
Sunday, February 11, 2024 

Tone 3 / Eothinon 3; Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

& Sixteenth Sunday of Matthew 

Hieromartyr Blaise, bishop of Sebastia, and companions 

Theodora the empress; New-martyr George of Serbia 

  

Holy Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebastia 
On February 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy 
Hieromartyr Blaise, bishop of Sebastia, and his companions. 
Born in Cappadocia, Blaise (Vlassios) was meek and God-fearing from early 
childhood. During a period of violent persecution of Christians, Blaise 
encouraged his flock and visited the martyrs in prison, among them the 
famous Eustratius. Later in life, Blaise retired to the mountain of Argeos and 
lived there in a cave. Ferocious wild beasts, recognizing a holy man, came to 
him and he gently tamed them. Persecutors sent by the emperor Licinius 
found the saint in that hidden spot and took him for trial. On the way there, 
Blaise healed a boy who had a bone stuck in his throat and, at the petition of 
a poor widow, made the wolf that had taken her pig return it to her. The dark 
judges tortured him, flogging him terribly. By his steadfastness, Blaise brought 
many unbelievers to the Christian Faith. Seven women and two children were 
thrown into prison with him. Together, they suffered and were glorified on this 
day in 316. Blaise’s prayers are sought for the health and well-being of 
domestic animals and for protection from wild beasts. He is also invoked 
against ailing and sore throats. 

 
THE EPISTLE 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 

Clap your hands, all ye peoples. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:1-10) 

Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.  
For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of 
salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  We put no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God 
we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, 
forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute 
and good repute.  We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; 
as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
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 الرسالة 
ِّقوا بالأيادي.   رَت ِّلوا لإلهِّنا رَت ِّلوا. يا جميعَ الُأمَمِّ صَف 

سولِ الثَّانِيَةِ   .إلى أَهْلِ كورِنْثوس فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّ
 مَقْبُول سَمِعْتُكَ، وَفِي يَوْمِ خَلَاص  يا إخْوَةُ، فَإِذْ نَحْنُ عَامِلُونَ مَعَهُ نَطْلُبُ أَنْ لَا تَقْبَلُوا نِعْمَةَ اِلله بَاطِلًا. لَأنَّهُ يَقُولُ:"فِي وَقْت  

. وَلَسْنَا نَ  جْعَلُ عَثْرَةً فِي شَيْء  لِئَلاَّ تُلَامَ الْخِدْمَةُ. بَلْ فِي كُلِ  شَيْء   أعََنْتُكَ." هُوَذَا الآنَ وَقْتٌ مَقْبُولٌ. هُوَذَا الآنَ يَوْمُ خَلَاص 
، فِي سُ  ، فِي ضَرَبَات  ، فِي ضِيقَات  ، فِي شَدَائِدَ، فِي ضَرُورَات  امِ اِلله: فِي صَبْر  كَثِير  ،  نُظْهِرُ أَنْفُسَنَا كَخُدَّ ، فِي اضْطِرَابَات  جُون 

، فِي أَسْهَا ، فِ فِي أَتْعَاب  وحِ الْقُدُسِ، فِي مَحَبَّة  بِلَا رِيَاء  ، فِي الرُّ ، فِي أَصْوَام ، فِي طَهَارَة ، فِي عِلْم ، فِي أَنَاة ، فِي لُطْف  ي  ر 
، بِصِيت  رَدِيء  وَصِيت   ، فِي قُوَّةِ اِلله بِسِلَاحِ الْبِرِ  لِلْيَمِينِ وَلِلْيَسَارِ. بِمَجْد  وَهَوَان  . كَمُضِلِ ينَ وَنَحْنُ صَادِقُونَ،  حَ   كَلَامِ الْحَقِ  سَن 

بِينَ وَنَحْنُ غَيْرُ مَقْتُولِينَ، كَحَزَا  نَى وَنَحْنُ دَائِمًا فَرِحُونَ، كَفُقَرَاءَ  كَمَجْهُولِينَ وَنَحْنُ مَعْرُوفُونَ، كَمَائِتِينَ وَهَا نَحْنُ نَحْيَا، كَمُؤَدَّ
 لَنَا وَنَحْنُ نَمْلِكُ كُلَّ شَيْء.  وَنَحْنُ نُغْنِي كَثِيرِينَ، كَأَنْ لَا شَيْءَ 

 
THE GOSPEL 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (25:14-30 + Luke 8:8) 

The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He 
who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he 
who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground 
and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying: “Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” And 
he also who had the two talents came forward, saying: “Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 
two talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, 
I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, 
saying: “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master 
answered him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where 
I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should 
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash 
their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

 

 الإنجيل 
 .فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ مَتّى الإنْجيلِيِّ البَشيرِ والتلْميذِ الطاهِر

، وَآخَرَ وَزْنَتَيْنِ، وَآخَرَ وَزْنَةً، كُلَّ قالَ الرَّبُّ هذا المثَل: إِنْسَانٌ مُسَافِرٌ دَعَا عَبِيدَهُ   وَسَلَّمَهُمْ أَمْوَالَهُ، فَأَعْطَى وَاحِدًا خَمْسَ وَزَنَات 
وَهكَذَا الَّذِي    سَ وَزَنَات  أُخَرَ.وَاحِد  عَلَى قَدْرِ طَاقَتِهِ. وَسَافَرَ لِلْوَقْتِ. فَمَضَى الَّذِي أَخَذَ الْخَمْسَ وَزَنَات  وَتَاجَرَ بِهَا، فَرَبحَ خَمْ 

