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TRANSFER OF THE FEAST OF THE APOSTLES
PETER AND PAUL (JUNE 29) TO SUNDAY 28TH, 2026

Today in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, glorious,
all-laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul. Together, they
are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of Antioch. Peter was the
son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew, the First-called. He was of the
Tribe of Simeon from the town of Bethsaida. He was a fisherman and, at
first, was called Simon but the Lord was pleased to call him Cephas or Peter:
“And when Jesus beheld him, He said, ‘Thou art Simon the son of Jonah;
thou shalt be called Cephas,” which is by interpretation, a rock™ (John 1:42).
He was the first of the disciples to clearly express faith in the Lord Jesus
saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).
His love for the Lord was great and his faith in the Lord gradually
strengthened. When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied Him three
times but after only one glance into the face of the Lord, Peter’s soul was
filled with shame and repentance. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter
became a fearless and powerful preacher of the Gospel. Peter worked many
powerful miracles; he healed the sick, resurrected the dead; the sick were healed even from his shadow. By
order of the evil Emperor Nero, Peter was condemned to death in 64 A.D. Installing Linus as Bishop of
Rome, counseling and comforting the flock of Christ, Peter proceeded joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross
before him, he begged his executioners to crucify him upside down for he considered himself unworthy to
die as did his Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord reposed and received the wreath of eternal
glory.

Paul was born in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. At first, he was called Saul, studied under Gamaliel,
was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christianity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by
the Lord Himself Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. “Suddenly, a light from heaven flashed
about him. And Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
Me?” And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting” (Acts
9:3-5). Saul was blinded, but regained his sight when he was baptized by the Apostle Ananias. Then he was
called Paul and numbered in the service of the great apostles. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached the Gospel
everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and among the Gentiles. As horrible as
his sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman patience. Throughout all the years of his preaching
Paul, from day to day, hung as one on a weak thread between life and death. Since he fulfilled all days and
nights with labor and suffering for Christ, since he organized the Church in many places and since he
attained such a degree of perfection he was able to say: “It is now no longer I that live, but Christ lives in
me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero at the same time as
the Apostle Peter.
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THE EPISTLE

Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth. The heavens show forth the glory of God.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:21-12:9)

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of—1I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. Are they
Hebrews? So am 1. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am 1. Are they
servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I have received at the hands of the
Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I have been beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times I
have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger
in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is
the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is
made to fall, and I am not indignant? If [ must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The
God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a
basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by
it, but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And
I know that this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know,
God knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I
will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I
shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of
me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being
too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but He said to me, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

iim R Y IS )
Al 3R it Sfsladl)
(9:12-21:11) . usiiysS () Ll Jpmsl) Gudgs Gl Ay o o
ale 4 \—dn; SIS SIS adle (135530 Sl wmu:isuja\m@;mdﬁ\@;\u

£ £

ool IEAT L USS Gla 92 malyy) 4555 (el (IS W £20 Gysilaal (3K Ula €ab Gl L
Sgall (el ag coshldl oy alal) Jiady e liall b aghaal cagiaal Wl (iRl (FAAK 1 (g oih
Bialy B diay (e ED Ganlly ity B3als V) Bala G o Gaed Ssedl adla T
GBS e JRIYI b I A ase b Al o)lgn Loy ey (e EDI5 Bl oy Eiakils
il 4 dl ‘f&‘ Go Jils o G HUaAT 35 pmpealll JUAT a5 i) AT i3
BN Sletlly Kl Call Gl (Gl BAY) e Jlldly AT 8 Ul S 8 Ul



