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SUNDAY, JUNE 08, 2025
THE FIFTIETH DAY AFTER PASCHA
THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST

THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST

On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy
Pentecost.

On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we
commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the holy
Disciples and Apostles in the form of tongues of fire.
Numbering about 120, they who followed the Master gathered
in Jerusalem in the upper room of a house to await the Lord’s
promise to send the Holy Spirit. At about the third hour of the
day, there came a sound from Heaven as of a mighty rushing
wind, and it filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately
appeared, like as of fire, and sat upon the head of each of
them. The Apostles began to speak, not with the languages of
their ancestors, but with other languages with which the Holy Spirit supplied them, as He inspired
them. After the Apostle Peter explained what had happened, 3,000 people joined the Church on
the inauguration of the priesthood of grace. The objectives of Pentecost are, namely, the coming
of the Holy Spirit into the world, the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus Christ, and the completion
of the undefiled hope of the Apostles.
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Kneeling Service

We will have the kneeling service for the Holy Spirit at the Divine Liturgy.

Don’t go Into the Fellowship Hall

Dear Parishioners,
Please refrain from going to the new Fellowship Hall for the next 2 weeks. The workers are doing the

flooring. The Hall will be blocked.
Thank you for your understanding!


http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

THE EPISTLE
Their voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11)

When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly a
sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And
at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirst, let
him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly

m”m

shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who believed in
Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified. When they heard these words, many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.”
Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the
Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village

where David was?” So there was a division among the people over Him. Some of them wanted



to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and
Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, “No man
ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have
any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the
Law, are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said
to them, “Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he
does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to
rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “| am the light of the world; he who

follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
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Dear Parents of Graduates, \We at St. John’s, would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their names,
photos and biographies in the church bulletin. This way, we can all know who they are and what is next for them in
life. We are proud of them. Please help us to do this by submitting their pictures and bio via email

Financial Pledges

Dear Parishioners,

| would like to thank you for your generosity in supporting the church and its projects. I'm asking you to fulfill your
primary responsibility in meeting your financial pledges before your contributions to any project such as the Hall ..
etc.!

In the Risen Christ,

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol

Upcoming Events
June 8th

40 days memorial service by Siham Mitry and family in memory of Donna Mitry
Potter . May her memory be eternal!

Parish Life Conference: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport

June 25th - 23th 2025 Host Parish: St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, CA)

September 20™"-215 St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival




Coffee Hour

June 1%

person.

Luncheon hosted by Fadwa Samara, Nelly Nassif and Samia Shaheen. $20 per

Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
T St. John Parish family for the good health of
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
George Adranly. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family in memory of Donna
Potter. May her memory be eternal!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Fred Addas. Many years!
T Rocky & Nada Dudum for the good health of
their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Many years!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered bz

t Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




CONGRATS GRADS!

Dominic Farradj earned his Mason Walter Burt, son of Lillian (Mitry) Burt and
Master of Science degree in grandson of Siham Mitry, graduated from

Data Science from University Ponderosa High School in Cameron Park, CA. He
of San Francisco will be attending Folsom Community College to

start his studies in music appreciation




Katarena Borzghol

Graduated from Peninsula
High School.

Going to San Francisco
State University to study
interior design

Joseph David Rodrigues

MA in Theology and MA in
Philosophy from the Dominican
School of Philosophy and
Theology in Berkeley, CA.

Thesis title: "Lessons from the

Tombs: A Pragmatic Analysis of
the Asceticism of St. Antony the
Great and the 12-Step Program™

Diala Hanna is the
granddaughter of Helene
Ghantous. She graduated
from Carondelet High School
in May 2025. She is heading
to McGill University in
Montreal to study medicine




St. John’s Church
FATHER’S DAY PICNIC
Sunday, June 18"

Let’s treat all the Fathers, Grandfathers, Godfathers & Unclesto a
delicious BBQ Lunch complete with burgers, hot dogs, salad, chips, cold
drinks & a delectable homemade dessert bar!!!

Immediately following Divine Liturgy on the church grounds
$15/adult
Kids 12 & under — FREE
Organized by the St. John Ladies

All proceeds to benefit the Building Fund!!

