
Venerable Demetrios the Sacristan; New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On January 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 
our Father among the Saints Gregory the Theologian, 
Archbishop of Constantinople.  

He was born in Nazianzus and studied in Athens with Basil the 
Great and Julian the Apostate. Gregory correctly prophesied 
that Julian would become an apostate and a persecutor of the 
Church. When he completed his studies, Gregory was 
baptized. Basil consecrated him as bishop of Sasima, and 
Emperor Theodosius the Great summoned him to fill the 
vacant archepiscopal throne of Constantinople. Gregory wrote 
numerous works, of which his most famous are those 
concerning theology. Especially known because of its depth is 

his work Homilies on the Holy Trinity. Gregory wrote against the heretic Macedonius who 
erroneously taught that the Holy Spirit is a creation of God, and against Appolinarius who 
erroneously taught that Christ did not have a human soul but that His divinity was in lieu 
of His soul. Gregory died in 390 at age 80. On this day, we also commemorate Venerable 
Demetrios the Sacristan; and New-martyr Auxentios of Constantinople. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE EPISTLE 

My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 
Hear this, all ye people. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2) 

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless, 
unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like 
those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the 
people; He did this once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints 
men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect forever. Now the point in what we 
are saying is this: we have such a High Priest, one Who is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set 
up not by man but by the Lord. For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 
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 فَمي يتَكََلَّمُ بالحِكْمةَِ وقَلبي يهَذُُّ بالفَهْم. 
 إسمعَوا هذا يا شُعوب. 

 ( 2: 8-26: 7) .فَصلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَسولِ إلى العِبْرانيين

وسٌ بِلَا شَرّ وَلَا دَنَسٍ، قَدِ انْفَصَلَ عَنِ الْخُطَاةِ وَصَارَ أَ يا إخْوة،  عْلَى مِنَ  كَانَ يَلِيقُ بِنَا رَئِيسُ كَهَنَةٍ مِثْلُ هذَا، قُدُّ
مَاوَاتِ  مَ ذَبَائِحَ أَوَّلًا عَنْ خَطَايَا نَفْ  السَّ سِهِ ثمَُّ عَنْ خَطَايَا  الَّذِي لَيْسَ لَهُ اضْطِرَارٌ كُلَّ يَوْمٍ مِثْلَ رُؤَسَاءِ الْكَهَنَةِ أَنْ يُقَدِّ

مَ نَفْسَهُ.  عْبِ، لأنََّهُ فَعَلَ هذَا مَرَّةً وَاحِدَةً، إِذْ قَدَّ فَإِنَّ النَّامُوسَ يُقِيمُ أُنَاسًا بِهِمْ ضَعْفٌ رُؤَسَاءَ كَهَنَةٍ. وَأَمَّا كَلِمَةُ    الشَّ
وَأَمَّا رَأْسُ الْكَلَامِ فَهُوَ: أَنَّ لَنَا رَئِيسَ كَهَنَةٍ مِثْلَ هذَا، قَدْ   الْقَسَمِ الَّتِي بَعْدَ النَّامُوسِ فَتُقِيمُ ابْنًا مُكَمَّلًا إِلَى الأبََدِ.

مَاوَاتِ خَادِماً لِلَأقْدَاسِ وَالْمَسْكَنِ الْحَقِيقِيِّ الَّذِي نَصَبَهُ ال رَّبُّ لَا إِنْسَانٌ.  جَلَسَ فِي يَمِينِ عَرْشِ الْعَظَمَةِ فِي السَّ
مُهُ. لَأنَّ كُلَّ رَئِيسِ كَهَنَ  مَ قَرَابِينَ وَذَبَائِحَ. فَمِنْ ثَمَّ يَلْزَمُ أَنْ يَكُونَ لِهذَا أَيْضًا شَيْءٌ يُقَدِّ  ةٍ يُقَامُ لِكَيْ يُقَدِّ

THE GOSPEL 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (19:1-10) 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see Who Jesus was, 
but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And 
when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste 
and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and came down, 
and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since 
he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 ( 10-1:19)  .فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ لوقا الإنجيليِّ البَشيرِ والتِّلْميذِ الطاهِر 
ارينَ، وكانَ غَنِيّاً  في ذلكَ الزمانِ، فيما يَسوعُ مُجْتازٌ في أريحا، إذا بِرَجُلٍ اسْمُهُ زَكَّا كانَ رَئيساً على العَشَّ

مَ مُسْرِ  عِدَ  عاً، وصَ وكانَ يَلْتَمِسُ أنْ يَرى يسوعَ منْ هُوَ، فَلَمْ يكُنْ يَسْتَطيعُ مِنَ الجَمْعِ لأنَّهُ كانَ قَصيرَ القامَة فَتَقَدَّ
آهُ، فَقالَ لهُ:  إلى جُمَّيزَةٍ لِيَنْظُرَهُ، لأنَّهُ كانَ مُزمِعاً أنْ يَجْتازَ بها. فلَمّا انْتَهى يسوعُ إلى المَوْضِعِ، رَفَعَ طَرْفَهُ فَرَ 