Ga o B8 Gle 288 L o3 o oo Al 03 12 Lag «(g3ally Sally (S plaally «Gilaaly 5l
OIS &) 06 (37l Yy 8K (i 5 ol Catl Wy g (b L K et JRY) (e s
O8I Y oY) ) SR manall gt 5 0 A by . ey Sa31 6 iy (e B Y
e Si3ads el o 58 Ga sy B Al e el Luxdl G050 (Blan Gl dl) e
S alels 3 () e SR Y JEl s A Y Al e S e J Y G s A8
Y fasall i o ALl Y analld BREN clasd) ) Gl B i an Sk ) b L) Cael
A el G acall gk ol acalld (el LI CalEAI GLAY) 1aa & Cajel Ll Lalag A (el
quéwub e a3l a3l 13 Wl L 1g ki & Slesy Oag Y B Gl aate @bk (alig
S jlasdyl aladl KAl O Y Slale i G Slasiy) S 1 L sl Y 5as S
canall b ASes Gubar] iRy Lo sand Sy L e diats 3 ale 0 L 0% AT Gl
s By 1 ) @w O e ED G ) il 1agly - 5 O ekl Ui el

emeall 38 8 5me Sl oAl AR g5t L Q& il b 5 Y

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (16:13-19)

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His Disciples, “Who do men
say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”” Simon Peter replied,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father Who is in Heaven. And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hades shall not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven.”
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Holy Oblations

Candles for the altar table and in

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
Tt St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick Nicola, Sandy
Dudum, George Messih, George Adranly, Fred Addes, Henriette Hilal,
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. Many

years!

1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nader Hanna. Many years!
1 St. John Parish Family in memory of Laila Mashy. May her memory be

eternal!

t St John Parish Family in memory of David Romley. May his memory
be eternal!

St. John Parish Family for the good health of Jean Harb. Many years!
St. John Parish Family for the good health of Fairouz Freij. Many years
St. John Parish Family for the good health of Violet Jaber. Many years!
St. John Parish Family for the good health of Laila Adranly. Many years!

1.
1.
1.
1.

front of the icons of Christ and the
Theotokos offered by:
1t Ibrahim Fasheh in memory of
- Hanada Fasheh
for one full year.
May her memory
be eternal!
tAltar Servers:
Nathan Sweis, Clayton
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John
Dudum, David Evans, Evan
Kawar, Mason Kawar, Jonathan
Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

Upcoming Events

June 27" Ladies meeting Saturday June 27 after finishing rolling grape leaves, your attendance is appreciated
June 27" Potluck and viewing the Jordan vs. Argentina World Cup game at 6:30 PM in the hall

July 19 One year memorial service for the handmaid of God Aida Yowakeem

July 19" | 49 day memorial for David Romley.

1st and 3™ | St. Anastasia’s Fellowship for those struggling with substance abuse. 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
Sundays | 6pm meeting; 7pm Readers Paraklesis at St. John’s. Contact Joseph: (310) 227-9848

Coffee Hour

June 28" | Samara Family to celebrate our mother, Fadwa's birthday

July 5t Sponsor Needed

July 12 | Nelly and Maureen in memory of Paula and good health of the Nassif Family
July 19 | Yowakeem Family for the one year memorial of Aida Yowakeem

July 26" | Irene and Zzane Guajardo

St. John Orthodox Church

You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Announcements

World Cup Watchparty and Potluck

Join us in the hall on June 27" at 6:30 PM for a potluck and viewing of the World Cup game between Jordan and

Argentina!

Ladies Meeting

Saturday June 27" after finishing rolling grape leaves, your attendance is appreciated.




Festival Children’s Debka Group

As we gear up for our Festival in September, we'd love to get the kids involved in a Debka group! This was a huge
hit last year, and we're excited to bring it back. If your child is 5 years old or older and would like to participate,
please contact Rania K. at (415) 722-0774.

Since its a short timeframe, these are the requirements:

* Must attend practice every Sunday beginning August 2 through Festival week (some exceptions maybe
accommodated).

* Practices will be approximately 30 minutes each Sunday after coffee hour.
* Must be available both days of the Festival. We anticipate two performances per day (schedule TBD).
* A black t-shirt must be provided during the first week of practice.

Please note that Rania K. is not a professional Debka instructor. If you have experience with Debka and are
interested in helping coordinate or lead the group, we would greatly appreciate your assistance. Please contact
Rania K. if you'd like to help. Let's make this year's Festival another memorable one!

Organizing Items in the Hall

We are beginning an important project to organize and improve the kitchen and storage areas in our hall. Our goal
is to label all storage rooms, cabinets, shelves, and kitchen areas so that items can be easily returned to their
proper place after use and the space can remain clean, organized, and well-maintained.

