
Sunday, January 28, 2024 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 1; Thirty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

& Fourteenth Sunday of Luke 

Our Righteous Father Ephraim the Syrian 

Venerable Palladios of Antioch; Venerable Theodosios of Totma 

 

Righteous Father Ephrem the Syrian 
On January 28 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our 
righteous Father Ephraim the Syrian. 
Ephraim was born in Syria of poor parents in about 306. He spent 
his youth rather tempestuously, but suddenly a change took place 
in his soul, and he began to burn with love for the Lord Jesus. 
Ephraim was a disciple of St. James, bishop of Nisibis. Due to the 
great grace of God, wisdom flowed from Ephraim’s tongue like a 
stream of honey, and ceaseless tears flowed from his eyes. 
Industrious as a bee, Ephraim continually wrote books, orally 
taught the monks in the monastery and the people of Edessa, and 
dedicated himself to prayer and contemplation. Numerous are his 
books and beautiful are his prayers, the most famous of which is 
his prayer recited during Great Lent: “O Lord and Master of my life, 

take from me the spirit of sloth, meddling, lust of power, and idle talk. But give rather the spirit of 
chastity, humility, patience and love to me, Thy servant. Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see 
my own sins and not to judge my brother; for Thou art blessed unto ages of ages. Amen.” When 
the people wanted to appoint him a bishop by force, he pretended to be insane, racing through 
the city, dragging his garment behind him. Seeing this, the people left him in peace. Ephraim was 
a contemporary and friend of St. Basil the Great. Ephraim is considered the apostle of repentance. 
Even today, his works soften many hearts hardened by sin, returning them to Christ. Ephraim 
reposed in 378.  
 

THE EPISTLE 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (1:15-17) 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of sinners; but I received mercy for this reason, 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience for an example to 

those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. To the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory to the ages of ages. Amen. 
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لرسالة ا  
 لِتكَُن يا ربُّ رَحْمَتكَُ علََيْنا. 

بّ   إبْتهَِجوا أيُّها الصِديّقونَ بالرَّ

 .فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِســـالَةِ القِدّيسِ بُولُسَ الرَسولِ الأولى إلى تيموثــاوس
الَمِ لِيُخَلِ صَ  يَا وَلَدي تِيمُوثَاوُس، صَادِقَةٌ هِيَ الْكَلِمَةُ وَمُسْتَحِقَّةٌ كُلَّ قُبُولٍ: أَنَّ الْمَسِيحَ يَسُوعَ جَاءَ إِلَى الْعَ 

لُهُمْ أَنَا. لَكِنَّنِي لِهَذَا رُحِمْتُ: لِيُظْهِرَ يَسُوعُ الْمَسِيحُ فِيَّ أَنَا أَ  وَّلًا كُلَّ أَنَاةٍ، مِثَالًا لِلْعَتِيدِينَ  الْخُطَاةَ الَّذِينَ أَوَّ
هُورِ الَّذِي لَا يَفْنَى وَلَا يُرَى، الِإلَهُ الْحَكِيمُ وَحْ  دَهُ، لَهُ الْكَرَامَةُ وَالْمَجْدُ  أَنْ يُؤْمِنُوا بِهِ لِلْحَيَاةِ الأبََدِيَّةِ. وَمَلِكُ الدُّ

هُورِ. آمِينَ.  إِلَى دَهْرِ الدُّ
 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:35-43) 

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be 
brought to Him; and when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your 
sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed 
Him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
 

 الإنجيل 
 .فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ لوقا الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِر

في ذلِكَ الزَمانِ، فيما يَسوعُ بالقُرْبِ مِنْ أَرِيحَا، كَانَ أعَْمَى جَالِساً علَى الطَّرِيقِ يَسْتَعْطِي. فَلَمَّا سَمِعَ 
يَا يَسُوعُ  لًا: " الْجَمْعَ مُجْتَازاً، سَأَلَ مَا عَسَى أَنْ يَكُونَ هَذَا، فَأَخْبَرُوهُ أَنَّ يَسُوعَ النَّاصِرِيَّ مُجْتَازٌ. فَصَرَخَ قَائِ 