For more information contact Rula Adranly at rulaadranly@com cast .net
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CASUAL KITCHEN

CALIFORNIA FISH GRILL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
St. John

Church

Thursday, June 12 at 11AM-8PM
2910 Ygnacio Valley Rd. Bldg. G
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 —

California Fish Grill will donate 25% of sales from this - =

event back to the organization. Simply present this .
flyer, mention the organization upon ordering or scan E

the QR code at kiosk.

If placing an order online, please enter code at checkout: fund2025

A BETTER WAY To (0afood-



Fellowship Hall Update

We had a kitchen inspection last week for fire and safety issues and
have ordered most major kitchen equipment items and countertops.
Floors throughout the building are nearing completion and
restroom partitions will be completed soon. Chandeliers are in and
look fantastic against the beautiful ceiling in the hall. HVAC
equipment is being completed as well as water heating systems.

Great news on the fundraising side. We have been approached with
some generous pledges to help complete the kitchen equipment.
You may recall that the actual kitchen equipment was not scoped in
the construction contract, and these donations will help us to get to
full use of the hall sooner.

These and other new donations bring us well over the $1Million
mark for parishioner donations, and will help us complete

ancillary parts of the project that might have had to be deferred until
a later date. Of course continued donations are still welcomed and
again, we ask that any donations to the hall be designated as such,
and do not detract from your reqular pledges to the church
operating fund.

As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are
resuming work on our donor recognition plaque. The list attached
shows the names of the donors to the hall that have donated or
pledged $1,000 or more since 2013. We ask that you let us know
soon if we have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would
like to change the way your donation is recognized on the plaque.
Also, if you would like to know your exact contribution amount that
we have on record, please contact the church office. If you have
pledged donations to the hall, and have not yet completed your
pledge, we ask that you please let us know when you will be able to
do so.

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and
resources to this project, for your patience as we approach the
finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful celebration in the
new fellowship hall soon



St John Fellowship Hall Donor Recognition

The St John Fellowship Hall Building and Fundraising Committees along with the Parish Council would
like to thank and recognize those donors who have given over the years to the Building Fund. The
contributions shown below include cumulative donations to the initial $2 Million in the building fund at
the start of construction, in addition to those donations to the current fundraising effort. Please note
that our very generous Cornerstone Donor, as well as several of the Partner and Friend level donors
have donated prior to the beginning of our current campaign. All donors will be recognized on a plaque
or donor wall feature located in the reception area (foyer) of the hall at the levels shown below. If you

would like your contribution recognized in another way, or if you have questions regarding your
donation level, please contact the church office.

Recognition
level

Cornerstone
$500,000 +

Patron

$100,000-249,000

Benefactor
$50,000 - 99,999

Provider

$25,000 -49,999

Supporter
$10,000-24,999

Names of Donors

Hanada Fasheh

Rick and Sandra Dudum
Jack and Sylvia Dudum

Keith Dudum
Joseph Sweis and Family

Sami and Kathy Adranly
James and Denise Dudum
Rocky and Nada Dudum

Dn. Nicolas and Rula Adranly
George and Samar Adranly
Anonymous

Dominick and Joby Aranda
George and Freida Cawog
Nick and Deena Farrah
Ibrahim Fasheh

Jordis Fasheh

Lisa and David Hanna and Family
Phillip and Gina Jaber

Jawad and Violet Jaber

Jason and Lena Dudum
Fuad and Nadia Sweiss

The McClintic Family

Nick and Deena Farrah
Jon and Larissa Geleris
Stephen and Angela Kreta
Elias and Samia Shaheen