With the help of Joby, a professional organizer by trade, we will be starting this process on Sunday, July 19th at
1:00 PM, immediately following coffee hour. Please plan on dedicating at least 4+ hours.This project will take place
in 2-3 phases, and we would greatly appreciate all volunteers who are willing to lend a hand. If you would like to
help, please let Rania K know. Thank you in advance for your support as we work together to improve and maintain
our shared space!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FESTIVAL PREP WORKSHOPS: Saturdays at 9:30 AM in our new kitchen!

June 27% Grape leaves July 11t Spinach & Cheese Pies
August 15t Sfeiha & Zatar Pies September 12" Knafeh & Date Mamoul

—_—
fp‘ .

Please sign up for any or all workshops with Rula Adranly at rulaadranly@comcast.net or 510-508-0929

We're accepting pre-orders for grape leaves - will be available at the festival on September 25th & 26th
or as early as June 27th. Delicious for your family to enjoy, for summer parties, graduations and more!!

- Large Tray - (approximately 180 leaves) $200 - Small Tray - (approximately 90 leaves) $100

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil


mailto:rulaadranly@comcast.net
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FREE ADMISSION



Youth and Ysung Adult Minis
» g

Teen Directors & Advisors | Church School Directors & Teachers
Camp Directors & Staff | Young Adult Advisors & Leaders

Rev. Dr. George Parsenios
Keynote Speaker

V. Rev. Fr. Rev. Dr. Dr. Ann Bezzerides  Sh. Shell Keim
Michael Nasser Greg Abdalah



— —

DINNER DANCE

‘% KIDS 12 AND UNDER $40.00 * |
* 5:30 PM - Cocktails (No Host Bar) %

RSVP by August 2nd to
Evleen Salem (925) 788-6775




The Faithful and Secularism, Part Two
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

What are we to expect when the spirit of piety and the sanctifying life grow weak;
when the spirit of prayer is neglected and reduced to the mere performance of
rituals; when the life of prayer is replaced by work and organizations; when the
spiritual dimension is neglected; when the faithful lose the sense of sin and forget
repentance; and consequently, when the eschatological dimension of the Christian
faith disappears—or is made to disappear?

Then the Church becomes an institution of this age and loses the very essence of
her existence. At best, she is transformed into a humanitarian institution, perhaps
even one of high caliber, but she loses her mission of sanctifying man, raising him
up to the Kingdom of God, and thus bringing him to salvation.

One of the dangers of secularism is that it changes the mind without coercion. It
confines the mind’s thinking to what is sensible and tangible, causing the household
of God—the children of the Church—to rush into following the ways and methods
of the people of this age, even in ecclesial ministries. Thus, you see them pursuing
dazzling achievements at the expense of the human person. They give priority, in
their planning, to establishing institutions and ensuring their survival, with the aim
of serving man; yet they neglect serving the very man they intend to serve until
construction of the institution is completed. Then they discover that the institution
itself requires constant development and support, exhausting the efforts of those
responsible for it. And so the poor, the wounded, the suffering, the despairing, and
the grieving remain forgotten. Where, then, is living and active love embodied?

They may also seek to modernize pastoral and spiritual ministry by following the
methods of this age: planning, calculations, and endless meetings. God is forgotten,
and souls no longer hope for His blessing upon the ministry they seek to offer. At
that point, the work becomes entirely a human endeavor, while those carrying it
out remain convinced that they are serving God. The spiritual dimension may
disappear without anyone noticing, and the Church becomes a “sector” that may
be called “spiritual,” but only alongside a number of other sectors that human
beings need. What remains of her essence if she becomes like the rest, and is no
longer the one who directs, gives meaning to, and grants life? Indeed, when she
loses the essence of her existence and imitates the other sectors, she appears



either feeble or artificial, and she loses her precedence before other worldly
institutions and organizations, which may surpass her in reaching the intended goal
because they are more specialized and professional.

In his book For the Life of the World, Father Alexander Schmemann says: “The
Church is in the world but not of the world. Only because she is not of the world
can she reveal the ‘world to come,” that which transcends the world.” What truly
remains of her if she loses this role? Activism prevails and prepares the way for
fundamentalism to arise as a reaction to the loss of purpose.

