
Righteous Iliya Chavchavadze of Georgia 

  

On July 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the fiery ascent as it were into the 
Heaven of the holy and glorious Elias (Elijah) the 
Thesbite. 

 

Elias was born in the town of Tishba for which he was 
called the Thesbite. When Elias was born, his father 
Savah saw an angel of God hovering around the child, 
wrapping the child in fire and giving him a flame to eat. 
This foreshadowed Elias’s fiery character and his God-
given fiery power. Elias confronted the Israelite King 
Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel. They worshipped idols 

and were turning the people away from serving the One and Living God. 
Jezebel, a Syrian, persuaded her husband to erect a temple to the Syrian god 
Baal. Through great miracles Elias displayed the power and authority of God: 
he closed up the heavens, so that there was not any rain for three years and 
six months; he lowered a fire from heaven and burned the sacrifice to his God 
which the pagan priests of Baal were unable to do; he accurately prophesied to 
Ahab that the dogs will lick up his blood and to Jezebel that the dogs will 
consume her flesh. Before his death Elias took Elisseus (Elisha) and 
designated him as his successor in the prophetic calling. Elias was taken up 
into the heavens in a fiery chariot by flaming horses. He appeared on Mount 
Tabor to our Lord Jesus Christ with Moses on the Transfiguration. Before the 
end of the world Elias will appear again to put an end to the power of the anti-
Christ (Revelation, Chapter 11). 

On this day, we also commemorate Righteous Iliya Chavchavadze [ee-LEE-
yah chav-chah-VAD-zay] of Georgia. 
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THE EPISTLE 

Thou art a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek. 

The Lord said unto my Lord: Sit Thou on my right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy 
footstool. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. James. (5:10-20) 
Brethren, take as an example of suffering and patience the prophets who spoke in the 
Name of the Lord. Behold, we call those blessed who were steadfast. You have heard of 
the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by Heaven 
or by earth or with any other oath; but let your yes be yes and your no be no, so that you 
may not fall under condemnation. Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any 
cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 
prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its 
effects. Elias was a man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might 
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 
again and the heavens gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit. My brethren, if any 
one among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 
whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins. 

 

ََ.م لكيصاد قَر تب ةََِع لىَالد هْرََِإلىَالكاهِنَ َأنتَ 
َ.لِق د م يْكََم وْطِئاَ َأعْداء كَ َأجْع لَ َح تَّىَي ميني،َع نََْاجْلِسَْ:َلِر بيَّالرَّبَ َقالَ 
 َ(20َ-10:5)َ.الجامعةَسولَ الرَ ََعقوبَ يَ َيسَ دَ القَ َةَ سالَ رَ َنَ مَ َلَ ص َفَ 

،الرََََّمَِباسَََْلَّمواكَ ت َََالذينَ ََ،ياءَ بِنََْالَ ََذوااتَّخَََِ،ة وََ إِخَََْيا بَ طَ ن َََافإنََََّالناة،ََط وْلَََِوفيََقَّاتَِشَ المَ ََمالَِتَِاحَََْفيََة وََ دَْق َََبِّ َوِّ
بَْبََِت مَْمِعَْسَ ََدَْوقَ .ََرينالصابَِ ،ََرَِص  اجَََِنَ نَِّحَ ت مََ ََبََّالرََََّلنََّ.ََبَِّالرََََّةَ بَ عاقَََِت مَْيْأَ رَ وََ ََأي وب  ََياََ،ءَ يَْشَ ََلَِّكَ ََوق بْلَ .ََرؤوفَ وَ ََد 

