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SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025
TONE 2 / EOTHINON 3
THE HOLY, GLORIOUS APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL

On June 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
holy, glorious, all-laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and
Paul.

Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate
of Antioch. Peter was the son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew,
the First-called. He was of the Tribe of Simeon from the town of
Bethsaida. He was a fisherman and, at first, was called Simon but
the Lord was pleased to call him Cephas or Peter: “And when
Jesus beheld him, He said, “Thou art Simon the son of Jonah; thou
shalt be called Cephas,” which is by interpretation, a rock” (John
1:42). He was the first of the disciples to clearly express faith in the
Lord Jesus saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Matthew 16:16). His love for the Lord was great and his faith in the
Lord gradually strengthened. When the Lord was brought to trial,
Peter denied Him three times but after only one glance into the face
of the Lord, Peter’s soul was filled with shame and repentance.
After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter became a fearless and
powerful preacher of the Gospel. Peter worked many powerful
miracles; he healed the sick, resurrected the dead; the sick were
healed even from his shadow. By order of the evil Emperor Nero, Peter was condemned to death in 64
A.D. Installing Linus as Bishop of Rome, counseling and comforting the flock of Christ, Peter proceeded
joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross before him, he begged his executioners to crucify him upside down
for he considered himself unworthy to die as did his Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord reposed
and received the wreath of eternal glory.

Paul was born in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. At first, he was called Saul, studied under Gamaliel, was
a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christianity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by the
Lord Himself Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. “Suddenly, a light from heaven flashed
about him. And Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
Me?” And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And He said, “| am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting” (Acts
9:3-5). Saul was blinded, but regained his sight when he was baptized by the Apostle Ananias. Then he
was called Paul and numbered in the service of the great apostles. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached the
Gospel everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and among the Gentiles. As
horrible as his sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman patience. Throughout all the years of
his preaching Paul, from day to day, hung as one on a weak thread between life and death. Since he
fulfilled all days and nights with labor and suffering for Christ, since he organized the Church in many
places and since he attained such a degree of perfection he was able to say: “It is now no longer | that
live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor
Nero at the same time as the Apostle Peter.



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

THE EPISTLE
Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth. The heavens show forth the glory of God.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:21-12:9)

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also
dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am |. Are they servants of Christ? | am a better one—I|
am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with
countless beatings, and often near death. Five times | have received at the hands of
the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times | have been beaten with rods; once |
was stoned. Three times | have been shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been adrift
at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from
my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness,
danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a
sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And,
apart from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the
churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is made to fall, and | am not indignant?
If | must boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father
of the Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, knows that | do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but |
was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands. | must
boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but | will go on to visions and revelations of
the Lord. | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows. And | know
that this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body | do
not know, God knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not
utter. On behalf of this man | will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast, except
of my weaknesses. Though if | wish to boast, | shall not be a fool, for | shall be speaking
the truth. But | refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me
or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to
keep me from being too elated. Three times | besought the Lord about this, that it should
leave me; but He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness.” | will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me..
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (16:13-19)

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
Disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, “But who do you say that | am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father Who is in Heaven. And
| tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my Church, and the gates of hades
shall not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in Heaven.”
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Dear Parents of Graduates, We at St. John’s, would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their
names, photos and biographies in the church bulletin. This way, we can all know who they are and what
is next for them in life. We are proud of them. Please help us to do this by submitting their pictures and
bio via email

Financial Pledges

Dear Parishioners,

| would like to thank you for your generosity in supporting the church and its projects. I'm asking you to
fulfill your primary responsibility in meeting your financial pledges before your contributions to any project
such as the Hall .. etc.!

In the Risen Christ,

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol

Paraklises Service
Paraklises service will be held at the Parish life conference at the Hyatt Hotel In Burlingame for victims of
the terrorist attack on the Church of Prophet Elias in Damascus. Letter from Metropolitan Saba regarding
Paraklises is below.

Memorial for Jose Rodriques
40-day memorial for Jose Rodrigues on Sunday, the 29th, after Divine Liturgy.

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign

We have something new and exciting!!
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards
through St. John link.

How it works!

1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm medium=email&utm campaign=0 offers day 1
And/or ask: Rania Kashou

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization.
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!

Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesnt like to play??
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!

