
Sunday, February 18, 2024 

Tone 4 / Eothinon 4; Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost & 

Seventeenth Sunday of Matthew 

Leo the Great, pope of Rome; 

Agapitos the Confessor, bishop of Synnada in Phrygia, and his companions 

  

Leo the Great, Pope of Rome 
On February 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our 
father among the saints, Leo the Great, pope of Rome. 
Leo was born in Italy in 400 of devout parents, becoming Pope of 
Rome in 440. When Attila, with his Huns, drew near to burn Rome, 
Leo came out before him in his episcopal vestments. Leo subdued the 
wrath of Attila and averted the destruction of Rome. Attila allowed 
himself to be counseled by this holy man, but was also frightened by 
a vision of the Apostles Peter and Paul, who stood alongside Leo and 
threatened him with flaming swords. Leo also saved Orthodoxy from 
the heresy of Eutyches and Dioscorus. They erroneously taught the 
merger of the divine and human natures of Christ into one and, 
consequently, the denial of the two wills in the person of the Son. 
Because of this, the Fourth Ecumenical Council was convened in 
Chalcedon in 451, at which time the tome of Leo the Great was read 
and the Council condemned this heresy. This saint peacefully reposed 
in the Lord in 461. 

 

THE EPISTLE 
O Lord, how magnified are Thy works. 

In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1) 

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them 
and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Therefore, come out from them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, 
“and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to 
you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,” says the Lord Almighty. Since 
we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God. 
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 الرسالة 
بّ. ها بحِِكْمَةٍ صَنعَتَْ. بارِكِي يا نفَْسي الرَّ ، كُلَّ  ما أعْظَمَ أعْمالَكَ ياربُّ
 فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَسولِ الثانية إلى أَهْلِ كورِنْثوس.

، كما قالَ اُلله، "إنّي سَأَسْكُنُ فيهِمْ، وأَسيرُ فيما بَيْنَهُمْ، وأَكونُ لَهُمْ  إلهاً وَهُمْ  يا إخْوَةُ، أنْتُمْ هَيْكَلُ اِلله الحَيِّ
وا نَجِساً، فأَقْبَلُكُمْ، وأكونُ لَكُمْ    ،يَكونونَ لي شَعْباً فَلِذلِكَ اخْرُجوا مِنْ بَيْنِهِمْ واعْتَزِلوا"  ، "ولا تَمَسُّ يَقولُ الرَّبُّ

رْ أَنْفُسَنا    .أباً، وتَكونونَ أَنْتُمْ لي بَنينَ وبَناتٍ،" يَقولُ الرَّبُّ القَديرُ  وإذْ لَنا هَذِهِ المواعِدُ، أيُّها الَأحِبَّاءُ، فَلْنُطَهِّ
لِ القَداسَةَ بِمَخافَةِ الله.  وحِ، ونُكَمِّ  مِنْ كُلِّ أَدْناسِ الجَسَدِ والرُّ

 
THE GOSPEL 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (15:21-28) 

At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is severely possessed by a demon.” But He did not answer her one word. And 
His disciples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.” 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and 
knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is 
your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 
 الإنجيل 

 (28-21: 15والتِّلْميذِ الطاهر. ) فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ مَتّى الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ 
وُمِ  في ذلكَ الزَّمانِ، خَرَجَ يَسُوعُ إلَى نَوَاحِي صُورَ وصَيْدا. وإذَا بإمْرَأةٍ كَنْعَانيَّةٍ قَدْ خَرَجَتْ مِنْ تِلْكَ التُّخُ 

بُهَا جداً  ! يَا ابنَ داوُد، فإنَّ إبْنَتِي بِهَا شَيْطَانٌ يُعذِّ " فَلَمْ يُجِبْهَا بِكَلِمَةٍ.  .وَصَرَخَتْ إِلَيْهِ قائِلَةً: "إرْحَمْنِي ياربُّ
لْ إلاَّ إِلَى الخِرَافِ فَدَنَا تَلامِيذُهُ وَسَأَلُوُهُ قائِلِين: "إصْرِفْهَا فَإنَّهَا تَصِيِحُ فِي إثْرِنَا". فَأجَابَ وَقَالَ لَهُمْ: "لَمْ أُرْسَ 

