
 Sunday, June 08, 2025 

the Fiftieth Day after Pascha 

The Great Feast of Pentecost 

 

The Great Feast of Pentecost 

 

On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy 

Pentecost. 

 

 On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we 

commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the holy 

Disciples and Apostles in the form of tongues of fire. 

Numbering about 120, they who followed the Master gathered 

in Jerusalem in the upper room of a house to await the Lord’s 

promise to send the Holy Spirit. At about the third hour of the 

day, there came a sound from Heaven as of a mighty rushing 

wind, and it filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately 

appeared, like as of fire, and sat upon the head of each of 

them. The Apostles began to speak, not with the languages of 

their ancestors, but with other languages with which the Holy Spirit supplied them, as He inspired 

them. After the Apostle Peter explained what had happened, 3,000 people joined the Church on 

the inauguration of the priesthood of grace. The objectives of Pentecost are, namely, the coming 

of the Holy Spirit into the world, the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus Christ, and the completion 

of the undefiled hope of the Apostles. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kneeling Service 
 
We will have the kneeling service for the Holy Spirit at the Divine Liturgy. 
 
Don’t go Into the Fellowship Hall 

Dear Parishioners, 

Please refrain from going to the new Fellowship Hall for the next 2 weeks. The workers are doing the 

flooring. The Hall will be blocked. 

Thank you for your understanding! 
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THE EPISTLE 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11) 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly a 

sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 

sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And 

at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them 

speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and 

Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 

. 

صَوْتهُُمْ إلى كلُ ِّ الأرْضِّ خَرَجَ  . 

يعُ مَجْدَ الله  .السماواتُ تذُِّ

يسينَ الأطَْهار  .فَصْلٌ مِنْ أعْمالِ الرُسلُِ القِد ِ

(1:2-11) 

، كَصَوْتِّ   نَ السَّماءِّ دٍ. فَحَدَثَ بَغْتةًَ صَوْتٌ مِّ ا حَلَّ يوَمُ الخمسينَ، كانَ الرسُلُ كلُُّهُم مَعاًَ في مكانٍ واحِّ فُ، وَمَلأَ  لَمَّ ريحٍ شَديدَةٍ تعَْصِّ

تْ عَلى كُل ِّ  نْ نارٍ، فاَسْتقََرَّ مَةٌ كأنََّها مِّ نَةٌ مُنْقَسِّ . وَظَهَرَتْ لَهُمْ ألْسِّ نَ كلَُّ البيتِّ الذي كانوُا جالِّسينَ فيهِّ نْهُمْ، فاَمْتلََأوا كلُُّهُمْ مِّ دٍ مِّ  واحِّ

جَالٌ يَ  قوُا. وكانَ في أورشليمَ رِّ ، وطَفِّقوُا يتَكََلَّمُونَ بِّلُغاتٍ أخُرى، كَمَا أعَْطاهُمُ الروحُ أنْ ينَْطِّ ةٍ  الروحِّ القُدُسِّ نْ كلُ ِّ أمَُّ هودٌ أتَقِّْياءُ، مِّ

. فلََمَّ  . فَدَ تحْتَ السماءِّ قُونَ بِّلُغتَِّهِّ دٍ كانَ يَسْمَعُهُمْ ينَْطِّ وْتُ، اجْتمََعَ الجُمْهورُ، فَتحََيَّرُوا، لأنَّ كلَُّ واحِّ شُوا جَميعُهُمْ،  ا صارَ هَذا الصَّ هِّ

نَّا  بوُا قائِّلينَ بَعْضُهُمُ لِّبَعْضٍ: أليسَ هؤلاءِّ المُتكََل ِّمُونَ كلُُّهُمْ جَليلي ِّين؟ فَكيْفَ نَسْمَعُ كُلٌّ مِّ لُغتَهَُ التي وُلِّدَ فيها؟ نَحْنُ الفِّرْتيينَ،   وَتعََجَّ

يَة، وفريجيَّةَ، وبمفيليَّ يَّةَ، وبنُْطُسَ وآسِّ ، وكبادوكِّ ، واليَهوديَّةِّ ي ِّينَ، والعيلامي ِّينَ، وسُكانَ ما بينَ النهرينِّ صْرَ، ونواحي  والمادِّ ةَ، ومِّ

نينَ، واليهودَ، والدُخَلاءَ، والكريتي ِّيَنَ، والعَرَبَ، نَسْمَعُهُمْ ينَْطِّ  ، والرومانيينَ المُسْتوَْطِّ نتَِّنا بِّعَظَائِّمِّ اللهليبيَةَ عندَ القيَروانِّ قوُنَ بألسِّ .  

