
 Sunday, June 01, 2025 

Tone 6 / Eothinon 10 

Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension 

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

Martyr Justin the Philosopher & companions at Rome; Archimandrite Justin Popovic of Serbia 

 

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical 
Council 

On June 01 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate Martyr 

Justin the Philosopher and his companions at Rome; and Archimandrite 

Justin Popovic of Serbia. 

On this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the first 

Ecumenical Council of the 318 God-bearing Fathers, which took place in 

Nicaea in Bithynia. 

Arius, the notorious heretic, began to blaspheme against God and His Son 

the Word, saying that the latter was not God consubstantial with the 

Father, but that He was created as a stranger to the Substance of the Father 

and His glory. Alexander, the Archbishop of Alexandria, tried to 

constrain Arius from disturbing the faithful with this teaching; even 

though Alexander excommunicated him, Arius did not cease his 

blasphemy, which spread throughout the Church in all nations. Thus, Emperor Constantine the Great called 

the First Ecumenical Council, which gathered bishops and teachers in the Church from all lands. They all 

proclaimed, as by one mouth, the equality of the Son of God with the Father in Substance, thus laying down 

the noble Confession of Faith, The Creed, which we Orthodox Christians recite to this day. The Church 

regards these divine Fathers as preachers of the Faith next to the holy Apostles. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Room for Rent is Needed  
There is a wonderful Medical Resident moving to Oakland to start work at Highland Hospital. He and his family 
are active members at St Mark's Church in Irvine, CA. 
They are asking for help in finding a room or apartment to rent 10-20 minute drive to the hospital. 
If you have any suggestions, or know of someone looking for a roommate, please contact: 
 Mary Farradj (925) 437-0872. 

 
Don’t go Into the Fellowship Hall 
Dear Parishioners, 
Please refrain from going to the new Fellowship Hall for the next 2 weeks. The workers are doing the flooring. The 
Hall will be blocked. 
Thank you for your understanding! 
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THE EPISTLE 
 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in all Thou hast done to us. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36) 

In those days, Paul was determined to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 

hastening, if possible, to be at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called 

to him the priests of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all 

the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you bishops, to shepherd the church of the Lord and God, which He 

purchased with His own blood.  For I know that after my departure ravenous wolves will enter among you, not 

sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

disciples after them. Therefore, remain watchful, remembering that for three years I did not cease to admonish every 

one, night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able 

to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold 

or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In 

all things I have shown you that by such laboring we ought to help the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how He Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt 

down on his knees with them all, and prayed. 
 

مُبارَكٌ أنتَ يا رَبُّ إلهَ أبائِّنا يفَْرَحُ الصد ِّق  . 
 .فإنَّكَ عَدْلٌ في كلُ ِّ ما صَنَعْتَ بِّنَا 
يسينَ  الأطْهارفصلٌ مِنْ أعَمالِ الرُسُلِ القِد ِ . 

(20 :16-18 ،28-36 )  
ية. لأنَّهُ   ئَ في آسِّ ضَ لَهُ أنْ يبُْطِّ ، ارْتَأىَ بولسُُ أنْ يتََجاوَزَ أفََسسَُ في البَحْرِّ لِّئلَاَّ يَعْرِّ كانَ يَعْجَلُ حتَّى يكونَ في أورَشليمَ يوْمَ العنَْصَرَةِّ إِّنْ  في تلكَ الأيَّامِّ

يليتسَُ  نْ مِّ كُمْ ولِّجَميعِّ الرَّ  أمْكَنَهُ. فَمِّ وا إليَْهِّ قالَ لَهُمْ: احْذرَُوا لأنفُسِّ
ا وَصَلُ عيةِّ التي أقامَكُمُ الروحُ القُدُسُ فيها  بَعَثَ إلى أفََسسَُ، فاسْتدَْعى قُسوسَ الكَنيسة. فلََمَّ

