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On January 4 in the Holy Orthodox Church, 

we prepare to celebrate the Theophany 

(Epiphany) of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we 

celebrate the Synaxis of the holy Seventy 

Apostles. 

In addition to the twelve Great Apostles, the 
Lord chose seventy other, lesser apostles 
and sent them to preach to the Jews. He 
sent them out two by two before His face, to 
each town and place, saying: “Behold, I 
send you as sheep among wolves” (Luke 
10:1-5). But as Judas, one of the Twelve, fell 
away from the Lord, so some among these 

Seventy withdrew from Him, not with the intention of betraying Him 
but from human weakness and lack of faith (John 6:66). The apostles 
elected new ones to take the fallen apostles’ places. These Seventy 
labored in the same way as the twelve Great Apostles; they were the 
assistants of the Twelve in the spreading and strengthening of the 
Church of God in the world. They suffered much torture and malice, 
from men and from demons, but their firm faith and burning love for 
the risen Lord made them conquerors of the world and heirs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. On this day, we also commemorate Venerable 
Theoktistos of Sicily. 

http://www.stjohnorinda.org/


THE EPISTLE 
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

 Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord, my God. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of 

St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:5-8) 

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; 
the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, and I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that 
Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

 

 

 ك. ميراثَ  وبارِك  بكََ ع  بُّ شَ رَ  يا خلِّص   عَجيبٌ هوَُ اللهُ في قِدّيسيه.
 خُ إلهي. رُ ص  كَ يا ربُّ أَ ي  إلَ 

َبولَ د َ ة َالقَ سالَ رَ َنَ لٌَمَ ص َفَ  َالرَ يس  َ(8-5:4)َ.لىَتيموثاوسة َإيَ الثانَ َسولَ س 
رِ ل  عَمَلَ المُ مَ واع    ،قَّاتِ شَ لِ المَ مِ تَ ءٍ واح  ي  لِّ شَ قَّظ  في كُ يَ تَ   ،دي تيموثاوسَ لَ يا وَ  أمَّا أنا   .مَتَكَ د  فِ خِ و  أَ وَ   ،بشِّ

كيبُ عَ   د  قَ فَ  تُ الجِهادَ الحَسَنَ جاهَ   وقد    .بَ رَ تَ دِ اق  لالي قَ حِ تُ ان  يَّ ووَق  لَ أُريقَ السَّ تُ شَ مَ ت  وأَ   ،د  وحَفِظ تُ    ،طيو  م 
لِ الذي يَج  ليلُ العَ فوظاً لي إك  ح  بقى مَ ما يَ وإنَّ   .الإيمانَ  لا    ،لُ انُ العادِ يَّ الدَ   ، مِ الربُّ و  كَ اليَ هِ في ذلِ زيني بِ د 

 جميعَ الذينَ يُحِبُّونَ ظُهورَه أيضاً.  ل  بَ  ،ط  قَ فَ  ايَ إيَّ 

 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (1:1-8) 

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall 
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; 
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, 
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes He 
Who is mightier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 



َ يس  َب شار ة َالق د  ريفٌَم ن  لٌَش  َالطاه رـمرقسَف ص  َوالتل ميذ  َالب شير  جيل ي    َ(8-1:1) الإن 
ئُ  يِّ جهِكَ يُهَ لاكي أمامَ وَ هاءَنذا مُرسِلٌ مَ ": ياءِ الأنبِ كتوبٌ في  مَ   وَ كما هُ  سوعَ المسيحِ ابنِ اللهِ ءُ إنجيلِ يَ د  بَ 

امَكَ  وا طَ أعِ  :ةِ يَّ رِّ في البَ  خٍ صارِ  تُ و  صَ  .طريقَكَ قُدَّ دُ في   ".ةً ويمَ بُلَهُ قَ لوا سُ عَ بِّ واج  ريقَ الرَّ دُّ كان يوحنا يُعمِّ
ويَكرِ  يّةِ  بمَ البَرِّ التَ يّ عمودِ زُ  لِ وبَ ةِ  الخَ غُ ةِ  يَ وكا  .طايافرانِ  إلي  خرُ نَ  بَ جُ  أهلِ  جميعُ  اليَ هِ  وأورشليمَ لدِ  هوديةِ 