 
THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12) 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirst, let 

him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly 

shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who believed in 

Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. When they heard these words, many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.”  

Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the 

Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village 

where David was?” So there was a division among the people over Him. Some of them wanted 



to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and 

Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, “No man 

ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have 

any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the 

Law, are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said 

to them, “Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he 

does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to 

rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who 

follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

 ( 12:8  ؛52-37:7) .فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ يوحنا الإنجيليِّ البَشيرِ والتلميذِ الطاهِر

ي، كما قالَ الكتابُ، سَتَجري  في اليومِ الآخِرِ العَظيمِ مِنَ العيدِ، كانَ يسوعُ واقفاً، فصاحَ قائلًا: إنْ عَطِشَ أحَدٌ فليأتِ إليَّ ويَشرَبْ. مَنْ آمَنَ ب
وحِ الذي كانَ المؤمنونَ بِهِ مُزمِعِينَ أنْ يَقبَلُوهُ لأن الروحَ  ، إنَّمَا قالَ هذا عَنِ الرُّ القُدُسَ لمْ يكُنْ قد أعُْطِيَ بَعْد، لأنَّ    مِنْ بَطْنِهِ أنهارُ ماءٍ حَيٍ 

. و  دَ بَعْد، فَكَثيرونَ مِنَ الجَمْعِ لمَّا سَمِعُوا كَلامَهُ، قالوا: هَذا بالحقيقةِ هُوَ النَبِيُّ قالَ آخرونَ: هَذا هُوَ المَسيح، وآخرونَ قالوا:  يسوعَ لَمْ يَكُنْ قد مُجِ 
مَسيح؟ فَحَدَثَ شِقاقٌ بينَ الجَمعِ   مِنَ الجَليلِ يأتي؟ ألَمْ يَقُلِ الكِتابُ إنَّهُ مِنْ نَسلِ داودَ، مِنْ بَيتَ لَحْمَ، القَرْيَةِ حيثُ كانَ داودُ، يَأْتي ال ألَعَلَّ المَسيحَ 

امُ إلى رؤساءِ   الكَهَنَةِ والفَريسيينَ، فقالَ هَؤلاءِ لَهُمْ: لِمَ لَمْ  مِنْ أجلِهِ، وكانَ قَوْمٌ مِنهُمْ يُريدونَ أنْ يُمسِكُوهُ، ولَكِنْ لَمْ يُلْقِ أحَدٌ عليهِ يَداً، فَجاءَ الخُدَّ
امُ: لَمْ يَتَكَلَّمْ قَطُّ إنْسانٌ هَكَذا مِثلَ هذا الإنْسان! فأَجابَهُمُ الفَريسيونَ: ألَعَلَّكُ  مْ أَنْتُمْ أيضاً قَدْ ضَلَلْتُمْ، هَلْ أَحَدٌ مِنَ الرؤساءِ أو  تأتوا بِهِ؟ فَأجابَ الخُدَّ

، الذي كانَ قَدْ جَاءَ إليهِ لَيْلًا، وهُوَ واحِدٌ  مِنَ الفَريسيينَ آمَنَ بِهِ؟ أمَّا هَؤلاءِ الجَمعُ، الذينَ لا يَعرِفُونَ الناموسَ، فَهُمْ مَلعُونُون. فَقالَ لَهُمْ نيقوديمُس
تَ أيضاً مِنَ الجليلِ؟ إبْحَثْ وانظُرْ، إنَّهُ لَمْ يَقُمْ  مِنهُم: أَلَعَلَّ ناموسَنا يَدينُ إنْساناً إنْ لَمْ يَسْمَعْ مِنهُ أوَّلًا، ويَعلَمْ ما فَعَل؟ أجابوا وقالوا لهُ: ألعلَّكَ أن

 نَبيٌّ مِنَ الجليلِ. ثُمَّ كَلَّمَهُم أيضاً يسوعُ قائلًا: أنا هُوَ نورُ العالَمِ، مَنْ يَتْبَعْني فَلا يَمْشي في الظَلامِ، بَ لْ يَكونُ لَهُ نورُ الحياة.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Parents of Graduates, We at St. John’s, would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their names, 
photos and biographies in the church bulletin. This way, we can all know who they are and what is next for them in 
life. We are proud of them. Please help us to do this by submitting their pictures and bio via email 
 
Financial Pledges 
Dear Parishioners, 
I would like to thank you for your generosity in supporting the church and its projects. I’m asking you to fulfill your 
primary responsibility in meeting your financial pledges before your contributions to any project such as the Hall .. 
etc.! 
In the Risen Christ, 
Fr. Nicholas Borzghol 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

June 8th 
40 days memorial service by Siham Mitry and family in memory of Donna Mitry 
Potter . May her memory be eternal!  

