Angela Husary

Jack's Restaurant

Carol Jeha

Samir Juha

Andreas Kamlot

Rima Kashou

Norma Khalil

Elia Khalilieh

Elizabeth Kreta

Mary Lodge

William and Mary Massarweh
Daniel & Amy McLellan
Mendocino Farms Restaurant
Paul and Arwa Mogannam
Alan & Dale Morgan

Khalil Mounzer

Ibrahim Munayer

Marwan Mukhar

Sam & Nelly Nassif

William and Jida Nasser
Maureen Nelson

Mark Nicola

Michelle Nicola

Pacer Physical Therapy

Jacob Ritter

Alexis Robbins

Rocco's Restaurant & Pizza
Neezar Samara

Eddie and Evleen Salem
Wanda and Leonard Sarkissian
See’s Candies

Jabra & Rania Shuheiber
Marie Simon

Matthew Simon

Summit Landscape Development
Christina Tast

Suzanne & Nabil Taovil

Sami Tawasha

Christina Thabit

Kamal & Samar Wahbe

TP Wolf

Khalil Yowakeem

Sam & Nevine Yowakim

Rev: May 14, 2025



St. John Financial Snapshot
Year to Date Actual Finances as of 04/30/2025

2025YearToDate 2 OfTOtal 550 vearto Date
INCOME Income
-$5K difference vs. YTD 2024.
-$10K difference vs. 2025
Membership Pledges $ 50,196 21% $ 54,739 |Budget.
Tray Collections $ 5,983 2% $ 5116
Preschool Contribution $ 149,281 62% $ 83,109
Crab Feed and Festival $ 21,011 9% $ 22,149
Related to prior year. Add'l
$5K expected in December
Ladies Contribution $ 5,000 2% $ - |2025.
Other $ 8,041 3% $ 7,606
Total Income $ 239,512 100% $ 172,719
Total Expenses $ 194,453 $ 134,028
¥YTD Net Income $ 45,059 19% $ 38,692

**Other includes bookstore, candles, flowers, palms, coffee hour, memorials, weddings, baptisms.

weddings, prior year pledges

Building Fund Balance $

Those who wish to see the full financial summary should contact Parish Council

Treasurer Andrew Thayer

764,123.51



Between Reality and the Ideal
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

What | like about Christianity that it is ideal and realistic at the same time. It is ideal
to the extent that it makes a person, if he wants, a heavenly being, an angel on
earth; and realistic in its care for him, if he seeks the ideal, so that he can achieve
it. It rejects sin and fights it on principle, and pledges to the person, who is weak
before it, a healing method that will rid him of it. It nurtures him until he is
strengthened in spirit, supports him so that he does not fall, and if he does,
Christianity strengthens him so that he can rise from his fall and start again.

The ideal of Christianity is derived from the word “example,” meaning it offers the
presence of a teacher, a role model, a clear standard which the believer strives,
with God's grace, to imitate. The ideal is not a utopia, a dream, that is impossible
to reach or unworkable. The person of Christ Himself is the ideal, role model, and
example. It believes that the Word of God was incarnated and became a human
being to give humans the ability to reach His likeness. He became a perfect human
being in every aspect, a real human being like us in every aspect, except for sin.

The Church Fathers have said about His earthly birth: “God (the Word) became
man, so that man might become God.” The true Christian seeks to imitate his
Master in everything. The Holy Fathers teach us to think, before embarking on any
action: If Christ were in my place, how would He act? Thus, the believer imitates,
as much as possible, His example. Many followed this path and were sanctified and
exalted, becoming angels in human bodies. Some are well-known, even saints
whose fragrance spread throughout the world. Many of them — perhaps most — are
unknown or known within a small area. Therefore, after Pentecost, the Church
celebrates a special Sunday feast for All Saints, “whether men or women, known or
unknown” (The Horologion, or The Book of the Hours).

Christianity’s realism lies in the rich, militant, spiritual approach accumulated by
the work of the Holy Spirit in it over the centuries. This approach is based on the
believer’s progression through the stages of the Gospel, based primarily on sound,
personalized guidance. The most important books in this field are available to
everyone. But to live what is stated in them, and for the believer to gain the ability
to apply it, requires someone to personally lead and guide. Father Andrei Skrima



wrote in an introduction about the book “The Ladder of Divine Ascent” (a didactic,
ascetical, and spiritual book, considered essential in the Orthodox Church): “This
book is not for reading.” By this, he meant this to live by it, not just to learn from
it. This book is lived with help from an experienced guide. It is not enough to read
about a spiritual teacher until you truly walk the path of his teaching.

