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SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2025
TONE 7 / EOTHINON 7
FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT
COMMEMORATION OF JOHN CLIMACUS, AUTHOR OF “THE LADDER”
NEW HIEROMARTYR ZACHARIAH, METROPOLITAN OF CORINTH; SOPHRONIOS, BISHOP OF |IRKUTSK

Sunday of St. John of the Ladder

On this same day, the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent, we make
remembrance of our godly father, John, the author of The Ladder of
Divine Ascent (or Climacus).
The celebration of his feast on this day arose from the custom prevalent
in the honorable monasteries of starting Great Lent with the reading of
his lessons. John describes the method of elevating the soul to God as
ascending a ladder. He teaches those who seek salvation how to lay a
firm foundation for struggles, how to detect and fight every passion, how
. to avoid demonic snares, and how to rise from the rudimental virtues to
the heights of Godlike love and humility. John of the Ladder came to
% Mount Sinai at age 16 and remained there, first as a novice under

wlld # obedience, then as a recluse, and finally as abbot until his eightieth year.
One tlme hIS dISCIple Moses, fell asleep under the shade of a large stone. John, in prayer in his
cell, saw that his disciple was in danger and prayed to God for him. Later, when Moses returned,
he fell on his knees and gave thanks to his spiritual father for saving him from certain death. He
related how, in a dream, he heard John calling him and he jumped up and, at that moment, the
stone tumbled. Had he not jumped, the stone would have crushed him. John Climacus died on
March 30, 606.

THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord glory and honor.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing | will bless thee, and multiplying | will multiply thee.”
And thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For people indeed swear by what
is greater, and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. So when God, being
minded to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, He
interposed it with an oath, that by two immutable things—in which it is impossible for God to lie—
we might have a strong consolation, we, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope that is
set before us; a hope, which we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
entering into “that which is within the veil,” where Jesus entered as a Forerunner on our behalf,
having become a High Priest “forever according to the order of Melchizedek”.



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

Al

zd‘;LL/" Uj/

@J&/mujﬂj.a_)ﬁ ‘w/cLu/Lr‘_rJ.UJ.aié'
(20-13:6). asibiad ) Jpul Gl (ol Al ra (i

ks S, 35 SBLY S iy psdl chia Lo b Loy a0 21T cmll g WA ) B3R L
el afill ol 2 Bali 8 s cpdie sl 5 Le Opandd G L o3l U (6 Y @
u\uSAAYJuy)My ud)abdmm@; euaﬂn_}‘k.uj.i M.q); dj;_aedﬂ\_ﬂ_u 39‘943\4_1” .A.D.au\a\h\ ¢L.\:Ld
Fiadd Sulill 5L W 3 (63 Lald] | gl ol slicall LAE Gl s gk i Lo Laged 4
A ) A3 G B0lakls 48 e jla mju‘yus@m d;.:g_u;u_t\;;j\ d;\a A e ER i E W

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:17-31)
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, | brought my son to
you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds
his teeth and becomes rigid; and | asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you?
Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked
his father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the
fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And
Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father
of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, | believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a
crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, |
command you, come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His
Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot
be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee.
And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son
of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on
the third day.”
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Love Your Neighbor

March — Archdiocese Collection for Seminarian Fund on Sunday of Orthodoxy (March 9, 2025)
Each year the Archdiocese asks all parishes to contribute to help the Antiochian students

studying on the various seminaries of the United States. In March, these students will be our neighbors.

Thank you for a Successful Ladies Luncheon

A special thank and appreciation from the heart to all who supported the ladies luncheon last Sunday we raised
$1,400. The next luncheon is in June and we encourage all our parishioners to attend and support us, the minimum
donation is $20 children 6 and under are free and it is much cheaper than going out to have lunch at a
restaurant. We look forward to have more families to come forward and sponsor future luncheons in 2025. All the
proceeds of 2025 luncheons will be towards the building fund. Thank you

Help with the Easter Eqg Hunt

Our 3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt is fast approaching, coming up on April 19th! We are looking for some volunteers
and donations to help make this event a memorable one for all of our youth at St. John’s! Please review the SignUp
Genius link (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COE45A8A929AA8-55762312-stjohns#/) and sign-up to donate
some items or volunteer to help set-up/tear down and during the event!

