
Sunday, January 07, 2024 

Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John 

New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; Venerable Brannock of Braunton 

 

The Synaxis of the Holy and Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist 
John 

On January 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Synaxis 
(Gathering) of the holy and glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. On 
the same day is also commemorated the translation of his most precious and 
holy right hand unto the city of Constantinople. 
Because John’s main role in his life was played out on the day of Theophany 
(Epiphany), the Church from earliest times dedicated the “day after” to his 
memory.  Among the Gospel personalities who surround the Savior, John the 
Baptist occupies a totally unique place by his roles in baptizing the Messiah 
and in baptizing people for repentance.  John prepared himself in the 
wilderness of the desert for 30 years for his great service by a strict life, by 
fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people.  John was of such 
moral purity that, in truth, he could be called an angel (messenger) as Holy 
Scripture calls him rather than a mortal man.  He appeared on the banks of the 
Jordan, to prepare the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the 
world.  In church hymnology, the Baptist is called a “bright morning star,” whose 
gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming 

dawn of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ.  John differs 
from all other prophets especially in that he had that privilege of being able, with his hand, to show the 
world Him about Whom he prophesied.  As the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord—whom the Lord 
called the greatest of the prophets—John concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era 
of the New Testament.  He bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh.  John 
was accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany 
of the Most Holy Trinity at the Savior’s Baptism. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. 

O God, hear my prayer. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (19:1-8) 

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus. 
There he found some disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
And they said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the One Who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” On hearing 
this, they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve of them 
in all. And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the 
Kingdom of God. 
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لرسالة ا  
 .يفرَحُ الصِديّقُ بالربّ. إستمَِعْ يا اللهُ لِصوْتي
 .فصْلٌ مِنْ أعمالِ الرُسُلِ القدّيسين الأطهار

، أَنَّ بُولُسَ اجْتَازَ فِي النَّوَاحِي الْعَالِيَةِ وجَاءَ إِلَى أَفَسُسَ، فوَجَدَ بَعْضًا مَنَ  في تِلْكَ الأيّامِ حَدَث إذْ كَانَ أَبُلُّوسُ فِي كُورِنْثُوسَ   
وحَ الْقُدُسَ لَمَّا آمَنْتُمْ؟« قَالُوا لَهُ: »لَا، حتى إنَّنَا لَمْ نَسْمَعْ  وحِ الْقُدُسِ«.  التَلَامِيذِ فقَالَ لَهُمْ: »هَلْ نِلْتُمُ الرُّ قَالَ: »فبِأيَّةِ   بِوُجُودِ الرُّ

دَ بِمَعْمُودِيَّ  عْبِ أَنْ يُؤْمِنُوا بِالَّذِي  مَعْموديَّةٍ اعْتَمَدْتُمْ؟« فَقَالُوا: »بِمَعْمُودِيَّةِ يُوحَنَّا«. فَقَالَ بُولُسُ: »إِنَّ يُوحَنَّا عَمَّ ةِ التَّوْبَةِ قَائِلًا لِلشَّ
وحُ الْقُدُسُ عَلَيْهِمْ،  يَأْتِي بَعْدَهُ أَيْ بِالْمَسِيحِ يَسُوعَ«. فَلَمَّ  ا سَمِعُوا اعْتَمَدُوا بِاسْمِ الرَّبِّ يَسُوعَ، ووَضَعَ بُولُسُ يَدَيْهِ عَلَيْهِمْ فَحَلَّ الرُّ

الْمَجْ  دَخَلَ  ثُمَّ  رَجُلًا.  عَشَرَ  اثْنَيْ  نَحْوَ  كُلُّهُمْ  وَكَانَوا  وَيَتَنَبَّأُونَ.  بِلُغَاتٍ  يَتَكَلَّمُونَ  أَشْهُرٍ مَعَ،  فَطَفِقُوا  ثَلَاثَةِ  ةَ  مُدَّ يُجَاهِرُ  وَكَانَ 
 يُفَاوِضُهُمْ ويُقْنِعُهُم بِمَا يَخْتَصُّ بِمَلَكُوتِ الله.