Ron and Ruth Jeha

Sam Khoury

Ron and Nancy Nicola

Fady and Joumana Najjar

The Potts Family

Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain
Raif and Sonya Rihani

Ernest and Noha Shulze and Family
Daniel and Mona Thayer

ADOBE — matching gift for Hanna Family
Orthodox Vision Foundation



Partner
$5,000-9,999

Friend
$1,000-4,999

Anonymous

Charles and Marilee Ajalat
Miranda Halaby

Sandy Hodges

John and Sylvia Jaber
Leila Farradj

Saleem & Samya Abudawood
Jack Ajluni

Richard and Joyce Ayoob
Anthony and Kimberly Bailey
Sandy Bennett

William and Judith Bosl

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol
Challenger Enterprises

Daryl and Katherine Dudum
J.D. and Jessie Dudum

F&M Bank

Fadi and Rana Feghali

Alex and Helen Ghantous
Khalil and Leila Hakeem
Ronald Issac

JDO Dakota Ventures

Ronald and Ruth Jeha

Mary Karadsheh

Maha Kury-Peterson
Brandon Laidlaw

Lieman Properties

Azmie and Melanie Madanat
Chris and Eva Malki
Margaret Mas

Fred and Tania Milkie

Siham Mitry

Myers Restaurant Supply

Lynn and Usama Farradj

Issam and Rania Freij

Salem and Antoinette Mufarreh
Darrin Rishwain

George Theodosy

Ramsay Zacharia

George Najjar

Samer Nassar

Dn George and Jane Nassief
Ramzi and Marina Nassoura
Ziad & Charlene Nassoura
Naim and Helen Nazzal

Susan Nazzal

Nicholas Luengo Construction
Nick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Family
Antone Nino

Fawda Samara

Jeanne Shikany

Samir and Caroline Syriani
Sami and Alia Sahouria
Andrew Thayer

Steven Thayer

The Kebab Shop Restaurant
John and Jan Theodosy

Samir and Abla Toubassy

In Memory of Dwight Underhill
Robert and Katrina Waddell
George and Afaf Wahbeh
Nabil and Souhila Wakileh
William Wood Architects

Hala Yowakeem

Samir and Nadia Zeidan



Builder
$100-999

George E. Adranly

Felice and Eric Ajluni
Howard & Marilyn Ashcraft
Eman Baalbaki

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Randy and Barbara Bray
Ken Bullock Ins & Fin Services
Robert and Renee Crawford
Mary Cubeisy

Dn. John and Irena Dibs
Herb & Tania DeGroot
Tony Dudum

Fuad and Mary Farradj
Naim & Nadia Frangieh
John & Dina Freij

Fairouz Freij

Fred and Sue Gedeon
Sandra Gedeon

Benjamin and Ashley Geleris
Zzane & Irene Guajardo
Julianna Greensides

Bahij & Yardena Hanhan
Raymond Hilal

Mounir and Muna Hobaika
Angela Husary

Jack's Restaurant

Carol Jeha

Samir Juha

Andreas Kamlot

Rima Kashou

Norma Khalil

Elia Khalilieh

Elizabeth Kreta

Mary Lodge

William and Mary Massarweh
Daniel & Amy McLellan
Mendocino Farms Restaurant
Paul and Arwa Mogannam
Alan & Dale Morgan

Khalil Mounzer

Ibrahim Munayer

Marwan Mukhar

Sam & Nelly Nassif

William and Jida Nasser
Maureen Nelson

Mark Nicola

Michelle Nicola

Pacer Physical Therapy

Jacob Ritter

Alexis Robbins

Rocco's Restaurant & Pizza
Neezar Samara

Eddie and Evleen Salem
Wanda and Leonard Sarkissian
See’s Candies

Jabra & Rania Shuheiber
Marie Simon

Matthew Simon

Summit Landscape Development
Christina Tast

Suzanne & Nabil Taovil

Sami Tawasha

Christina Thabit

Kamal & Samar Wahbe

TP Wolf

Khalil Yowakeem

Sam & Nevine Yowakim

Rev: June 5, 2025



Contemporary Luminous Faces: Metropolitan Anthony Bloom, Part One
His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

"Consciously and at every hour | wish to take part in the redemption of the world, remaining a light
amongst the storms, to be one of Thy beacons.

I go, O Lord, into the world to do Thy will. My only desire is to stand firm as a faithful servant at the post
to which Thou didst appoint me, in order to meet Thee worthily." — Metropolitan Anthony Bloom (1914-
2003)

A brilliant contemporary witness to the work of Christ in the hearts of His devoted followers, Metropolitan
Anthony Bloom was a man of prayer and spiritual insight of the highest caliber. He embodied
unwavering faith in Christ, a profound insight into humanity, especially the modern individual, refined
theological scholarship and language, and a steadfast, boundless compassion. A master of dialogue
and conversation, he was renowned for his sharp insight, analytical clarity, and ability to grasp reality
before expressing any judgment or opinion. No one crossed his path without being deeply and positively
moved by him.

The son of a Russian diplomat, he was born in Switzerland and named Andrei. His family later relocated
to Iran for his father's post and eventually settled in France following the Communist Revolution.