June 25th - 29th 
Parish Life Conference: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport  
2025 Host Parish: St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, CA) 

September 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

 



 
Coffee Hour 

June 1st  
Luncheon hosted by Fadwa Samara, Nelly Nassif and Samia Shaheen. $20 per 
person.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,   
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette 
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years! 
† St. John Parish family for the good health of 
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Adranly. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Donna 
Potter. May her memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fred Addas. Many years! 
† Rocky & Nada Dudum for the good health of 
their children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 



CONGRATS GRADS! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Dominic Farradj earned his                                           
Master of Science degree in 
Data Science from University  
of San Francisco 

Mason Walter Burt, son of Lillian (Mitry) Burt and 
grandson of Siham Mitry, graduated from 
Ponderosa High School in Cameron Park, CA.  He 
will be attending Folsom Community College to 
start his studies in music appreciation 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Katarena Borzghol  

Graduated from Peninsula 
High School. 

Going to San Francisco 
State University to study 
interior design 

Joseph David Rodrigues 

MA in Theology and MA in 
Philosophy from the Dominican 
School of Philosophy and 
Theology in Berkeley, CA. 

Thesis title: "Lessons from the 
Tombs: A Pragmatic Analysis of 
the Asceticism of St. Antony the 
Great and the 12-Step Program" 

Diala Hanna is the 
granddaughter of Helene 
Ghantous. She graduated 
from Carondelet High School 
in May 2025. She is heading 
to McGill University in 
Montreal to study medicine 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 

 



Fellowship Hall Update 
We had a kitchen inspection last week for fire and safety issues and 
have ordered most major kitchen equipment items and countertops. 
Floors throughout the building are nearing completion and 
restroom partitions will be completed soon. Chandeliers are in and 
look fantastic against the beautiful ceiling in the hall. HVAC 
equipment is being completed as well as water heating systems.  
 
Great news on the fundraising side. We have been approached with 
some generous pledges to help complete the kitchen equipment. 
You may recall that the actual kitchen equipment was not scoped in 
the construction contract, and these donations will help us to get to 
full use of the hall sooner.  
 
These and other new donations bring us well over the $1Million 
mark for parishioner donations, and will help us complete 
ancillary parts of the project that might have had to be deferred until 
a later date. Of course continued donations are still welcomed and 
again, we ask that any donations to the hall be designated as such, 
and do not detract from your regular pledges to the church 
operating fund.  
 
As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are 
resuming work on our donor recognition plaque. The list attached 
shows the names of the donors to the hall that have donated or 
pledged $1,000 or more since 2013.  We ask that you let us know 
soon if we have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would 
like to change the way your donation is recognized on the plaque. 
Also, if you would like to know your exact contribution amount that 
we have on record, please contact the church office. If you have 
pledged donations to the hall, and have not yet completed your 
pledge, we ask that you please let us know when you will be able to 
do so.  
 
We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and 
resources to this project, for your patience as we approach the 
finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful celebration in the 
new fellowship hall soon 



 



 



 
 

 



 

 

Contemporary Luminous Faces: Metropolitan Anthony Bloom, Part One 
His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 

 

"Consciously and at every hour I wish to take part in the redemption of the world, remaining a light 

amongst the storms, to be one of Thy beacons. 

I go, O Lord, into the world to do Thy will. My only desire is to stand firm as a faithful servant at the post 
to which Thou didst appoint me, in order to meet Thee worthily." – Metropolitan Anthony Bloom (1914-
2003) 

A brilliant contemporary witness to the work of Christ in the hearts of His devoted followers, Metropolitan 
Anthony Bloom was a man of prayer and spiritual insight of the highest caliber. He embodied 
unwavering faith in Christ, a profound insight into humanity, especially the modern individual, refined 
theological scholarship and language, and a steadfast, boundless compassion. A master of dialogue 
and conversation, he was renowned for his sharp insight, analytical clarity, and ability to grasp reality 
before expressing any judgment or opinion. No one crossed his path without being deeply and positively 
moved by him. 

The son of a Russian diplomat, he was born in Switzerland and named Andrei. His family later relocated 

to Iran for his father's post and eventually settled in France following the Communist Revolution. 