 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (1:29-34) 

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away 
the sin of the world! This is He of Whom I said, ‘After me comes a man Who ranks before me, for He was 
before me.’ I myself did not know Him; but for this I came baptizing with water, that He might be revealed 
to Israel.” And John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on 
Him. I myself did not know Him; but He Who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on Whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He Who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

 

 الإنجيل 
يِسِ يُوحَنَّا الِإنْجِيِلِي البَشِير  .فَصْلٌ شَرِيفٌ مِنْ بِشَارَةِ القِدِّ

حَمَلُ اِلله الَّذِي يَرْفَعُ خَطِيَّةَ الْعَالَمِ! هذَا هُوَ الَّذِي قُلْتُ عَنْهُ: إنَّهُ  فِي ذَلِكَ الزَمَان رَأَى يُوحَنَّا يَسُوعَ مُقْبِلًا إِلَيْهِ، فَقَالَ: »هُوَذَا  
مِي. وَأَنَا لَمْ أَكُنْ أعَْرِفُهُ. لكِنْ لِكَيْ يُظْهَرَ  دُ بِ   يَأْتِي بَعْدِي رَجُلٌ قَدْ صَارَ قَبْلِي، لَأنَّهُ كَانَ مُتَقَدِّ الْمَاءِ«.  لِإسْرَائِيلَ، جِئْتُ أنَا أعَُمِّ
مَاءِ واسْتَقَرَّ عَلَيْهِ. وَأَ  وحَ مِثْلَ حَمَامَةٍ قَدْ نَزَلَ مِنَ السَّ نَا لَمْ أَكُنْ أعَْرِفُهُ، لكِنَّ الَّذِي أَرْسَلَنِي  وَشَهِدَ يُوحَنَّا قَائلًا: »إِنِّي رَأَيْتُ الرُّ

و  دَ بِالْمَاءِ، هُوَ قَالَ لِي: إنَّ الَّذِي تَرَى الرُّ وحِ الْقُدُسِ. وَأَنَا قَدْ عانَيْتُ وَشَهِدْتُ لُأعَمِّ دُ بِالرُّ حَ يَنْزِلُ وَيَسْتَقِرُّ عَلَيْهِ، هُوَ الَّذِي يُعَمِّ
 أَنَّ هذَا هُوَ ابْنُ اِلله«. 

Love Your Neighbor 
January – St John’s Community Fund/Special offering 
The St John’s Community fund is a special fund that will allow our priest to help, anonymously, anyone in our parish 
throughout the year that may need temporary financial help. 
 
Update from the Building Committee: 
We want to thank everyone for their generous donations to the building fund this past year, and of course look 
forward to continued support in 2024!  
Q: If we have already donated or pledged, can we still dedicate our commitments to something specific on the 
donation list? 
A: Yes, all donations and pledges, new and continuing can be applied to specific items on the attached donation 
list. And again, please let the church office know if we can include your names on future donation list updates.  

 
Upcoming Events 
Every Sunday at 7pm  St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting. No meeting until Sunday, January 14th.  

Coffee Hours 

January 7th  Luncheon provided by Sonia Rihani, Samia Abu Daoud and Fadwa Samara. 

January 14th  
Jill Norgaard, Jordis Fasheh, Margaret Mas and Rula Adranly in memory of 
Dwight Underhill. May his memory be eternal! 

 
Memorial Services 
Sunday, January 14th: One year memorial for the servant of God Dwight Underhill. May his memory be eternal! 
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Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick 

Nicola, George Messih and Aida Youakeem. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick 
Nicola. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Haseeb Keileh. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Ghassan and Vivian Sruji. Many years! 

† Leila Adranly and family in memory of Eva Al 
Amash. May her memory be eternal! 

† The Dudum, Dietzmann, and Morgan Families for 
the beloved memory of Jimi and Rose Romley, 
Sig Dietzmann, Ray, Gloria and Brad Zachariah. 
May their memories be eternal! 

† Jim and Denise Dudum for the birth of McCovey 
James, son of JD and Jessie Dudum and for the 
good health of the entire Dudum family. Many 
years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fairouz Freij. Many years! 

† Ghounwa and Salem Sadikni and family in memory 
of Norma Slibi. May her memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Conner Ganjavi. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada Fasheh 
for one full year. 
May her memory 
be eternal! 

 

 
 
† The poinsettia plants at church were donated 
by Georgianna and Ray Rishwain, Nick and Najat 
Nicola and Ron and Nancy Nicola in memory of 
their parents.  God Rest their Souls. 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton 
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason 
Kawar, Jonathan Juha and Maron Juha 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