مَ ق بَ َََولاََضَِبالرَََْولاََماءَِبالسَ ََلاََلِفوات حَََْلاََتي،وَ إِخَْ مَََمَْكَ كلامَ ََك نَْي لََََِنَْكَِل وََ .ََرآخَ ََس  مَََْن ع  ََفيََت ق عواََئ لاَّلَََِلاَ،ََلاو َََن ع 
؛ََ؟قَّاتَ شَ مَ ََفيََدَ حَ أ َََمَْفيكَ ََلَْهَ .ََنونةيَْالدَ  لِّ َمَ ََمَْفيكَ ََلَْهَ .ََتِّلرَ ي لَْفَ َََ؟رورَ سَ ََفيََأ وَََْفلي ص  َةَِنيسَ الكَ ََسوس َق َََدْعَ ي لَْفَ َََ؟ريض 
َخَ ت َََانَِالإيمََلاةَ ص َََفإنََّ.ََبَّالرََََّمَِباسَََْتَ يزََْ بَََِنوهَ هَ دَْويَ ََهَِيْلَ عََ ََل واص َيَ ولَْ َالمَ ََلِّص  هَ ي نَََْبَ والرََََّ،ريض  ََدَِق َََكانَ ََوإنَََْ.هِض 
معَْب َََرِفواتَ إعَْ.ََلهَ ََف رَ ت غَََْ،طاياخَ ََبَ كَ تَ ارَْ ك  مَْعَْب َََل واص َوَ ََلاَّتِ،بالزَ ََضَ عَْب لََََِض  ك  ََةَ ب لَِطََ ََإنََّ.ََرأ وابْتَ َََيَْكَ لَََِضَ عَْب َََجْلَِلَََِض 

،طَ المَ ََي نزِلَ ََلاََأ نَََْلَّىص َََدَْوقَ ََمِثل نا،ََالآلامَ ََقابِلَ ََسان اإنَََْإيليَّاَََكانَ .ََفِعلِهاََفيََكثير اََت دِرَ ت قَََْالبارَِّ ََعلىَََزِلَْنْيَ َََفل مَََْر 
َالرََْر ج تَِوأخََْماءَ السَ َط ر تَِفأمََْلَّىوص ََعادَ َثمََّ.َه رَ أ شََْتَّةَِسَِوَ َنينَ سََِلاثَِث ََةَ دََّمَ َضَِرَْالَ  َ،ة وََ الإخََْأي ها.َر هامَ ث ََض 
هَ رَ ف َََقَِّالحَ ََنَِعَ ََمَْكَ ن يَْبَ َََدَ حَ أ َََلََّض َََإنَْ دََََّالذيََأنََََّل مَْعَْي لَْفََ ََد ،حَ أ َََدَّ َخَ ََدَْق َََهِ،ريقَِطَ ََلالَِض َََنَْعَ ََئ اخاطَََِر  اََلَّص  َمِنَ ََنفْس 

َالخطاياَ. مًّاَمِنَ  َج  ت رَ  وَْتِ،َوس   المَ 



THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:1-8) 
At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over and came to His own city.  And behold, 
they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith He said 
to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”  And behold, some of the 
scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, 
said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?  But that you may know that the Son of man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—He then said to the paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed 
and go home.”  And he rose and went home.  When the crowds saw it, they marveled, and 
they glorified God, Who had given such authority to men. 
 

لَ  ريفَ َف ص  ارةَ َم نَ َش  يسَ َب ش  جيلي َ َم تىَالقد  ََ(8-1:9)َ.الطاهرَوالتلميذَ َالبشيرَ َالإن 
لَ ََالزمانِ،ََذلكَ ََفي خ  فين ةَ ََي سوعَ ََد  دين تِهَََِإلىََوجاءَ ََواجْتازَ ََالس  م  . لَّعَ ََف إذاََ ريرَ ََعلىََم لْقىَ ََبِم خ  إليهَََِدَّموهَ ق َََس  . ل مّاََ مْ،ََي سوعَ ََر أىََف  ََقالَ ََإيمان ه 

لَّعَِ طاياكََل كَ َم غْفور ةَ ََب ن يّ،ََياََثق:َ"لِلْم خ  خ  . فَ َهذا"ََأ نْف سِهِمَََْفيََالك ت ب ةَََِمِنَ ََق وْمَ ََف قالَ "ََ دِّ ي ج  . لِمَ "ََ ََت ف كِّرونَ ََلِماذا:َ"ف قالَ ََأ فْكار ه مْ،ََي سوعَ ََف ع 
رَِّ مْ؟ََفيََبالش  رَ ََماََق لوبِك  ،ََأ نَََْال يْس  ،َل كَ ََم غْفور ةَ ََي قال  طاياك  رَََِابْنَ ََأنََََّت عْل مواَلِك يَََْول كِنَََْف امْشِ؟ََق مَََْي قالَ َأ نَََْأ مَََْخ  لْطانَ ََل هَ ََالب ش  لىََس  ََع 