Upcoming Events
i Parish Life Conference: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport
June 25th - 29th 2025 Host Parish: St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, CA)
September 20'"-21° St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival

Coffee Hour
June 29th Fairouz Freij in Memory of Angel Freij. May her memory be eternal!
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Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
George Adranly. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Fred Addas. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Najat Nicola. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Hala Youakeem. Many years!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered bz

t Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden

T St. John Parish Family for the good health of Karanikola
Norma Khalil. Many years!
1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Souhad Halaka. Many years!
St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




CONGRATS GRADS!

Dominic Farradj earned his
Master of Science degree in
Data Science from University
of San Francisco

Mason Walter Burt, son of
Lillian (Mitry) Burt and
grandson of Siham Mitry,
graduated from Ponderosa
High School in Cameron Park,
CA. He will be attending
Folsom Community College to
start his studies in music
appreciation

Laith Ghantous is the
grandson of Helene
Ghantous. He graduated
from Santa Clara University
with a BS in Accounting. He
will start working with EY
this fall in San Francisco.




Katarena Borzghol

Graduated from Peninsula High
School.

Going to San Francisco State
University to study interior
design

Joseph David Rodrigues

MA in Theology and MA in
Philosophy from the Dominican
School of Philosophy and
Theology in Berkeley, CA.

Thesis title: "Lessons from the

Tombs: A Pragmatic Analysis of
the Asceticism of St. Antony the
Great and the 12-Step Program™

Diala Hanna is the
granddaughter of Helene
Ghantous. She graduated from
Carondelet High School in May
2025. She is heading to McGill
University in Montreal to study
medicine




ST. NICHOLAS CHUR.CH
DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST
PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
PRESENTS:

Dinner &
- TNiddle
g LR TG

Featuring:
Fadi Hanani

JUNE

SATURDAY 2 8 AT 7:30 PM

Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport:
1333 Old Bayshore Hwy, Burlingame
Grand Peninsula Ballroom

Price with elegant dinner:
= $110 (Adults), $85 (Teens 13-18), $55 (Children 3- 12)
Plus $15 conference registration

Tickets:
Please register using the QR code or at
antiochianevents.org/LA

The online registration deadline is quickly approaching. Register
by June 20th to avoid long lines at the on-site registration desk
at the hotel. The number of tickets per event is limited so it is

recommended to register online ASAP
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Hotel Deadline Is Almost ' »

Rates are only guaranteed through June 21!
Rooms are selling FAST don't wait!
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Book your room before it'sv too late!
Reserve now at
www.ac2025chicago.org/hotel



Ort
Dis:

oX Christian
r Rez»ho




DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES & THE
WEST PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
JUNE 25 - 29, 2025

HOSTED BY:
ST, NICHOLAS ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH, SAN FRANCISCO

WWW.LAPLC.ORG

LURE 1358

SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS:
[HURSDAY JUNE 26

Morning and Afternoon Workshops

JOIN US AT HYAT]
REGENCY SAN FRANCISCO
AIRPORT FOR THE 2025 PLC!
Hotel Group Rate: $179/night

plus local taxes/fees

Order of St. Ignatius Reception
Young Adult Dinner Group raote is valid 3 days

Taco Thursday Welcome Reception

FRIDAY JUNE 27

before and 3 days after
Conference
Complimentary shuttle to &

Organization Meetings
Bible Bowl
lce Cream Social & Teen Dance

trom San Francisco airport
Self parking $15/Day
10% discount at all hotel food

“‘Candyland” Theme outlets
SATURDAY JUNE 28 _ e —
Young Adult Pilgrimage to Holy o .” == 3
Virgin Mary Russian Cathedral sk ;;f..;;.i. =
Awards Brunch £ e ,,",.‘ L
Oratorical & Choir Festival . ’
Middle Eastern Dinner and Dance .
(Hatli) ¥ LR

SUNDAY JUNE 29 e

e Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

Visit our website for more information




Fellowship Hall Update

We had a kitchen inspection last week for fire and safety issues and
have ordered most major kitchen equipment items and countertops.
Floors throughout the building are nearing completion and
restroom partitions will be completed soon. Chandeliers are in and
look fantastic against the beautiful ceiling in the hall. HVAC
equipment is being completed as well as water heating systems.

Great news on the fundraising side. We have been approached with
some generous pledges to help complete the kitchen equipment.
You may recall that the actual kitchen equipment was not scoped in
the construction contract, and these donations will help us to get to
full use of the hall sooner.