دَا  ابْنَ  "يَا  كَثِيراً:  أَكْثَرَ  فَصَرَخَ  هُوَ  أَمَّا  لِيَسْكُتَ،  مُونَ  الْمُتَقَدِ  فَانْتَهَرَهُ  ارْحَمْنِي!"  دَاوُدَ،  ارْحَمْنِي!" بْنَ  وُدَ، 
مَ إِلَيْهِ. وَلَمَّا اقْتَرَبَ سَأَلَهُ قَائِلًا: "مَاذَا تُرِ  يدُ أَنْ أَفْعَلَ بِكَ؟" فَقَالَ: "يَا سَيِ دُ، أَنْ  فَوَقَفَ يَسُوعُ وَأَمَرَ أَنْ يُقَدَّ

دُ اللَ  . وَجَمِيعُ  أُبْصِرَ." فَقَالَ لَهُ يَسُوعُ: "أَبْصِرْ؛ إِيمَانُكَ قَدْ شَفَاكَ." وَفِي الْحَالِ أَبْصَرَ ، وَتَبِعَهُ وَهُوَ يُمَجِ 
عْبِ إِذْ رَأَوْا سَبَّحُوا اَلل.  الشَّ

 
Love Your Neighbor 
January – St John’s Community Fund/Special offering 
The St John’s Community fund is a special fund that will allow our priest to help, anonymously, anyone in 
our parish throughout the year that may need temporary financial help. 
 



 
House Blessing 
Fr. Nicholas will be visiting parishioners for house blessings. You will receive a call from Fr. Nicholas or 
Evan to schedule. You may also call Fr. To schedule. God bless you all! 
 
 
Building Committee Update: 
The building is taking shape nicely. It is water tight for the winter rains, and the final stage of the roofing 
is nearing completion. Tiles for the exterior walls are on order and should be in soon, hopefully installed 
before too long. 
Please come to church for the parish meeting the first week in February for a full update on the 
construction and the fundraising. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
Every Sunday at 7pm  St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting.  

January 28th  Ladies meeting after the Divine Liturgy. 

February 1st  
At 6 pm evening Divine Liturgy to celebrate the feast of the 

Entrance of The Lord to the Temple. 

February 4th 
The General Parish Meeting. We will review reports and elect 

new members of the Parish Council. 

 

Coffee Hours 

January 28th  

In loving memory of the 13th memorial anniversary of Khalil 

Ibrahim Munayer. Passed away on January 14, 2021. 

 

Acknowledging the birthdays of Khalil Munayer on January 19th 

and Mariam Munayer’s ( memory eternal) on January 25th. She 

would’ve turned 68. 

 

Coffee hour is sponsored by their children, Amal, Ibrahim, 

Joseph & Stephani Munayer” 

February 4th  Sponsor needed 

February 11th  Rula Adranly 

February 18th  
Evelyn Salem and Eddie Salem and family in memory of Sister 

Albertina Qubeen. 

 

 

Memorial Services 

Sunday January 28th. 40 days memorial service for the handmaiden of God Hayat Khoury 

Abboud and Shafiqua Atallah Khoury. May their  memory be eternal! 

Sunday, February 18th. For the handmaiden of God Sister Albertina Qubeen, offered by Evelyn 

Salem and Eddie Salem and family. May her memory be eternal! 
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501 Moraga Way 
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Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick 

Nicola, George Messih and Aida Youakeem. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick 
Nicola. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Haseeb Keileh. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Ghassan and Vivian Sruji. Many years! 

† Ghounwa and Salem Sadikni and family in memory 
of Norma Slibi. May her memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Conner Ganjavi. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 

† Karen Mahshi in memory of Jack Mahshi (8 years). 
May his memory be eternal 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada Fasheh 
for one full year. 
May her memory 
be eternal! 

 

 
 
† The poinsettia plants at church were donated 
by Georgianna and Ray Rishwain, Nick and Najat 
Nicola and Ron and Nancy Nicola in memory of 
their parents.  God Rest their Souls. 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton 
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason 
Kawar, Jonathan Juha and Maron Juha 



 



 


