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SUNDAY, JULY 06, 2025
TONE 3 / EOTHINON 4

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST & FOURTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

RIGHTEOUS FATHER SISOES THE GREAT OF EGYPT;
APOSTLES ARCHIPPOS, PHILEMON AND ONESIMOS OF THE SEVENTY

On July 6 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our
Righteous Father Sisoés the Great of Egypt.

Sisoés was a disciple of St. Anthony the Great. Imposing difficult
ascetic labors on himself in the wilderness for 60 years, Sisoés
humbled himself so much that he became meek and guileless
as a lamb. God endowed Sisoés with abundant grace so that he
was able to heal the sick, drive out unclean spirits and resurrect
the dead. Sisoés taught those who visited him: “Regardless in
& what way temptation comes to man, a man should give himself
to the will of God and to recognize that temptation occurred

. mswesed because of his sins. If somethlng good happens, it should be
sald that it happened accordlng to God’s Providence.” Sisoés died peacefully in extreme
old age in 429. On this day, we also commemorate the Apostles Archippos, Philemon
and Onesimos of the Seventy.

THE EPISTLE

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Clap your hands all ye peoples.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (6:18-23)

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of
righteousness. | am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity,
so now yield your members to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves
of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But then what return did you get from
the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now
that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you
get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:5-13)

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching
Him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.” And
Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion answered Him, “Lord, |
am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant

will be healed. For | am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and | say to one,

‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and
he does it.” When Jesus heard him, He marveled, and said to those who followed him,
“Truly, | say to you, not even in Israel have | found such faith. | tell you, many will come
from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of

Heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men

will weep and gnash their teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you

as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.
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Krispy Kreme Fundraising Campaign
Another exciting fundraiser! Campaign is good until December 31.

How it works!

1. Order place an order using the link or QR code.
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens
2. Support 50% of each Original Glazed Dozen you order is donated back to the organization.
3. EnjoyVisit your local Krispy Kreme to pick up your Original Glazed Dozens!

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign

We have something new and exciting!!
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards
through St. John link.

How it works!

1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm medium=email&utm campaign=0 offers day 1
And/or ask: Rania Kashou

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization.
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!

Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesnt like to play??
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!

Upcoming Events

| September 20%-21t | St. John's annual Middle Eastern Food Festival
Coffee Hour
July 6 Sponsor needed
July 13 Joseph and Lisbeth Rodrigues
July 20 Sponsor needed
July 27 Sponsor needed
Holy Oblations Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by: of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of 1 Ibrahim Fasheh in =
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum memory of Hanada
Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette Hilal and Aida Fasheh for one full
Youakeem. Many years! year. May her memory
1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of be eternal!
George Adranly. Many years!
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of T Altar Servers:
Fred Addas. Many years! Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias
1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Najat Nicola. Many years! Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason
Hala Youakeem. Many years! Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of Karanikola
Norma Khalil. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Souhad Halaka. Many years!
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of
George Messih. Many years!



https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




Building Committee Update

It's punch list time! Believe it or not, we are nearing the finish line. The

Building Committee and the architect have met with the contractor to

review a preliminary punch list of items that need to be completed prior

to the building inspection for occupancy. These items include things like

acoustic wall panels, signage, HVAC grills, fire extinguishers, etc.

Additionally, outside the scope of the original contract with Petra, we

have ordered the major kitchen equipment. Some equipment has been

delivered, some is on order and custom countertops and workspaces are

being fabricated.

We are looking at majority completion in just a few weeks, and then

working with city and county officials for inspections. The timing of

inspections is out of our complete conftrol, but we are hoping to complete

these soon to acquire occupancy certificates.

Of course there will still be some work to complete that has not yet been

budgeted or contracted such as trellises and landscaping



$t. John Sunday Funday
Dave and Busters
2078 Diamond Blvd Ste.
H180, Concord, CA 94520
August 24th @ 1:30pm -




Support St. John Church with Krispy
Kreme Digital Dozens

Price Per Dozen: $15



Krispy Kreme Digital Dozens

to Support
St. John Church

$15 50%
per order donated back
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Hotel Deadline Is Almost A

Rates are only guaranteed through June 21!
Rooms are selling FAST don’t wait!
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Book your room before ltstoo late!
Reserve now at
www.ac2025chicago.org/hotel






His Eminence S
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan SABA

Archbishop of New York
and Metropolitan of
All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 344/2025
July 1, 2025
Beloved in Christ,

I pray you had a blessed celebration of the patrons and protectors of our Holy See of Antioch,
Saints Peter and Paul. Our group of pilgrims was blessed to celebrate this important occasion in our
spiritual home this year at the Patriarchal Monastery of Balamand, Lebanon.

Since the terrorist bombing of our Prophet Elias Church in Dweilaa, Damascus, Syria a week ago,
we have received many inquiries from people and organizations asking how they can help the
survivors and the families of those who lost their lives.

We have set up a special charitable account at the Archdiocese Headquarters for this purpose. All
the proceeds will be forwarded to His Beatitude Patriarch John X for distribution to the survivors
and families. Needless to say, after this traumatic and life-changing event, they need counseling,
medical help and the basic necessities of life as they will not be able to function for some time.

In many cases, the families who lost their loved ones lost their main financial providers. Others will
need long-term financial support as they have sustained the loss of bodily parts, making them
permanent dependents unable to work to sustain their families.

Here is how you can donate to help the survivors and surviving family members:

e Online through the “2025 Prophet Elias Church of Damascus, Syria Relief Fund.”

e By check, either personally or through your parish that will, in turn, send the collected funds
to the Archdiocese Headquarters, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238. Make checks
payable to the Antiochian Archdiocese with “Prophet Elias Church Relief Fund” in the

memo.

