
The martyred blind man healed by Panteleimon 

  

On July 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 

commemorate the holy and glorious Great-Martyr 

and Healer Panteleimon, and the martyred blind 

man whom Panteleimon healed. 

Panteleimon means “all merciful” in Greek. He was 

born in third-century Nicomedia of a Christian 

mother, Eubula, and a pagan father, Eustorgius. As 

a young man he studied medicine. The priest, 

Hermolaus, invited Panteleimon to be with him and 

taught him the Faith of Christ and baptized him. 

Panteleimon miraculously cured a blind man by the 

power of Christ whom the other doctors treated in vain. The blind man was later 

martyred and we also commemorate him today. Out of envy the doctors 

accused Panteleimon of being a Christian and he went before the Emperor 

Maximian to stand trial. Before the emperor, he freely declared that he was a 

Christian and he also healed a long-time paralytic. This miracle drew many 

pagans to the Faith of Christ. Sentenced to death, Panteleimon knelt for prayer. 

At that moment the executioner struck him on the neck with a sword, and it 

broke. The executioner was unable to execute him until the saint completed his 

prayer and until Panteleimon told him to behead him, which he then did. His 

relics possessed the ability to heal. Panteleimon is invoked in prayers at the 

time of the “Blessing of Waters” and in the blessing of the holy oils used in the 

“The Sacrament of Holy Unction,” together with Hermolaus and the other 

unmercenary saints and wonderworkers. 
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THE EPISTLE 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my prayer. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (2:1-10) 
Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have 
heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.  Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier 
on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who 
enlisted him.  An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.  
It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.  Think 
over what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything.  Remember 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel, 
the gospel for which I am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal.  But the word 
of God is not fettered.  Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that 
they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory. 

 

يقُ ُيفَْرحَُ  عُْإ .بالرَّب ُُُِّالصد ِّ  ُ.لِّصَوْتيُُاللُ ُياُسْتمَِّ

سٌبولُسٌٌَالقِدّيسٌٌِرِسالَةٌٌِمِنٌٌْفَصْلٌ   (10-1:2)ٌ.تيموثاوسٌإلىٌالثَّانِيَةٌٌِولٌِالرَّ
يَسوعَُُُالمَسيحُُُِّفيُُالتيُُالن ِّعْمَةُُُِّفيُُتَقوَُُُّتيموثاوس،ُُوَلَديُُيا . عْتَهُ ُُوماُُ ن يُُسَمِّ هودُ ُُلَدىُُمِّ عْهُ ُُكَثيرينَ،ُُش  ُُأكْفاءَُُُأ مَناءَُُُأ ناساُ ُُاسْتَودِّ

أيضاُ ُُآخَرينَُُُي عَل ِّم واُُلَأنُْ . ي ُ ُُالمَشَقَّاتُُُِّاحْتَمِّلُُُِّ نْدِّ المسيحُُُِّلِّيَسوعَُُُصالِّحُ ُُكَج  . ُوذلِّكَُُُالحياةِّ،ُُبِّه مومُُُِّفَيَرْتَبِّكُ ُُيَتَجَنَّدُ ُُأَحَدُ ُُلَيْسَُُُ
يَُ جَنَّدَهُ ُُالذيُُلي رْضِّ . ،ُُأَحَدُ ُُكانَُُُإنُُُْوأيْضا ،ُُ دُُُْلَمُُُْماُُالإكْليلَُُُيَنالُ ُُفَلاُُي جاهِّد  هاداُ ُُي جاهِّ ي اُ ُُجِّ شَرْعِّ . بُ ُُ ُُالذيُُالحارِّثَُُُأنَُُُّويَجِّ

أَوَّلُ ُالَأثْمارُُِّفيُُرِّكَُيَشْتَُُأَنُُْيَتعَبُ  . ل ُُِّفيُفَهْماُ ُالرَّبُ ُفَلي ؤْتِّكَُ.ُأَقولُماُإفْهَمُُْ شَيْءُ ُك  . ُُنَسْلُُُِّمِّنُُْالذيُالمَسيحَُ،ُيَسوعَُُُأنَُُّأ ذْك رُُْ
إنجيليُُُحَسَبُُُِّعلىُُالَأمْواتُُُِّبَيْنُُُِّمِّنُُُْقامَُُُقَدُُُْداودَ، . ت قيَّدُ ُُلُُاللُُِّكَلِّمَةَُُُأنَُُُّإلَُُّم ،كَم جْرُُُِّالق يودَُُُحتَّىُُالمَشَقَّاتُُُِّفيهُُُِّأحتَمِّلُ ُُالذيُُ .ُُ

ل ُُُِّعلىُُأَصْب رُ ُُأناُُفلِّذلِّكَُ ل واُُلِّكَيُُُْالم خْتارِّينَُ،ُُأَجْلُُُِّمِّنُُُْشيءُ ُُك  ُُمَعَُُُيَسوعَ،ُُالمَسيحُُُِّفيُُالذيُُالخَلاصُُُِّعلىُُأيضاُ ُُه مُُُْيَحص 
ُ.الَأبَديُ ُالمَجْدُِّ  

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:27-35) 
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 
aloud: “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind men 
came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” 
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to 
your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged 
them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and spread His fame through 
all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to 
Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds 
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees 
said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. 