These and other new donations bring us well over the $1Million
mark for parishioner donations, and will help us complete

ancillary parts of the project that might have had to be deferred until
a later date. Of course continued donations are still welcomed and
again, we ask that any donations to the hall be designated as such,
and do not detract from your reqular pledges to the church
operating fund.

As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are
resuming work on our donor recognition plaque. The list attached
shows the names of the donors to the hall that have donated or
pledged $1,000 or more since 2013. We ask that you let us know
soon if we have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would
like to change the way your donation is recognized on the plaque.
Also, if you would like to know your exact contribution amount that
we have on record, please contact the church office. If you have
pledged donations to the hall, and have not yet completed your
pledge, we ask that you please let us know when you will be able to
do so.

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and
resources to this project, for your patience as we approach the
finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful celebration in the
new fellowship hall soon
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 332/2025
June 24, 2025
Beloved in Christ,

I greet you with a heavy heart as we continue what has otherwise been a joyous time
for me, leading our seminarians, recent seminary graduates, and clergy on a pilgrimage
through Jordan and Lebanon. This journey has allowed them to deepen their roots
and gain a richer understanding of the Patriarchate of Antioch and Christianity in the
Middle East.

Two days ago, for the first time, we celebrated the feast of the Sunday of All Saints of
Antioch, recalling the many martyrs and other great samts of our ancient and
Apostolic Church where “the Disciples were first called Christians” (Acts 11:26).
Sadly, in addition to the martyrs of history like Ignatius, Barbara, Christina, Joseph of
Damascus and the recently canonized father and son priests Nicholas and Habib, new
faithful were added whose blood will nourish the soil of our Church, allowing it to
grow and flourish in the days and years to come. During the sacred and holy Divine
Liturgy, there was a terrorist attack on our church of the Prophet Elias in the suburb
of Dweilaa 1 Damascus, Syria. As of this letter, more than 25 people have been
martyred, and dozens more have been injured. This is the first such deliberate
bombing of a church in Syria since the start of the war in 2011.

Along with praying for the souls of the departed, the families of these new martyrs for
the Faith need our prayers and encouragement. With that in mind, I ask that all our
churches hold Paraklesis services in the coming days, asking the Most-Holy
Theotokos to comfort those who are suffering. At the same time, I am directing all
our parishes to hold Trisagion Prayers of Mercy this Sunday, June 29, for those who
lost their lives in this cowardly act of violence directed at people who were simply
trying to pray and participate in the Divine Liturgy.

Finally, this Sunday is especially significant, as it marks the feast of Saints Peter and

Paul, the patrons and protectors of our Holy See of Antioch. The successor of these

holy apostles 1s our Father in Christ, His Beatitude Patriarch John X. A notable
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese(@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F



layman, Mr. Carol Saba, wrote a piece after the bombing which began, “The Patriarch
consoles everybody, but who consoles the Patriarch?”” As the successor of our patron
saints, let us also pray for him, that he may continue to lead the Church of Antioch
through this difficult time.

Wishing you and your families peace, and asking for your continued prayers as we
continue our pilgrimage, I remain,

Your Father in Christ,

/S o

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Aets 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese(@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F



Again we pray for all those who are afflicted by the bombing of Prophet
Elias Orthodox Church in Dweilaa, Damascus; for our Father and
Patriarch JOHN to lead the flock of our Church during this pressing time;
the wounded and the families of the martyrs, that the Physician of our
souls and bodies may heal their wounds; and we also pray for the doctors,
nurses and all those providing shelter or help, that the Lord God may
protect them from despondency and discouragement; and for all civil
authorities to act in compassion, humility and wisdom to stop any future
attacks and restore peace immediately.
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Antiochian Distinctions
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Believers often ask me about the distinctive characteristics of the Antiochian
Church or what constitutes the "Antiochian spirit," especially during my pastoral
visits. In my most recent meeting with the youth in Los Angeles, the question was
posed: "What are the key theological principles that distinguish the Antiochian
Church?"

To begin with, there are no doctrinal or faith-based principles in the Antiochian
Church that differ from those of other canonical Orthodox churches. Theology,
faith, doctrine, spirituality, and liturgy are unified across them all. What appears to
be distinctive lies in the way the Christian faith is lived and expressed, which is
inseparable from the character, mindset, and philosophy of the people, as well as
from the history of each church and how the Holy Spirit has shaped it through
various trials and ruling civil authorities.