Thank you for helping to alleviate the suffering of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Wishing you
God’s every blessing, I remain,

Your Father in Christ,

S ol

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org  (201) 871-7954 F



On the Interpretation of the Holy Bible, Part Four
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

| received several questions seeking clarification on what is meant by contemporary
and new approaches to the Bible. | will try to answer by drawing on the words of
Metropolitan Kallistos Ware [published in an interview with Mr. Kyriakos Markides
in his book Gifts of the Desert, chapter eight, "Converted" on pages 160-163].

The modern mind, stemming from its scientific rigor and analytical capabilities on
the one hand, and the advancements in sciences as mentioned earlier! on the other,
raises questions that were not previously posed with such intensity in the past.
Among these questions are: How did the event happen? What exactly occurred?
What explains the similarities between some stories, especially in the Old
Testament, and the literary and cultural discoveries of ancient Babylonian, Assyrian,
and other civilizations?

Using the language of the era in which we live to convey the Christian message is
natural and indispensable. This is not an innovation or a deviation from the norm.
However, when we preach ideas that contradict our faith and do not align with "the
faith once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 1:3), we fall into heresy. The matter
is extremely delicate.

Let us start with the Gospel, where we find that all the parables of the Lord Jesus were
agricultural, stemming from the cultural reality of Palestine at that time. He spoke of
the mustard seed, the sower, and the shepherd, among others, because these were
the language of the environment in which He lived, and these parables were
understood by the people He addressed and sought to save at that time and place.

We are compelled to explain the historical context of the text to prepare for
entering its meaning and intent. For example, today, we must explain the
agricultural practices in the Middle East during the time of Christ's message before
interpreting the parable of the sower. This helps people understand how seeds fell
on rocky paths, among thorns, and on fertile soil.

Using earthly sciences as auxiliary tools in conveying the message is not new. This
approach was adopted by the Apostle Paul when he preached Christ to the people
of Athens. He began from their religious reality, which he observed in Athens (the

' On the Interpretation of the Holy Bible, Part Three.



altar to the unknown god), and cited some of their Greek poets: "For in Him we live
and move and have our being" (Acts 17:28), to bring them closer to what he wanted
to preach.

Returning to the first question, we previously mentioned challenges to faith brought
about by history, archaeology, and scientific advancement concerning many biblical
texts, especially in the Old Testament. These challenges did not exist before the
18th century. These challenges compel the Church to engage in dialogue and
provide faithful responses. As long as we believe in the active and living presence
of the Holy Spirit in the Church, we must believe in its continuous creativity and
inspiration, enabling the Church to continue its mission to save the world.

It must be noted that that the critical approach to studying the Bible is not a single
school; its methods of interpretation vary greatly. Metropolitan Kallistos states:

As for the critical approach to studying the Bible, it must first be noted that the
critical approach is not a single school; its methods of interpretation vary greatly.
Metropolitan Kallistos states:

“God has given us a reasoning brain. And we should use this gift to the
full. Therefore, the critical study of the New Testament, using all the
resources of scholarship, is something that we Orthodox should
approve. We do not serve Christ, who is the Truth, by simply shutting
our ears and eyes and refusing to listen or look. So, there is certainly a
place for the critical study of the Bible. We Orthodox may not always
agree with the conclusions of the liberal theologians, but we do affirm
the principle of free inquiry. Second, we Orthodox in our approach to
the Bible are not adopting exactly the viewpoint of Protestants
fundamentalist. Like them, we believe that the Bible is true. But we do
not isolate each sentence, each word on its own. We look at the total
message of the Bible. This has always been the Orthodox principle of
scriptural interpretation: that we take the Bible as a whole and we
understand one part of the Bible in the light of another. So, we do not
isolate texts in the way some fundamentalists do. | would go further
than that. We also need to say that there are many ways of expressing
truth and that literal truth of a worldly factual type is not the only kind
of truth.



"The true understanding of the scripture comes not just through
historical inquiry about biblical origins, but through seeing how
scripture has been lived and understood in the Church. This is the
difficulty of the historical-critical approach, that it isolates the
reasoning brain and is carried out in the scholar’s study, whereas the
true understanding of scripture comes through the total person, and
we have many other ways of understanding as well as the reasoning
brain. It comes not through sitting alone in a library, reading books. It
comes also, and much more fundamentally, through worship, through
sharing the life of the community, through praying together - praying
with our understanding but also with our heart, which is something far
deeper than just the emotions or reasoning brain. And so, the true
understanding of scripture comes through participation in the
worshiping life of the Church. The true interpreters of scripture are not
so much the learned scholars, though we should listen to them. The
true interpreters of scripture are the saints.

"There is a tendency to isolate the letter of scripture. But to truly
understand scripture we have to understand it liturgically and
experientially: through the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, through
participation in the sacraments, through the preaching of the Church,
through the lives of its spiritual fathers and mothers. All of this forms
part of the total richness of the Church. This is the context we have for
understanding scripture. We allow full scope to the witness of the
saints. Let us remember what was said by a great Serbian bishop
Nikolai Velimirovic, who is already regarded as a saint by the Serbian
Church. He said: ‘The opinions of the scholars may be marvelously
clever and yet they may be completely wrong. Whereas,” he added,
‘the words of the saints are often simple but always right.’

“We should not reject scholarship, but as | pointed out, we should
recognize that alongside the use of reasoning brain, the dianoia, the
truth is apprehended more profoundly through prayer, through a life
of holiness, a life of living compassion. The true understanding of the
Bible comes through God's revelation on this level to the heart, to the
nous, to the spiritual vision, not just to the discursive reason.”
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