His father had to give up his diplomatic career and took up jobs in various places, which plunged the
family into financial hardship. Yet, his distinctive personality left a lasting impact on Andrei. His father
once told him: "Never forget that it doesn't matter whether one lives or dies. What matters is what we
live for and for which we are prepared to die." These words indicated the spirit that prevailed in their
home and the deep sense of life's meaning that profoundly shaped Metropolitan Anthony from an early
age.

His sharp intellect enabled him to continue giving private tutoring in mathematics and in any subject his
students struggled, and that he had mastered. This covered his living expenses and allowed him to
continue his studies, though not without hardship and struggle.

Tutoring consumed all his evenings, leaving only the weekends for his own studies, which took a toll on
his health. Nevertheless, he managed to complete his education. Reflecting on that period, he said: "My
life was very different from that of today's student; at times, | was harsh, hungry, and rough, and | was
incapable of preaching a gentle and warm sermon."

He pursued studies in physics, chemistry, and biology at the Sorbonne, and later enrolled in medical
school, earning his doctorate at the outbreak of World War Il in 1939. By then, he had acquired French
citizenship and served as a military surgeon in the French army at both the beginning and end of the
war.

Until the age of fifteen, he did not believe in God. In fact, he hated and harbored a strong sense of
hostility toward the Church. The idea of God stirred no interest in him; he even despised everything
associated with it, whether directly or indirectly.

However, he experienced two spiritual events that deeply affected him. The first occurred when he was
around eleven years old, during a summer camp, where he met a priest in his thirties whose gentle and
unconditional love for the children stirred Andrei's (Anthony's) curiosity, prompting him to wonder about
the source and secret of such love.

The second experience occurred after he returned home from boarding school and was reunited with
his family under one roof for the first time in years. This brought him immense happiness, so much so
that he realized that if happiness is aimless, it is unbearable. He decided to give himself one year to
discover whether life had any meaning. If he found none, he resolved that he would no longer continue
living.

Months passed without any sign of meaning on the horizon, until one day, the leader of a Russian youth
group invited him to attend a lecture by a priest hosted by the youth organization. Anthony vehemently



refused, saying: "l don't care about the Church, and | don't believe in God." But the leader persuaded
him to attend out of respect for the organization: "Just show up physically; you're not required to actually
listen." Thus, he went but soon discovered that the priest was a remarkable man.

When he got home, he asked his mother for a Bible so he could verify the priest's words for himself. He
began reading the Gospel of Mark, as it was the shortest. He described his experience as follows:

"I do not know how to tell you what happened. | will simply describe it, and those who have had a similar
experience will understand. While | was reading the beginning of the Gospel of St. Mark, before
reaching the third chapter, | became aware of a Presence but saw nothing. It was not a hallucination but
rather a quiet certainty that the Lord was standing there, and | was in His presence. This, even though |
had begun reading His life story out of an impulsive reaction and with a bad will."

From that moment on, he read the Gospel in the light of the Resurrection, which for him became a firm
conviction and a reality beyond any doubt.

Since Christ was alive and sat in his presence as he described, he could establish with absolute
certainty that the Gospel's account of the crucifixion of the prophet from Galilee was true, and that the
Roman centurion was not mistaken when he cried out, "Truly, this was the Son of God" (Matthew
27:54).

Thus, he became certain that Christ is alive and there was no doubt of His existence. He trusted that in
his journey of seeking to understand life more deeply, he would eventually be given the answers to his
many questions. This quest pushed him to keep asking, keep exploring, and keep moving forward in his
search for meaning.

After practicing medicine for some time, he took monastic vows, taking the name of Saint Anthony.
However, due to the war and the shortage of priests at the time, he lived his monastic life in secret. After
his monastic tonsure, he told his spiritual father: "You tonsured me as a monk, but you never gave me a
rule of prayer!" To which his spiritual father replied: "What rule of prayer do you need? You are a monk
now; pray at all times." His monastic commitment became publicly known only when he was ordained a
priest in 1948.

He went on to live the rest of his life as a priest, a bishop, and a true monk. In response to a journalist
who once asked him how he could be a monk while living such a public life as priest and bishop, he
said:

"It is all the same to me, whether | live among people or in the desert. In some ways, it is easier to be
materially poor than to be poor in one's inner life. | am indebted to the vow of poverty, for it has allowed
me to truly evaluate everything. But for that to be possible, one must first be free within."
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