
 

January 12, 2025 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 7 

Sunday after the Theophany of Christ 

Martyr Tatiana of Rome and those with her; Martyr Peter Absalom of Palestine  
 

 

Holy Martyr Tatiana 
On January 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to 
celebrate the Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and we commemorate the holy Martyr Tatiana of Rome, the 
Deaconess, and those with her. 
Tatiana lived during the reign of Emperor Alexander Severus, 
whose chief assistants persecuted Christians without the 
emperor’s orders. When they brought out the virgin Tatiana for 
torture, she prayed to God for her torturers. And behold, their 
eyes were opened and they saw four angels around the martyr. 
Seeing this, eight of them believed in Christ for which they also 
were tortured and slain. The tormentors continued to disfigure 

Tatiana, but God sent His angels to the dungeon to encourage her and to heal her wounds. 
Each morning, Tatiana appeared before the torturers completely healed. Finally, Tatiana 
and her father were both beheaded in about the year 225. Thus, this heroic woman and 
those with her were crowned with immortal wreaths of glory. 
 
 

THE EPISTLE 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (4:7-13) 

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
Therefore, it is said, “When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave 
gifts to men.”  (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is He who also ascended 
far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)  And His gifts were that some should 
be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ . 
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 الرسالة 
ْ.عَلَي ناْرَح متَكَُْْرَبْ ْياْلِتكَُنْ 

دِّيقونَْْأَي هاْاب تهَِجوا  .بالرَّبِّْْالصِِّ
سول   بولُس   القديس   رسالة   من فصل    ( 13-7:4. )أف سُس  أ هْل   إلى الر 

وَةُ،ْْيا طِيَتِْْْمِنَّاْْواحِدْ ْْلِكُلِِّْْْإخ  مَةُْْْأعُ  دارِْْْعلىْْالنِّع  هَبَةِْْْمِق  ْْالعُلَىْْْإلىْْصَعِدَْْْلَمَّا"ْْْيَقولُْْْفَلِذلِكَْْْ.المسيحِْْْمَو 
طَىْْسَب ياْ ْْسَبَى نُهُْ"ْْ.عَطاياْْالناسَْْْوأع  ْْالذيْْْفَذاكَْْْالأرضِ؟ْْْأسافِلِْْْإلىْْأوَّلْ ْْنَزَلَْْْأنَّهُْْْإلِّْْهُوَْْْهَلْ ْْصَعِدَ،ْْفَكَو 
ماواتِْْْفوقَْْْأي ضاْ ْْصَعِدَْْْالذيْْْهُوَْْْنَزَلَ، لََْْْكُلِِّهاْْالسَّ ضُْْْيَكونَْْْأَنْ ْْأعَ طىْْقَدْ ْْوهُوَْْْ.شيءْ ْْكُلَّْْْلِيَم  ْْرُسُلا ،ْْالبَع 

ضُْ ضُْْْأَن بِياءَْ،ْْوالبَع  رينَْ،ْْوالبَع  ضُْْْمُبَشِّ لِْْْومُعَلِِّمينَ،ْْرُعاة ْ،ْْوالبَع  يسينَ،ْْتَك ميلِْْْلِأَج  مَةِْ،ْْولِعَمَلِْْْالقِدِّ ْْالخِد 
دَةِْْْإلىْْجَميعُناْْنَن تَهِيَْْْأَنْ ْْإلىْْالمَسيحِْْْجَسَدِْْْوبُن يانِْ رِفَةِْْْالإيمانِْْْوِح  ،ْْإن سانْ ْْإلىْْاِلله،ْْابنِْْْومَع  ْإلىْْْكامِل 
ءِْْقامَةِْْمقدارِْ  .المسيحْمِل 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (4:12-17) 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving 
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so that 
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, 
toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time 
Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand ”. 
 

  الإنجيل 
 ( 17-12:4شريفٌ مِنْ بشِارَةِ القِدّيسِ مَتىّ الإنْجيلِيِّ البشَيرِ والتلِْميذِ الطاهِر. )فصلٌ 

لِمَ،ْْقَدْ ْْيوحَنَّاْْأنَّْْْيسوعُْْْسَمِعَْْْلَمَّاْْالزمانِ،ْْذلكَْْْفي ْْفَسَكَنَْْْوجاءَْْْالناصِرَةَ،ْْوتَرَكَْْْ.الجليلِْْْإلىْْان صَرَفَْْْأُس 
رَناحومَْْْفي رِْْْشاطِئِْْْعلىْْالتيْْكف  تاليمَْْْزَبولونَْْْتُخومِْْْفيْْْالبَح  عِياءَْْْقيلَْْْماْْلِيَتِمَّْْْ.ونَف  :ْْالقائلِْْْالنَّبِيِِّْْْبأَش 