His father had to give up his diplomatic career and took up jobs in various places, which plunged the 
family into financial hardship. Yet, his distinctive personality left a lasting impact on Andrei. His father 
once told him: "Never forget that it doesn't matter whether one lives or dies. What matters is what we 
live for and for which we are prepared to die." These words indicated the spirit that prevailed in their 
home and the deep sense of life's meaning that profoundly shaped Metropolitan Anthony from an early 
age. 

His sharp intellect enabled him to continue giving private tutoring in mathematics and in any subject his 
students struggled, and that he had mastered. This covered his living expenses and allowed him to 
continue his studies, though not without hardship and struggle. 

Tutoring consumed all his evenings, leaving only the weekends for his own studies, which took a toll on 
his health. Nevertheless, he managed to complete his education. Reflecting on that period, he said: "My 
life was very different from that of today's student; at times, I was harsh, hungry, and rough, and I was 
incapable of preaching a gentle and warm sermon." 

He pursued studies in physics, chemistry, and biology at the Sorbonne, and later enrolled in medical 
school, earning his doctorate at the outbreak of World War II in 1939. By then, he had acquired French 
citizenship and served as a military surgeon in the French army at both the beginning and end of the 
war. 

Until the age of fifteen, he did not believe in God. In fact, he hated and harbored a strong sense of 
hostility toward the Church. The idea of God stirred no interest in him; he even despised everything 
associated with it, whether directly or indirectly. 

However, he experienced two spiritual events that deeply affected him. The first occurred when he was 
around eleven years old, during a summer camp, where he met a priest in his thirties whose gentle and 
unconditional love for the children stirred Andrei's (Anthony's) curiosity, prompting him to wonder about 
the source and secret of such love. 

The second experience occurred after he returned home from boarding school and was reunited with 
his family under one roof for the first time in years. This brought him immense happiness, so much so 
that he realized that if happiness is aimless, it is unbearable. He decided to give himself one year to 
discover whether life had any meaning. If he found none, he resolved that he would no longer continue 
living. 

Months passed without any sign of meaning on the horizon, until one day, the leader of a Russian youth 
group invited him to attend a lecture by a priest hosted by the youth organization. Anthony vehemently 



refused, saying: "I don't care about the Church, and I don't believe in God." But the leader persuaded 
him to attend out of respect for the organization: "Just show up physically; you're not required to actually 
listen." Thus, he went but soon discovered that the priest was a remarkable man. 

When he got home, he asked his mother for a Bible so he could verify the priest's words for himself. He 

began reading the Gospel of Mark, as it was the shortest. He described his experience as follows: 

"I do not know how to tell you what happened. I will simply describe it, and those who have had a similar 
experience will understand. While I was reading the beginning of the Gospel of St. Mark, before 
reaching the third chapter, I became aware of a Presence but saw nothing. It was not a hallucination but 
rather a quiet certainty that the Lord was standing there, and I was in His presence. This, even though I 
had begun reading His life story out of an impulsive reaction and with a bad will." 

From that moment on, he read the Gospel in the light of the Resurrection, which for him became a firm 
conviction and a reality beyond any doubt. 

Since Christ was alive and sat in his presence as he described, he could establish with absolute 
certainty that the Gospel's account of the crucifixion of the prophet from Galilee was true, and that the 
Roman centurion was not mistaken when he cried out, "Truly, this was the Son of God" (Matthew 
27:54). 

Thus, he became certain that Christ is alive and there was no doubt of His existence. He trusted that in 
his journey of seeking to understand life more deeply, he would eventually be given the answers to his 
many questions. This quest pushed him to keep asking, keep exploring, and keep moving forward in his 
search for meaning. 

After practicing medicine for some time, he took monastic vows, taking the name of Saint Anthony. 
However, due to the war and the shortage of priests at the time, he lived his monastic life in secret. After 
his monastic tonsure, he told his spiritual father: "You tonsured me as a monk, but you never gave me a 
rule of prayer!" To which his spiritual father replied: "What rule of prayer do you need? You are a monk 
now; pray at all times." His monastic commitment became publicly known only when he was ordained a 
priest in 1948. 

He went on to live the rest of his life as a priest, a bishop, and a true monk. In response to a journalist 
who once asked him how he could be a monk while living such a public life as priest and bishop, he 
said: 

"It is all the same to me, whether I live among people or in the desert. In some ways, it is easier to be 
materially poor than to be poor in one's inner life. I am indebted to the vow of poverty, for it has allowed 
me to truly evaluate everything. But for that to be possible, one must first be free within." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