ئابٌ  هِّ فإن ِّي أعْلَمُ هذا، أنَّهُ سَيَدْخُلُ بينَكُم بَعدَ ذَهابي ذِّ جالٌ أساقِّفَةً، لِّترَْعَوْا كنيسةَ اللهِّ التي اقْتنََاها بِّدَمِّ كُمْ سَيقَومُ رِّ نْكُمُ أنْفُسِّ يَّة ومِّ فَةٌ لا تشُْفِّقُ على الرَعِّ  خاطِّ
ن رينَ أن ي مُدَّةَ ثلَاثِّ سِّ بُوا التلاميذَ وراءَهُم لذلِّكَ اسْهَرُوا، مُتَذَّكِّ دٍ بدمُوُعٍ. والآنَ  يتَكََلَّمُونَ بِّأمُُورٍ مُلْتوَيةٍ لِّيَجْتذَِّ ينَ لَمْ أكَْففُْ ليَْلاً ونَهاراً أنْ أنْصَحَ كلَُّ واحِّ
رَةَ أنْ تبَْنيَكُمْ وتمَْنَحَكُمْ ميراثاً مَعَ جميعِّ القديسين.  عُكُمْ، يا إخْوَتي، اللهَ وكَلِّمَةَ نِّعْمَتِّهِّ القادِّ ةَ أو ذَهَبَ أو لِّباسَ أحََدٍ. وأنتمُْ تعَْلَمونَ أنَّ  أسْتوَْدِّ إن ِّي لَمْ أشَْتهَِّ فِّضَّ

. في كلُ ِّ شيءٍ بيََّنْتُ لكُمْ أنَّهُ هكََذا ينَْبَغي أنْ نتَْعَبَ لِّنُ  ي خَدَمَتْها هاتانِّ اليَدانِّ ِّ يسوعَ. فإنَّهُ حاجاتِّي وحاجاتِّ الذينَ معِّ ب  دَ الضُّعفاءَ، وأنْ نتذَكَّرَ كلامَ الرَّ ساعِّ
مْ وصَلَّى هِّ ا قالَ هذا، جَثاَ على رُكْبتَيَْهِّ مَعَ جَميعِّ . ولَم  نَ الأخَْذِّ   .قالَ: إنَّ العطَاءَ هُوَ مَغْبوطٌ أكثرََ مِّ
 

 THE GOSPEL 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to 

Saint John. (17:1-13) 

At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son that the Son 
may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given 
Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent. I 
glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou 
Me in Thy own presence with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was made. I have manifested Thy 
Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they 
have kept Thy word. Now they know that everything that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for I have given them 
the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from Thee; and they 
have believed that Thou didst send Me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom 
Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them. And 
now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy 
Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. While I was with them, I kept them in 
Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may 

have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 



 ( 13-1:17) .القدّيسِ يوحَنا الإنجيليِّ البَشيرِ والتلميذِ الطاهرفَصْلٌ شريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ 

دَكَ ابنُكَ   دِ ابنَكَ لِيُمَجِ  ماءِ وقالَ: يا أبَتِ قَدْ أَتَتِ الساعَة، مَجِ  أيضا  في ذلكَ الزمانِ، رَفَعَ يسوعُ عينَيهِ إلى السَّ . كما أعْطَيْتَهُ سُلْطانا  على كُلِ  بَشَرٍ ليُعْطِيَ   
.كُلَّ مَنْ أعَْطَيْتَهُ لَهُ حَياة  أبَدِيَّة   وهَذِهِ هِي الحياةُ الأبَدِيَّةُ، أَنْ يعرِفُوكَ أنتَ الإلهَ الحَقيقيَّ وحدَكَ، والذي أَرْسَلْتَهُ يسوعَ المسيحَ   . دْتُكَ   أنا قَدْ مَجَّ على الأرضِ.   
.قَدْ أَتْمَمْتُ العَمَلَ الذي أعَْطَيْتَني لأعْمَلَهُ  دْني أنْتَ يا أَبَتِ عِنْدَكَ بالمَجْدِ الذي كانَ لي عِنْدَكَ مِنْ    . قَبْلِ كَوْنِ العالَمِ والآنَ مَجِ  قَدْ أعَْلَنْتُ اسْمَكَ لِلْناسِ الذينَ    
.أعَْطَيْتَهُمْ لي مِنَ العالَمِ. هُمْ كانوا لَكَ، وأنتَ أعَْطَيْتَهُمْ لي، وقَدْ حَفِظُوا كَلامَكَ  والآنَ قَدْ عَلِمُوا أنَّ كُلَّ ما أعْطَيْتَهُ لي هُوَ مِنْكَ    . لأنَّ الكَلامَ الذي أعَْطَيْتَهُ    