ضُْ ضُْْْزُبُولونَْْْأَر  تاليمَ،ْْوأَر  رِ،ْْطَريقُْْْنَف  ْ،ْْعَب رَْْْالبَح  ع بُْْْ.الأمَُمِْْْجَليلُْْْالُأردُنِّ ْأَب صَرَْْْالظ ل مَةِْْْفيْْالجالِسُْْْالشَّ
عَةِْْْفيْْوالجالِسُونَْْْعَظيما ،ْْنوراْ  تِْْْبُق  رَقَْْْوظِلالِهِْْْالمَو  رِزُْْْيَسوعُْْْاب تَدَأَْْْومُن ذُئِذْ ْْ.نُورْ ْْعَلَي هِمْ ْْأَش  :ْويقولُْْْيَك 

ماواتْمَلَكوتُْْاق تَرَبَْْفَقَدِْْتوبُوا،  .السَّ
Love Your Neighbor 
January – St John’s Community Fund/Special offering 
The St John’s Community fund is a special fund that will allow our priest to help, anonymously, anyone in 
our parish throughout the year that may need temporary financial help. 
 

St. Anastasia Fellowship Presentation 

Thursday, January 16, 7:00 pm at Holy Trinity, Father Nikolas Delaveris will present his St. Anastasia 
model of Orthodox recovery. This uniquely Orthodox approach to addressing addiction has been 
successfully implemented on the East Coast. Anyone who struggles with addiction, supports persons with 
addiction, has been in a recovery program, or who simply wants to learn more about this subject is invited 
and encouraged to attend. The meeting will take place in the lower level of the church. Obviously, the 
hope is that this meeting might generate interest in establishing similar groups in the Bay Area. 
 

House Blessing 
Fr. Nicholas will be visiting parishioners for house blessings. Please contact Fr. Nicholas (415-317-2072) 
to schedule your house blessing. Also, Fr. Nicholas might call, text or email you if he is going to a certain 
area near you. God bless you all! 
 
Open House 
Afaf Wahbeh will have an open house for those who wish to visit her for condolences on the passing into 
eternal life of her brother Hasseb Kaileh. May his memory be eternal! 
 
 



Upcoming Events 

Every Sunday at 7pm   St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting.  

January 19th  
Memorial service (40 days) by Suzanne Gebara for her mother Afaf Gebara. 
May her memory be eternal! 

February 2nd 
General parish meeting. One year memorial service by Nadia Zeidan and family 
for Hayat Abboud (Nadia’s mother) and Shafika Khoury (Nadia’s aunt). May 
their memories be eternal! 

February 9th  
Memorial Service (10 year) by Laila Adranly and family in memory of Naim 
Adranly. May his memory be eternal! 

 
 
Coffee Hours 

January 12th  
Munayer family in memory of Khalil Ibrahim Munayer, husband of Mariam 
Munayer, Father of Amal, Ibrahim and Joseph (Stephani) Munayer. May his 
memory be eternal!  

January 19th  
Suzanne Gebara in memory of her mother Afaf Gebara. May her memory be 
eternal!  

January 26th  Sponsor Needed 

Frebruary 2nd  Sponsor Needed 

February 9th  
By Laila Adranly and family in memory of Naim Adranly. May his memory be 
eternal! 

March 2nd  In memory of Sal Freij (20 yr.) May his memory be eternal! 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, George Messih,  Henriette Hilal,  
George Wahbeh and Aida Youakeem. Many 
years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Sam Nassab. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Haseeb 
Kaileh. May his memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fairouz Freij. Many years! 
† Rocky and Nada Dudum for the good health of 
Sandy Dudum Bennett. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Rose Freij. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
baby Isaiah Karanikola. Many years! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal! 

 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton 
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 



Building Committee Update: 

We are expecting the funds from the bank loan to be 

deposited in our building fund this week and we can 

commence the new year with gusto to complete our 

fellowship hall. First items we are looking to complete, once 

we have collected and reviewed all bids, are the kitchen and 

bathroom floors, walls, fixtures, equipment, and final 

electrical and mechanical installation.  

As previously discussed, we are reviewing all remaining 

aspects of the hall to ensure we first complete those absolutely 

necessary for the certificate of occupancy from the county. 

Any remaining items can be completed after we have access 

to use of the hall. Of course, with continued support and value 

engineering, we would like to complete everything according 

to design right away.  And yes, the rails will be primed and 

painted once all hand and guardrails are completely installed. 

Thank you for your continued support of this important 

project, and as always, please feel free to ask any questions 

you may have and any member of the building committee will 

be happy to address them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Orthodox Church 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563     

You could use this QR code for your donation 

 

 



 

 