When activism overwhelms the Church—that is, when pastoral activities or
practical witness dominate while the spirit of prayer and repentance recedes—the
balance is disturbed, and the scales tip toward resembling the fallen world.
Activities then become the goal in themselves. Conversely, when the Church
removes active pastoral care from her ministry, isolates herself from this world in
her thought and service, cuts herself off from it, and contents herself with
preserving the right faith apart from Christian love in imitation of Christ—when she
does not strive unceasingly to embrace the world and seek its salvation—then she
falls into fundamentalism. In truth, both secularism and fundamentalism are forms
of alienation from the spirit of the Gospel and aterrible betrayal of true Christianity.

| will take an example from the Catholic Church, since she confronted
contemporary secularism and modernity before others in Western Europe. In the
years immediately following the Second Vatican Council, despite all its positive
aspects, the Catholic Church fell into a very powerful movement of activism. The
Italian Jesuit Father Giovanni Martinetti described her condition in prophetic words
in his book Ragioni per credere oggi:

“The post-conciliar Church lost her mystical face, and became the
Church of constant dialogue, organizations, consultations,
conferences, councils, committees, academies, parties, pressure
groups influencing public opinion, functions, structures and
restructuring, social experiments, and statistics. Thus the Church
became, more than ever before, the Church of men—that is, an entity
without identity.”

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, in the final years of her life, to the astonishment of the
volunteers in her humanitarian works, ordered the closure of all the bank accounts



of the international body that supported the works of her charitable religious order,
and the cancellation of the meetings of the international group that supported her
humanitarian activities, when she learned how enormous the expenses of those
meetings had become!

Those in whom the Spirit of God acts shock the world by their attitudes and
conduct. But what kind of Christianity is it that goes along with the world and its
sins, instead of awakening it from its heedlessness and deviation?

There is a great difference between caring for humanity, accompanying it, and
sharing in its pain in order to raise it from that pain toward salvation, and accepting
its sin. The Christian loves the sick person, not the sickness. The Christian comes
from eternal life, not from secular life; meaning, he illumines earthly life with the
light of eternity. He does not reduce his life, its needs, and its goal to the limited
years he spends upon this earth.

Therefore, the mission of the Church lies in raising the world with her to where it
once was and to what it once was; in reminding the world of the life to which God
has called it—not only by preaching, but in practice; and in manifesting the action
and truth of God’s Incarnation in human history by embodying His presence in the
heart of the world in which she lives.

If God’s action and fruit are not visible in the life and service of Christians, do they
not become a secular social organization, depriving the world of the transfiguration
to which it is called?

When the Church, in her ministry, does not make room for the hesychastic life—or
what is today called spirituality—and directs nearly all her concern and energy
toward action, she becomes secularized. That is, she loses her connection to the
heavenly Kingdom, by which she is called to transform the earthly world, through
its transfiguration in her authentic work, which must be done by the inspiration,
presence, and action of the Holy Spirit.

The secularization of the Church deprives human beings of the grace of truly
becoming children of God, not merely in word. They then search for the meaning
of their lives in other places, and the word of the prophet Jeremiah becomes true
of them: “They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn out for
themselves broken cisterns that can hold no water” (2:13).



| will give two examples.

e Is it not possible for ecclesial media, when placed in the hands of those who
are not prayerful and spiritually watchful, to become a means of displaying
achievements and boasting about them, rather than urging viewers or
readers to cultivate the spirit of love, service, and giving?

e And is it not possible for the goal of “pastoral” activities to shift toward
fundraising, instead of being a practical means of supporting the faithful
spiritually, helping them experience joy in the midst of the community,
solidarity among the brethren, growth in the life of virtue, and the living out
of love with greater effectiveness?

III

These are some of the deviations we can easily fall into without even noticing. To
the extent that the life of prayer—and | emphasize the word /ife—grows within us,
the children of the Church, we become more aware and vigilant so as not to lose
sight of the goal, and the influence of worldliness weakens within us, and we truly
become the Church of Christ.

(To be continued)
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