هِ ي  وَ لِ وعلى حَق  بَرَ الإبِ بَسُ وَ ا يَل  نَّ وكانَ يوحَ   .م  طاياهُ خَ رفينَ بِ مُعتَ   ،في نَهرِ الأردنِّ   نهُ دونَ جميعُهُم مِ مِ تَ ع  فيَ 
وأنا   ،نّيوى مِ ق  أَ   وَ هُ   ن  دي مَ ع  إنَّهُ يأتي بَ   :لاً زُ قائِ رِ يَك    وكانَ   .رِّيًّالًا بَ سَ راداً وعَ لُ جَ ويأكُ   ،دٍ ل  جِ   ن  مِنطَقَةٌ مِ 

 .سدُ بالروحِ القُ  م  كُ فيُعَمِدُّ  وَ وأمَّا هُ  ،بالماءِ  مَّدتُكُم  أنا عَ  .رَ حِذائِهِ نيَ وأحُلَّ سَي  حَ ن  أَ  حقُّ أن  تَ لا أس  
Upcoming Events 

January 4th Sunday January 4th we will have the service of the blessing of water in 
anticipation of the feast of Epiphany.  

January 5th Monday at 6 pm Evening Divine Liturgy to celebrate the feast of Epiphany. 
( الظهور الالهي )الغطاس عيد  .  

February 7th Crab Feed: This year we are proud to have our 44th Annual Crab Feed at our 
NEW St. John Hall. Saturday February 7th, 2026.  Please SAVE THE DATE, 
and let us celebrate together to make it as successful as possible! 

February 15th 1 year memorial on February 15th in memory of George Wahbeh. May his 
memory be eternal! 

 
Coffee Hour 

January 4th 
Samia and Elias Shaheen in memory of Samia’s father, Badi بديع Ibrahim, (5 
yrs). May his memory be eternal! 

January 11th Nicola family for 6 month memorial service for Najat Nicola 

January 18th Yowakeem and Kashou Family for six month memorial of Aida Yowakeem 

January 25th 
Jill Norgaard for 3 year memorial of Dwight Underhill. May his memory be 
eternal! 

 

Day Trip/Pilgrimage to Holy Assumption Monastery: Saturday, January 17th 

Holy Assumption Monastery in Calistoga, 1519 Washington St., Calistoga 

Approximate schedule 

11am: Arrive and explore the grounds (the monastery has birds, cats, ducks, a koi pond and a wonderful bookstore) 

12:15pm: 6th hour  

12:45pm: lunch 

1:30pm: children's activities  

3:30: Wrap-up & group photo  

4:00: Depart 

 

Additionally, there will be a vigil at 5pm and anyone is welcome to stay, but the nuns recognize that with smaller 
children, it's much easier for families to get home on the earlier side. The monastery will be providing lunch. 
Donations to the monastery are welcome. Dress is modest. Please RSVP here so the sisters can make plans for 
lunch and the craft. If you can include the names of family members attending, along with the children's ages and 
if there are any food allergies or dietary restrictions that would be helpful. Please RSVP ASAP by December 17th. 

 

I hope to see you there! Please let Irene know if you have any questions: Irene Guajardo: 925-413-
3242, iyrini.nino@gmail.com 

https://holyassumptionmonastery.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-m_1VCiizOYCc6X-EQVNQvcqkD0OGP-FNs9lCXVfYB4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:iyrini.nino@gmail.com


 

Dave & Buster’s Campaign 

Our Dave & Buster’s champaign got extended so we can maximize on our return. We are currently at $700.00 
How it works: 

1. Place an order using St. John link. 

2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 

3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing! 

 

Talent Night 

After the holidays I’d like to put together a talent night for anyone who would like to participate.  Pianists, 
instrumentalists, Singers, Dancers etc.  I’d like to get an idea if we have any interest in “Putting on a show” 
in our new hall!  Please call me and let me know what your talent is.  It’s important to share your talents 
in life, especially with our beloved St John family.  All ages welcome.  Lynn Farradj  925-323-5746 

 
 

 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab, 
Sue Gideon, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Hala 
(Sandra) Mitry. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nadia Frangieh Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Bradley Youakim. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of all 
musicians in our church.  Many years! 
† Rania Shuhaiber and family for the good health 

of Mikhail Shuhaiber. Many years!May their 
memory be eternal! 

† Siham Mitry and family in memory Donna 
Potter.  May her memory be eternal! 

 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
_______________________________________ 

Poinsettia plants to adorn the Royal Doors 
in Loving Memory of: Nick Sr. And Helen 
Nicola offered by Nick Jr., Ron Nicola and 
Georgianna Rishwain and families 

 



 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