ْْ انْزِلْ، فاليَومَ يَنْبَغي لي أنْ أمْكُثَ في بَيْتِك. فَأَسْرَعَ ونَزَلَ وقَبِلَهُ فرِحاً  ا أَسْرِعِ فَلمَّا رأى الجَميعُ ذلِكَ    .يا زكَّ
، أعُْطي المَساكينَ  .تَذَمَّروا قائلينَ: إنَّهُ دَخَلَ لِيَحُلَّ عِنْدَ رَجُلٍ خاطِئٍ  ا وقالَ لِيَسوع: هاءَنَذا، يا ربُّ " فَوَقَفَ زكَّ

صَلَ الخَلاصُ  نِصْفَ أَمْوالي. وإنْ كُنْتُ قَدْ غَبَنْتُ أَحَداً في شَيْءٍ، أَرُدُّ أَرْبَعَةَ أَضْعافٍ فَقالَ لهُ يَسوعُ: اليَوْمَ قَدْ حَ 
 يم لأنَّ ابْنَ البَشَرِ إنَّما أَتى لِيَطْلُبَ ويُخَلِّصَ ما قَدْ هَلَك. لِهَذا البَيْتِ لأنَّهُ هُوَ أيْضاً ابْنُ إبْراه

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events 

February 2nd Monday February 2nd evening Divine Liturgy to celebrate the Feast of the 
Entrance of the Lord to the Temple 

  عيد دخول السيد الى الهيكل  !

February 7th Crab Feed: This year we are proud to have our 44th Annual Crab Feed at our 
NEW St. John Hall. Saturday February 7th, 2026.  Please SAVE THE DATE, 
and let us celebrate together to make it as successful as possible! 

February 15th 1 year memorial on February 15th in memory of George Wahbeh. May his 
memory be eternal! 

February 15th General parish meeting 

Coffee Hour 

January 25th 
Jill Norgaard for 3-year memorial of Dwight Underhill. May his memory be 
eternal! 

March 8th  
In memory of Mariam (3 years) and Khalil Ibrahim Munayer (15 years). May 
their memory be eternal! 

 

Parish Council Sign UpIf you are interested in running on the parish council, or know someone you 
would like to nominate, please reach out to Father Nicholas Borzghol or Ron Nicola. Your service is 
appreciated!   

 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Mark in your calendars: Saturday April 11th is our annual Easter Egg hunt event. After morning 
service.  More information to follow. 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
 
 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab, 
Sue Gideon, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Angel Husary Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nadia Frangieh Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Bradley Youakim. Many years! 

† 15-year memorial prayers are offered in memory 
of father, grandfather and father-in law, Khalil 
Ibrahim Munayer on behalf of Amal, Ibrahim, Joseph 
(Stephani) plus grandchildren, Charlie and Eden. May 
his memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of John 
Freij. Many years!  
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 



THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF  

 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX  

CHURCH 

 

 - 47TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED - 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2026 

COCKTAILS 6:00 PM 

DINNER 7:00 PM 

SCAN QR CODE TO ORDER TICKETS  
 

ST. JOHN ORTHODOX CHURCH HALL 

501 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA 

 

All ~ You ~ Can ~ Eat 

APPETIZERS, CHICKEN, PASTA, CRAB, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD AND 

DESSERT 

Featuring Great Raffle Prizes 
 

Adults: $80                   Children(Under 13): $25 
 

For information, tickets, or to volunteer please call: Parish Office (925) 258-4255, Deacon 

Nicholas (Najeeb) (510) 207-1796 

 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE A HUGE PART OF OUR SUCCESS! 

 

Crab Feed Placement Donation for 2026: Feature Business Card Size ads for $100, Medium Size $200, 
Large Size $300 & Premium for $450 

Please make your Checks payable to St. John Orthodox Church. Or contact Dn 
Nicholas 

 

 



Diocese of Los Angeles and 
the West 2026 Parish Life 

Conference 
 

Marriott Marquis San Diego 
Marina (July 1st - 5th) 

 
Host Parish: St. George 
Church (San Diego, CA) 

 

Happy New Year PLC Family! 

 

We are so excited to kick off our 2026 Parish Life Conference in beautiful San Diego, CA, 

during the 250th anniversary of our great Nation! Thanks to all the wonderful feedback 

you’ve shared over the years, the CPCC has heard you and has made some meaningful 

changes to make the PLC more affordable this year and for the years to come. Below are 

some of the major changes that will be implemented: 

  

• Due to the positive feedback from the 2025 PLC, one full day has been removed 

from the 2026 PLC and will remain that way for all future PLCs. This will create 

significant cost savings for our Clergy and their Parishes. 

• The standard public room rate at the Marriott Marquis during the 2026 PLC weekend 

is approximately $450 per night. Through CPCC negotiations and donor support, 

attendees will receive a $199 per night rate (plus taxes) during one of the most 

expensive weekends of the year. The CPCC is also working hard to secure room 

rates below $199 per night for the 2027 and 2028 PLCs. 

• Ticket prices on all events this year will be ~20% lower than 2025 prices 

  

We can’t wait to be together in July for a weekend full of events, fellowship, and meaningful 

time together! Thanks to the incredible room rate secured, the prime PLC location, and the 

holiday weekend, rooms are filling up earlier and at a higher rate than usual. We highly 

recommend booking your rooms early using the link below. 

Additionally, there is limited seating for our Saturday night event, offering a front-row 

view of the San Diego Marina and the famous San Diego 4th of July firework show. Be 

sure to register and purchase your tickets as soon as possible to secure your spot. 

 

On behalf of the CPCC, we wish you a very Happy New Year! May 2026 be filled with 

countless blessings for each of you. We look forward to seeing you in July! 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