We have created an Amazon Wishlist for the event, please take a look if you are able to help purchase any items:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/348DHSHRJZJR8?ref =wl _share

Please reach out to Rania or Kimberly if you have any questions:

raniamariekashou@gmail.com

kimberlynicola@gmail.com

Thank you!
Kimberly Bailey

PROJECT MEXICO & ST. INNOCENT ORPHANAGE

At St. John's, many of our teens have had the opportunity to volunteer to build homes for communities in need in
Northern Mexico, just across the US border (about 30 minutes from San Diego). We have some interest in taking
a group down this summer, June 12-18th. This is a wonderful, transformative volunteer experience as part of "a
mission to build hope, one home at a time" and has been a blessing to participate
in. https://www.projectmexico.org/homebuilding#dl

The homebuilding program is open to all teens 14 years & above or adults of any age!!! Younger teens under 14
can join along with a parent chaperone. If you're interested or have questions, please contact Rula
Adranly rulaadranly@comcast.net or Nadine Potts nbhpotts@sbcglobal.net.

Flowers for The Bier gl (deiof Christ .

We are asking for donations for the flowers for the Bier of Christ. Please let Fr. Nicholas know if you
can donate flowers.

Upcoming Events

Wednesday, March 26% Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at 6:00 PM
Joseph Rodrigues will be speaking at Ascension Cathedral at a potluck

Wednesday, March 26" sponsored by the Youth Council after their Presanctified Liturgy. He would love
people from his parish to be there!

Friday, March 28" Akathist/Salutations zll at 6:30 PM

Monday, March 31¢ Great Compline «_S) a1l 33k at 6:00 PM

Wednesday, April 2" Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at 6:00 PM

Friday, April 4" Akathist/Salutations =l at 6:30 PM

March 30", 2025 Prison Ministry Easter Card Writing Workshop after Divine Liturgy.

Coffee Hour
March 30%" The Husary family for the good health of Chris, Tony and Mike.
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Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
t St John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
t St John Parish Family in memory of Rose
Freij. May her memory be eternal!
T Victor and Angela Husary for the good health
of Chris Husary. Many years!
t St. John Parish Family in memory of George
Wahbeh. May his memory be eternal!
1 Siham Mitri and family in memory of Michael
Azoury, her great nephew. May his memory be
eternal!
t St John Parish Family in memory of Naim
Nazzal. May his memory be eternal!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nabil Tovil. Many years!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered by

1 Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

1 Epistle Readers March 30"
Arabic: Nelly Nassif
English: Lisbeth Gallegos

T Thank you to Ziad and Charlene Nassoura for
donating the communion wine.
God bless you and your children!

1 Palms for Palm
Sunday are offered by
Jim and Denise
Dudum and Family in
loving memory of
John, Misadeh, Audie
and Mary Dudum, Jim
and Rose Romley and Naim Nazzal. May their
memory be eternal!

St. John Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

You could use this QR code for your donation




URGENT CALL TO ACTION

7YEAROLD
GAZAN GIRL
IN THE US

NEEDS ASTEM
CELL DONOR NOW

Your stem cells could save her life

or the life of any searching patient

ETHNICITY IMPACTS COMPATIBILITY

A donor match for this Palestinian child is
most likely an 18-40 year old Arab personin the U.S.

my.nmdp.org/Swab4Palestine | text Swab4Palestine to 61474

NMDP will send you a free buccal swab kit by mail. NMDP was founded in 1987 as Be the Match
and follows the strictest privacy protocols - all data is anonymized and secure

PLEASE SEND THIS TO 10 ARAB PEOPLE
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PASG H A S
EGG HUNT

APRIL I19TH,2025 | AFTER MORNING LITURGY

Y EGG HUNT, BRUNCH, ARTS &CRAFT, & MORE!!
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D!‘:, ‘ y IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AND/OR DONATE

' PLEASE CONTACT RANIA KASHOU

) ‘ OR KIMBERLY BAILEY
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Dine & Donate

A dine and donate fundraising event, where a &
portion of a restaurant's sales on a specific
day are donated to our church when mention
St.John and/or show the flyer. Essentially
creating a win-win situation for both the
restaurant and St. John. Plus you can gather o
with fellow community members and have no mess to clean. Additionally you don't
have to cook or worry about what to eat that day. :)

2 TKS

¥ THEKEBAB SHOP

IS GIVING
50% BACKTO:

?john Orthodox
Church

Thursday, Apr 24
All day

The Kebab Shop

2359 Oak Grove Rd Bldg H
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

To participate in this fundraiser, show this flyer during checkout at the
store or order online at order.thekebabshop.com using the fundraiser
coupon code below.

Code for online ordering:

FUNDRAISER

This fundraiser event is between St. John Orthodox Church and The Kebab Shop. The Kebab

Shop will donate 503 of qualifying food and beverage sales to St. John Orthoedox Church.

Additional sales exclusions may apply including: Delivery, Catering. any other prometions. FoRcE
Offer velid only on select date{s) and location(s). Offer void if flyer is distributed in or near the ‘. ! GOOD
store. The Kebab Shop may impose additional terms and conditions. FsinmMe

FUNDRAISER