One of the most important characteristics of the Antiochian Church is that it has
been, since the beginning of Christianity, a multicultural church. In the early
centuries, the geographical reach of the Antiochian Church was vast, stretching
from the southern Taurus Mountains (modern-day Turkey) in the north to the Sinai
Desert in the south, and eastward as far as India. This is why it still bears the title
"Antioch and All the East." The Georgian Church was under its jurisdiction until the
fourth century, which is why the Antiochian patriarchal phimi (title) still includes
mention of the "Georgian lands."

As a result, the Antiochian Church never faced issues with language or culture. Its
faithful prayed and expressed themselves in Greek and its culture along the Syrian
coast (which then extended along the entire eastern Mediterranean), in Syriac and
its Semitic culture in inland Syria, in Armenian and its culture in the north (Cilician
Kingdom), and in Arabic and its culture in the south (the Arab province), in addition
to Assyrian and Persian beyond the Euphrates.

One example of this cultural diversity is Saint Saba the Sanctified (439-532), who
gave Armenian monks in his monastery near Jerusalem a separate church so they
could perform their daily prayers in Armenian, while the rest of the monks prayed
in Greek.



The Levant — the heart of the Antiochian Church — has historically been a
battleground for great power struggles, which exposed it to constant interaction
with various civilizations and cultures. This helped shape the Antiochian person as
someone open to others, unafraid of dialogue, and accepting of differences
without coercion—while still distinguishing between their own thoughts and those
of others. This cultural cross-pollination fostered intellectual richness, creative
thinking, and a resilient identity that could engage flexibly with others. It is no
coincidence that the Antiochian Church has played a mediating role among
Orthodox churches and in interfaith dialogue with non-Orthodox churches and
Islam.

Moreover, its long history under non-Christian rule since the seventh century
purified it from the dream of establishing a Christian kingdom on earth. It never
adopted the theory of symphonia (harmony between church and state, symbolized
by the double-headed eagle). The succession of calamities and wars—first between
Byzantines and Muslims, then with the Crusaders, and later under foreign rule until
the end of the French Mandate in the twentieth century—shaped a theology of
incarnation as the primary spiritual identity of the Antiochian Church. This led to an
eschatological (eternity-focused) outlook, as continuous hardships and
persecutions drove it to seek consolation, steadfastness, and protection from God.
History freed it from ethnic and nationalistic entanglements, resulting in a theology
untainted by a fusion of religion and nationalism.

This allowed the Church to seek Christ first and organize its existence around Him,
cooperating with other Orthodox churches that could offer support at certain
times. This freedom from ethnocentrism made it the first Orthodox church in North
America to open its doors of evangelization to converts to Orthodoxy. This was no
coincidence, but the fruit of a heritage refined by God through a heavy historical
journey. History did not allow it to pursue missionary work for centuries, as it was
preoccupied with survival and nurturing its faithful. But once circumstances
allowed, it quickly took the lead in evangelism.

Because it lived for centuries under non-Christian rule, Antioch avoided the
temptation of using Orthodoxy for nationalistic purposes, resulting in a pure
ecclesial theology. | vividly recall the positions of its senior metropolitans and
theologians in the 1970s regarding the future of Orthodoxy in North America. Their



vision was rooted in Orthodox ecclesiology. Unfortunately, that dream now seems
distant due to the current geopolitical conflicts affecting Orthodox churches and
nations.

Living under non-Christian rule since the seventh century exposed the Church to
various persecutions. Yet, wherever possible, it engaged with its surroundings,
rulers, and citizens of different sects, remaining a witness to its faith and spirituality
while playing a significant role in the advancement of the societies in which it lived.

During the Umayyad period (662—750), religious freedom still existed, and public
religious debates took place in the squares of Damascus. Christians played roles in
translation, finance, and even served as departmental ministers. In the Abbasid
period (750-1258), they were instrumental in transferring knowledge and sciences
from Greek and Syriac sources to Arabic, and many of the rulers’ physicians were
Christians. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, their numbers increased, and
they played a major role in cultural, political, and civilizational awakening. Their
schools spread everywhere, and they continue to bear witness to their faith with
all the strength, ability, and grace they possess.

A quick glance at this article reveals how much our Antiochian Archdiocese in North
America resembles the experiences of the Antiochian Patriarchate—from diversity
in culture and language to nationality not limited by ethnicity. How beneficial it is
to learn from these experiences and draw inspiration from them as we face the
many challenges confronting our Archdiocese today.
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