طاياََي غْفِرَ ََأ نَََْال رْضَِ لَّعَََِقالَ ََحين ئِذَ .ََالخ  رير كَ ََاحْمِلَََْق مَْ،"ََلِلْم خ  ب يْتِكَ ََإلىََواذْه بَََْس  . ىََف قامَ "ََ ب يْتِهَََِإلىَََوم ض  . ل مّاََ ب واََالج موع ،ََن ظ رَ ََف  ََت ع جَّ
دوا لْطاناَ َالناس ََأ عْطىََالذيَاللَ َوم جَّ ذاََس  ه  ك   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations for Heritage Booth at Festival 

During the past few Festivals, there were multiple inquiries about purchasing used Middle Eastern items/ 
souvenirs at the Heritage Booth.  We would like to gather unwanted items from our parish.  

If you have anything to donate, please contact Dn. Nicholas Adranly at 510-207-1796 for more information. 

 

Festival Dance Group for Kids 

We are trying to put together a small group to dance at our up coming festival. Children between the ages of 
5-10 (around that age) and willing to learn and be dedicated. Please contact Rania Kashou 415.722.0774. 
(Text is fine) or Irene Guajardo.  

Couple of rules:  

* You must come to church every Sunday starting August 3rd September 14th. 

* You must ready to stay at lease 30-45 minutes after church for practice.  

You must be available on both festival days (performance in the earlier part -time TBD) 

 

Krispy Kreme Fundraising Campaign 
Another exciting fundraiser! Campaign is good until December 31. 
How it works! 
1. Order place an order using the link or QR code. 
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens 
2. Support 50% of each Original Glazed Dozen you order is donated back to the organization. 
3. EnjoyVisit your local Krispy Kreme to pick up your Original Glazed Dozens! 
 

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign 

We have something new and exciting!! 
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards 

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens


through St. John link. 
 

How it works!  
1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:  
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1 
And/or ask:  Rania Kashou 
2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!  
  
Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesnt like to play??  
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!  
 

Upcoming Events 

August 6th Divine Liturgy of the feast of the Transfiguration at 6 pm. 

August 7th Paraklises for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

August 13th Paraklises for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

August 14th Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the feast the Dormition of the Theotokos at 6 pm. 

September 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

Coffee Hour 

July 20 Sponsor needed 

July 27 Zzane and Irene Guajardo  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum 
Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette Hilal and Aida 
Youakeem. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Adranly. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fred Addas. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Najat Nicola. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Hala Youakeem. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Souhad Halaka. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Messih. Many years! 
† Siham Mitry for the good health of Yacoub and 
Nazzar Samara, Jiries, Nakhleh, Fayez, Rizik, 
Khamis, Yousef, and Moufid, Elaine, Rita, and 
Jeanette. Many Years! 
†  Siham Mitry in memory of Leila Samara. 
Memory eternal! 
†   St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Rocky and Nada Dudum. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1


St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LET’S GET ROLLING & BAKING…in our new kitchen!! 

Saturday, 8/9 and 8/23 

            

    Saturday, August 9th at 9:30    Saturday, August 23rd at 9:30 

We need all hands on deck to help roll grape leaves and make spinach pies for the 

upcoming festival.  We'll have coffee and treats and always enjoy our time working 

together. Please let Rula A. know if you can help. It’s a blessing to work together.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Building Committee Update 

It's punch list time! Believe it or not, we are nearing the finish line. The Building Committee and the architect 

have met with the contractor to review a preliminary punch list of items that need to be completed prior to 

the building inspection for occupancy. These items include things like acoustic wall panels, signage, HVAC 

grills, fire extinguishers, etc.  

Additionally, outside the scope of the original contract with Petra, we have ordered the major kitchen 

equipment. Some equipment has been delivered, some is on order and custom countertops and 

workspaces are being fabricated.  

We are looking at majority completion in just a few weeks, and then working with city and county officials 

for inspections. The timing of inspections is out of our complete control, but we are hoping to complete 

these soon to acquire occupancy certificates.  

Of course there will still be some work to complete that has not yet been budgeted or contracted such as 

trellises and landscaping. 



 

 

 

Project Mexico 2025! 

Featuring Nick Farrah, Nadine Potts, Lilly Potts, and Herman (the owner of the new home) and his son. 

 



 

 



  

 

 

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 



 



 