The personal dimension of guidance is essential in Christianity. The general recipe
for all believers is the Gospel. Living and applying it depends on each person’s
ability, circumstances, personality, character, and upbringing. Not all human beings
are the same internally. Someone who grew up in a pious and devout home
environment is different from someone who grew up in something completely
different. Whoever has a sin ingrained in him since childhood will not be treated in
the same way as someone who has never experienced this sin.

Then there is the growth in our life in Christ. Not everyone is at the same spiritual
level. People are advanced, beginning, and somewhere in between. “When | was a
child, I spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became
a man, | gave up childish ways” (1 Corinthians 13:11).

Bustan al-Ruhbaan (The Garden of Monks) tells the following story: The order of
the monks in the Egyptian desert at that time required sleeping on a mat without
a pillow. A new monastic student came to them from a wealthy background. The
abbot allowed him to use a stone as a pillow. One of the brothers complained, so
the abbot asked him: “How were you sleeping at home, my son?” He answered:
“On the floor with my brothers in the same room. The abbot said to him: “So, you
did not make a major concession in the monastery. As for that brother, about
whom you complained, he was in his house, sleeping on a bed, with a soft mattress
underneath it, and an ostrich feather pillow. Do you think he could bear our
austerity all at once?”

There is reality and there is the ideal, and what is in between is the path on which
the Christian strives throughout his life. The fruit of virtue is not a goal in itself.
Loving God is the goal, and the fruit is a natural product of it. Your ultimate goal is
to keep striving toward perfection, whether you reach it or not. The great spiritual
teacher, St. John Climacus, said: “God will not hold you accountable for the number
of virtues you have attained, but for the sincere effort you have made to achieve






this or that virtue.” In another place, he says something shocking at first glance:
“The drops of sweat of your struggle are more valuable in the eyes of God than the
water of baptism.”

Perhaps the pastoral realism of Christianity is most evident in the absence of a clear
and conclusive legal definition that determines for the believer what to do in both
general and specific situations. There is no teaching, gentle or rigid, that soothes
the conscience. You are constantly inspired by the Spirit of God, the Spirit of true
understanding, to illuminate your path, so you know how to walk and act in the
face of countless situations that may come your way.

Take marital relationships, for example. There is no specific teaching regarding how
spouses should deal with each other in all aspects. The concept of married life is
clear in Christianity. But how it is lived, the extent of each partner’s tolerance, the
method of encompassing love that accommodates the other’s flaws, and many
other questions become the subject of research and dialogue. These require frank
openness between the spouses, under the care of their spiritual father, who helps
them practically to succeed and overcome their failures through continuous
personal spiritual care. Care that acknowledges existing weakness transcends and
strengthens the person. It does not exempt from the obligations of repentance for
what the Church considers a human weakness, which it treats until the person is
cured. There are many behavioral issues, or issues within the science of ethics, that
are not subjects of definitive decision in Christianity as much as they are subjects
of dialogue, prayer, and inspiration from above.

Christians do not have any justification that can completely clear their consciences.
You are called to confront the spiritual forces of evil in all their forms in this fallen
world by arming yourself with the gospel, seeking divine guidance and advice from
spiritual fathers, and strengthening yourself with your brothers and sisters in the
Lord. If you make a mistake, nurture a life of repentance in yourself, making
amends for what you did, renew your life, and direct it towards deeper and deeper
spiritual maturity and awareness.

Saint Ephraim the Syrian defines the Church as “the community of penitents,” that
is, those who walk in this community. As a Christian, you cannot neglect repentance
for a single day. You walk in it, rising in its spirit, day by day, toward the full stature



of Christ. Christianity is not a static religion in the sense of being satisfied with so-
called religious duties. It is a path on which you are always moving toward the peak.
It is a dynamic faith, if you prefer, because it does not stop you at a certain level of
transcendence, maturity, and holiness, but rather opens the horizons wider before
you to the Absolute, to God, so that you imitate Him and live up to His example. If
you truly love your Lord, you will throw yourself into His arms, not looking for peace
of mind, but rather, desiring to live in His care. You walk, without stopping, with
Him and to Him, being satisfied with Him alone, and finding yourself in Him.
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