ٌ(35-27:9)ُ.الطاهرٌوالتلْميذٌٌِالبَشيرٌٌِالإنْجيلِيٌٌِّمَتَّىٌالقدّيسٌٌِبِشارَةٌٌِمِنٌٌْشَريفٌ ٌفَصْلٌ   
ُ،ُُذلِّكَُُُفي ،ُُيسوعُ ُُفيماُُُالزَمانِّ داودُُابْنَُُُياُُارْحَمْنا:ُُويَقولنُُُِّصيحانُِّيَُُُأعَْمَيانُُُِّتَبِّعَهُ ُُم جْتاز  . اُُ ،ُُإلَيْهُُُِّدَناُُُالبَيْتَُ،ُُدَخَلَُُُفَلَم  ُُالَأعْمَيانِّ

نانُُُِّهَلُْ:ُُيسوعُ ُُلَه ماُُفقالَُ رُ ُُأَن يُُت ؤْمِّ ُُنُْفَلْيَكُ ُُكإيمانِّك ما:ُُقائِّلاُ ُُأعْي نَه ماُُُلَمَسَُُُحَينَئِّذُ .ُُرَبُ ُُياُُنَعَمْ،:ُُلَهُ ُُفَقالُُُذلِّكَ؟ُُأَفْعَلَُُُأَنُُُْأَقْدِّ
أَحَدُ ُُيَعْلَمُُُْلُُانْظ را،:ُُقائلاُ ُُيَسوعُ ُُفَانْتَهَرَه ما.ُُأعَْي ن هماُُفانْفَتَحَتُْ.ُُلَك ما . اُُ لِّ هاُُالَأرْضُُُِّتِّلْكَُُُفيُُشَهَراهُ ُُخَرَجا،ُُفَلَم  ك  . ما،ُُوبَعَدَُُُ هِّ ُُخ روجِّ

موا شَيْطانُ ُُبِّهُُُِّأَخْرَسَُُُإليْهُُُِّقَدَّ . اُُ ُ،ُُأ خْرِّجَُُُفَلَم  بَتُِّ.ُُرَسالَأخُُُْتَكَلَّمَُُُالشَيْطان  ُُقائِّلينُُالج موعُ ُُفَتَعَجَّ ثْلُ ُُقَطُ ُُيَظْهَرُُُْلَمُْ: ُفيُُُهَذاُُمِّ
رائيل .إسِّ اُُُ ُُفَقالواُُالفَر يسي ونَُُُأم  الشَياطينُُُي خْرِّجُ ُُالشَياطينُُُِّبِّرَئيسُُُِّإنَّهُ : . نَُُُيَطوفُ ُُيَسوعُ ُُوكانَُُُ ُُفيُُي عَل ِّمُ ُُوالق رى،ُُكلَّهاُُُالم د 

مْ، هِّ زُ ُمَجامِّعِّ ،المَُُبِّبِّشارَةُُِّويَكْرِّ لَُُّويَشْفيُلَكوتِّ لَُُّمَرَضُ ُك  عْفُ ُوك  ُ.الشَعْبُفيُض   
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations for Heritage Booth at Festival 

During the past few Festivals, there were multiple inquiries about purchasing used Middle Eastern 
items/ souvenirs at the Heritage Booth.  We would like to gather unwanted items from our parish.  

If you have anything to donate, please contact Dn. Nicholas Adranly at 510-207-1796 for more 
information. 

 

Visiting Priest Fr. John Christianson 

The St. John’s community would like to welcome visiting priest, Fr. John Christianson, on July 27th, who 
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the absence of Fr. Nicholas who will be in Chicago attending the 
archdiocese convention. 

 

Festival Dance Group for Kids 

We are trying to put together a small group to dance at our up coming festival. Children between the 
ages of 5-10 (around that age) and willing to learn and be dedicated. Please contact Rania Kashou 
415.722.0774. (Text is fine) or Irene Guajardo.  

Couple of rules:  

* You must come to church every Sunday starting August 3rd September 14th. 

* You must ready to stay at lease 30-45 minutes after church for practice.  