" فَأَجَابَ قائِلًا: "ليْسَ حَسَنًا أَنْ يُؤخَذَ  ." فأتَتْ وَسَجَدَتْ لَهُ قَائِلَةً: "أغَِثْنِي يَاربُّ .الضَالَّةِ مِنْ بَيْتِ إِسْرائيل
، فَإِنَّ الكِلَابَ أَيْضًا تأْكُلُ مِنَ الفُتَاتِ الَّذِي يَسْقُطُ مِنْ  .خُبْزُ البَنِينَ وَيُلقَى لِلْكِلَابِ  " فَقَالَتْ: "نَعَمْ يا رَبُّ

" فَشُفِيتِ  .لَهَا: "يا امْرَأةَُ، عَظِيمٌ إِيمَانُكِ، فَلْيَكُنْ لَكِ كَمَا أَرَدْتِ " حِينَئِذٍ أجَابَ يَسُوعُ وَقَالَ  .مَوَائِدِ أَرْبَابِهَا
اعةِ.  اْبَنُتُها مِنْ تِلْكَ السَّ

 
Love Your Neighbor 
February – IOCC Gaza relief 
IOCC, in the spirit of Christ’s love, offers emergency relief and development programs to those in need 
worldwide, without discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Church to so respond. 
We envision that, by God’s grace, IOCC will enable those suffering and in need to continue to improve 
their own lives and communities and to have means to live with dignity, respect, and hope. This month’s 
Love Your Neighbor collections will go towards their Gaza relief fund.  



 

House Blessing 

Fr. Nicholas will be visiting parishioners for house blessings. You will receive a call from 

Fr. Nicholas or Evan to schedule. You may also call Fr. To schedule. God bless you all! 

 

 

Building Committee Update: 

A full discussion of the hall building status was discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting on 

February 4th. For your information, the written report is included in this week’s bulletin. 

 

Parish Help Needed 

Fellow parishioners, the fundraising committee is seeking your help in finding funding for 

our community hall.  If you or anyone you know, has any experience with grants for 

charitable organizations, we would love to talk with you!  We would like to apply for some 

grants, but don't know where to begin.  This is an important step in fulfilling our financial 

goals for the hall.  If you have any information, please email David Hanna 

at davidnlisah@hotmail.com.  Thank you! 

 

Upcoming Events 
Every Sunday at 7pm   St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting.  

February 25th  Prison Ministry card writing workshop after Divine Liturgy 

 

Coffee Hours 

February 18th  
Evelyn Salem and Eddie Salem and family in memory of 

Sister Albertina Qubeen. 

February 25th  
Sonia Neshiwat in memory of her father Jeries Neshiwat (42 

years). 

March 3rd Denise Dudum 

March 10th  
Munayer family in memory of Mariam Munayer (one year). 

May her memory be eternal! 

March 17th  Sponsor Needed  

March 24th  
Mona Thayer in memory of Matilda & Nicola Messih. May 

their memory be eternal! 

 

Memorial Services 

Sunday, February 18th. For the handmaiden of God Sister Albertina Qubeen, offered by 

Evelyn Salem and Eddie Salem and family. May her memory be eternal! 

Sunday, February 25th. One year memorial for Mona Habayeb Khoury offered by Helen 

Ghantous and family! 

mailto:davidnlisah@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Orthodox Church 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563    
      You could use this QR code for your donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 

Nick Nicola, George Messih and Aida 
Youakeem. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Ghassan and Vivian Sruji. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 

† Nino family in memory of husband, father, 
father-in-law and grandfather Elias Nino (20 
yr.) May his memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Fairouz Freij and Issam Freij. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Marc Johnston and Monica Mikhail and their 
newly born Lucia. Many years! 

† Gina Jaber and family in memory of Charles 
Zayed. May his memory be eternal! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the 
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada Fasheh 
for one full 
year. May her 
memory be 
eternal! 

 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton 
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason 
Kawar, Jonathan Juha and Maron Juha 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 