أَلُ. لا أسْأَلُ مِنْ أجْلِ العالَمِ، بلْ مِنْ أجلِ الذينَ أعْطَيتَهُمْ  لي أعَْطَيْتُهُ لَهُم. وهُم قَبِلُوا وَعَلِمُوا حَقا  أن ي مِنْكَ خَرَجْتُ، وآمَنوا أنَّكَ أَرْسَلْتَني. أنا مِنْ أجْلِهِم أسْ 
.لي، لأنَّهُم لكَ  دتُ فِيهِم   كُلُّ شَيْءٍ لي هُوَ لَكَ، وكُلُّ شَيْءٍ لَكَ هُوَ لي، وأنا قَدْ مُجِ  . ولَسْتُ أنا بَعْدُ في العالمِ، وهؤلاءِ هُمْ في العالَمِ، وأنا آتي إلَيْكَ. أيُّها    
.الآبُ القُدُّوسُ احْفَظهُمْ باسْمِكَ، الذينَ أعْطَيْتَهُمْ لي، لِيَكونوا واحِدا  كما نَحْنُ  كُنْتُ مَعَهُم في العَالمِ، كُنْتُ أحْفَظُهُمْ باسْمِكَ. إنَّ الذينَ أعْطَيْتَهُمْ لي قَدْ  حينَ  
  أمَّا الآنَ فإن ي آتي إلَيْكَ. وأنا أتَكَلَّمُ بِهذا في العَالمِ لِيَكونَ فَرَحي كامِلا  فيهِم..حَفِظْتُهُمْ، ولَمْ يَهلِكْ مِنْهُمْ أحَدٌ إلاَّ ابْنُ الهَلاكِ، لِيَتِمَّ الكِتابُ 
 
Dear Parents of Graduates, We at St. John’s, would like to recognize our graduates by publishing their names, 
photos and biographies in the church bulletin. This way, we can all know who they are and what is next for them in 
life. We are proud of them. Please help us to do this by submitting their pictures and bio via email 
 
Financial Pledges 
Dear Parishioners, 
I would like to thank you for your generosity in supporting the church and its projects. I’m asking you to fulfill your 
primary responsibility in meeting your financial pledges before your contributions to any project such as the Hall .. 
etc.! 
In the Risen Christ, 
Fr. Nicholas Borzghol 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

June 1st 
Memorial service for Anwar Nassar by Samir Nassar and family In memory of 
his brother. May his memory be eternal! 

June 8th 
40 days memorial service by Siham Mitry and family in memory of Donna Mitry 
Potter . May her memory be eternal!  

June 25th - 29th 
Parish Life Conference: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport  
2025 Host Parish: St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, CA) 

September 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

Coffee Hour 

June 1st  
Luncheon hosted by Fadwa Samara, Nelly Nassif and Samia Shaheen. $20 per 
person.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,   
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette 
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years! 
† St. John Parish family for the good health of 
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Adranly. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Donna 
Potter. May her memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fred Addas. Many years! 
† Rocky & Nada Dudum for the good health of 
their children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 



 

Congrats Graduates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dominic Farradj earned his                                           
Master of Science degree in 
Data Science from University  
of San Francisco 

 

Mason Walter Burt, son of Lillian 
(Mitry) Burt and grandson of Siham 
Mitry, graduated from Ponderosa 
High School in Cameron Park, 
CA.  He will be attending Folsom 
Community College to start his 
studies in music appreciation 

Joseph David Rodrigues 

MA in Theology and MA in 
Philosophy from the 
Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology in 
Berkeley, CA. 

Thesis title: "Lessons from 
the Tombs: A Pragmatic 
Analysis of the Asceticism of 
St. Antony the Great and the 
12-Step Program" 

 

 

  

 



    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 

 



 

Fellowship Hall Update 

The hall project is moving along 

well, floors throughout the 

building are nearing completion 

and restroom partitions will be 

completed soon. Chandeliers are 

in and look fantastic against the 

beautiful ceiling in the hall. HVAC 

equipment is being completed as 

well as water heating systems. We 

have a kitchen inspection next 

week for fire and safety issues and 

will be ordering the kitchen 

equipment right afterwards.  

 

Great news on the fundraising 

side. We have been approached 

with some generous pledges to 

help complete the kitchen 

equipment. You may recall that the 

actual kitchen equipment was not 

scoped in the construction 

contract, and these donations will 

help us to get to full use of the hall 

sooner.  

 

These and other new donations bring us well over the $1Million mark for 

parishioner donations, and will help us complete ancillary parts of the project that might 

have had to be deferred until a later date. Of course donations are still welcomed and 

again, we ask that any donations to the hall be designated as such, and do not detract 

from your regular pledges to the church operating fund. 

 

As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are resuming work on our 

donor recognition plaque. The list attached shows the names of the donors to the hall 

that have donated $1,000 or more since 2013.  We ask that you let us know soon if we 

have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would like to change the way your 

donation is recognized on the plaque. Also, if you would like to know your exact 

contribution amount that we have on record, please contact the church office. 

 

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and resources to this project, for 

your patience as we approach the finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful 

celebration in the new fellowship hall soon! 

 



 

 

 





 