* You must be available on both festival days (performance in the earlier part -time TBD) 

 

Krispy Kreme Fundraising Campaign 
Another exciting fundraiser! Campaign is good until December 31. 
How it works! 
1. Order place an order using the link or QR code. 
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens 
2. Support 50% of each Original Glazed Dozen you order is donated back to the organization. 
3. EnjoyVisit your local Krispy Kreme to pick up your Original Glazed Dozens! 
 

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign 

We have something new and exciting!! 
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards 
through St. John link. 

How it works!  
1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:  
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1 

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1


And/or ask:  Rania Kashou 
2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!  
  
Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesnt like to play??  
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!  
 
Upcoming Events 

July 27th Prison Ministry Card Workshop after Liturgy 

August 6th 
Feast of the Transfiguration Divine Liturgy at 11:00 AM at 380 Magdalena 
Avenue, Los Altos Hills. Agape meal afterwards. 

August 7th Paraklises for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

August 13th Paraklises for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

August 14th Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the feast the Dormition of the Theotokos at 6 pm. 

August 17th Six months memorial service for the servant of God George Wahbeh, 
offered by Afaf Wahbeh and family. May his memory be eternal! 

September 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

Coffee Hour 

July 27 Zzane and Irene Guajardo  
 
 
 

 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum 
Bennett, Fairouz Freij,  George Adranly,  Fred 
Addas   Henriette Hilal and Aida Youakeem. 
Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Najat 
Nicola. May her memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Hala Youakeem. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Souhad Halaka. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Messih. Many years! 
†   St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Rocky and Nada Dudum. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 



Dear Nick, Mark, Kristen, Kimberly, Anthony, Hudson, Julia, Brie and to the entire 

Saliba and Nicola Family, 

On behalf of the ladies of St. John, we are deeply saddened with broken and 

shattered hearts for the passing of our beautiful sister in Christ, Najat. Her death 

came as a shock to all of us and Najat will always be cherished and her memory will 

be held close to our hearts. 

Najat was a woman full of love and dedication to her whole family, to our 

Parishioners and ladies of St. John and to her entire community. She was a true 

jewel who shined with integrity, faith and love. When you were greeted by Najat, the 

first thing you noticed was her beautiful, smiling face. It was then followed with a 

warm hug reminding you of how much she cared for you and everyone around her. 

 

She had a beautiful reputation of being a lady with top notch class which showed in 

everything that she was passionate about. We have learned so much from her 

talents, whether it was how she decorated our church for Easter and Christmas, to 

her hand crafted paintings and especially her flower arrangements and classes that 

seemed to flow so gracefully. 

We all sometimes catch ourselves asking the very simple question: Why God? Why 

take such a beautiful soul at such a young age? As painful as this is, we as Orthodox 

Christians are called to trust the Lord, live in the moment and keep His praises in 

our hearts. Najat’s life was the perfect example of this. As she has walked through 

the valleys of her own life, she has remained faithful and served those around her 

with a heart of gold. She has set an example for us all. 

 

Nick and family we love you and we are praying for you to feel God’s comfort, grace 

and love as you all embark on a new season in life without our dear Najat. We, as a 

family and body of Christ, are here for you, your children and grandchildren. May 

you always hold dear the beautiful memory of our beloved Najat close to your 

hearts. We will all continue to pray that God will place her soul in his heavenly 

kingdom, a place of brightness, a place of repose along with her parents and the 

departed family souls. 

 

May God bless you and shine his face upon you all. 

 



 

 

 



LET’S GET ROLLING & BAKING…in our new kitchen!! 

Saturday, 8/9 and 8/23 

            

    Saturday, August 9th at 9:30    Saturday, August 23rd at 9:30 

We need all hands on deck to help roll grape leaves and make spinach pies for the 

upcoming festival.  We'll have coffee and treats and always enjoy our time working 

together. Please let Rula A. know if you can help. It’s a blessing to work together.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Building Committee Update 

It's punch list time! Believe it or not, we are nearing the finish line. The Building Committee and the architect 

have met with the contractor to review a preliminary punch list of items that need to be completed prior to 

the building inspection for occupancy. These items include things like acoustic wall panels, signage, HVAC 

grills, fire extinguishers, etc.  

Additionally, outside the scope of the original contract with Petra, we have ordered the major kitchen 

equipment. Some equipment has been delivered, some is on order and custom countertops and 

workspaces are being fabricated.  

We are looking at majority completion in just a few weeks, and then working with city and county officials 

for inspections. The timing of inspections is out of our complete control, but we are hoping to complete 

these soon to acquire occupancy certificates.  

Of course there will still be some work to complete that has not yet been budgeted or contracted such as 

trellises and landscaping. 



 

 

 

Project Mexico 2025! 

Featuring Nick Farrah, Nadine Potts, Lilly Potts, and Herman (the owner of the new home) and his son. 

 



 

 



  

 

 

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 



 



 