ةَ سَيِ دِهِ. وَبَعْدَ زَمَان   أَخَذَ الْوَزْنَتَيْنِ، رَبِحَ أَيْضًا وَزْنَتَيْنِ أُخْرَيَيْنِ. وَأَمَّا الَّذِي أَخَذَ الْوَزْنَةَ فَمَضَى وَحَفَرَ فِي الأَ  رْضِ وَأَخْفَى فِضَّ
مَ خَمْسَ وَزَنَات  أُخَرَ قَائِلًا: يَا سَيِ دُ، خَمْسَ وَزَنَات   طَوِيل أَتَى سَيِ دُ أُولئِكَ الْعَبِيدِ وَحَاسَبَهُمْ. فَجَ  اءَ الَّذِي أَخَذَ الْخَمْسَ وَزَنَات  وَقَدَّ

الْعَبْدُ الصَّ  أَيُّهَا  نِعِمَّا  لَهُ سَيِ دُهُ:  فَقَالَ  فَوْقَهَا.  رَبِحْتُهَا  أُخَرُ  الْقَلِيلِ  الِحُ وَالَأمِينُ سَلَّمْتَنِي. هُوَذَا خَمْسُ وَزَنَات   أَمِينًا فِي  ! كُنْتَ 
، وَزْنَتَيْنِ سَلَّمْتَنِي. هُوَذَا وَزْنَتَانِ أُخْرَيَانِ  فَأُقِيمُكَ عَلَى الْكَثِيرِ. اُدْخُلْ إِلَى فَرَحِ سَيِ دِكَ. ثُمَّ جَاءَ الَّذِي أَخَذَ الْوَزْنَتَيْنِ وَقَالَ: يَا سَيِ دُ 

الِحُ الَأمِينُ! كُنْتَ أَمِينًا فِي الْقَلِيلِ فَأُقِيمُكَ عَلَى الْكَثِيرِ. اُ رَبِحْتُهُمَا فَوْقَهُمَا. قَالَ لَهُ  دْخُلْ إِلَى فَرَحِ   سَيِ دُهُ: نِعِمَّا أَيُّهَا الْعَبْدُ الصَّ
، تَحْصُدُ حَيْثُ لَمْ تَزْرَعْ، وَتَجْمَعُ مِنْ  سَيِ دِكَ. ثُمَّ جَاءَ أَيْضًا الَّذِي أَخَذَ الْوَزْنَةَ الْوَاحِدَةَ وَقَالَ: يَا سَيِ دُ، عَرَفْتُ أَنَّكَ   إِنْسَانٌ قَاس 

وَقَ  سَيِ دُهُ  فَأَجَابَ  لَكَ.  الَّذِي  هُوَذَا  الَأرْضِ.  فِي  وَزْنَتَكَ  وَأَخْفَيْتُ  وَمَضَيْتُ  فَخِفْتُ  تَبْذُرْ.  لَمْ  يرُ  حَيْثُ  رِ  الشِ  الْعَبْدُ  أَيُّهَا  لَهُ:  الَ 
تِي عِنْدَ الصَّ وَالْكَسْلَانُ، عَرَفْتَ   يَارِفَةِ، فَعِنْدَ  أَنِ ي أَحْصُدُ حَيْثُ لَمْ أَزْرَعْ، وَأَجْمَعُ مِنْ حَيْثُ لَمْ أَبْذُرْ، فَكَانَ يَنْبَغِي أَنْ تَضَعَ فِضَّ

. لَأنَّ كُلَّ مَنْ لَهُ يُعْطَى فَيَزْدَادُ، وَمَنْ  مَجِيئِي كُنْتُ آخُذُ الَّذِي لِي مَعَ رِبًا. فَخُذُوا مِنْهُ الْوَزْنَةَ وَأعَْطُوهَا لِلَّذِي لَهُ الْعَشْرُ   وَزَنَات 
يَكُونُ الْبُكَاءُ وَصَرِيرُ الَأسْنَانِ. ولَمَّا قالَ   لَيْسَ لَهُ فَالَّذِي عِنْدَهُ يُؤْخَذُ مِنْهُ. وَالْعَبْدُ الْبَطَّالُ اطْرَحُوهُ إِلَى الظُّلْمَةِ الْخَارِجِيَّةِ، هُنَاكَ 

 له أذْنانِ للسَمْعِ فلْيَسْمَع.   هذا نادى من
 



 
Love Your Neighbor 
February – IOCC Gaza relief 
IOCC, in the spirit of Christ’s love, offers emergency relief and development programs to those in 
need worldwide, without discrimination, and strengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Church to 
so respond. We envision that, by God’s grace, IOCC will enable those suffering and in need to 
continue to improve their own lives and communities and to have means to live with dignity, 
respect, and hope. This month’s Love Your Neighbor collections will go towards their Gaza relief 
fund.  
 
House Blessing 
Fr. Nicholas will be visiting parishioners for house blessings. You will receive a call from Fr. 
Nicholas or Evan to schedule. You may also call Fr. To schedule. God bless you all! 
 
Parish Meeting 
Dear parishioners, 

Last Sunday we had the General Parish Meeting. We discussed the organizations’ reports. 
Approved the budget for 2024. We reviewed the progress of our Fellowship Hall building project. 
Also, we elected two new members for the parish council: David Kashou and Samir Youakim. In 
addition, Fr. Nicholas appointed one new member: Jordis Fasheh. Thank you to these 3 dedicated 
parishioners for their willingness to serve their parish in this capacity. 

God bless you all! 
 
Building Committee Update: 
A full discussion of the hall building status was discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting on 
February 4th. For your information, the written report is included in this week’s bulletin. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Every Sunday at 7pm   St. Anastasia Fellowship Meeting.  

February 25th  Prison Ministry card writing workshop after Divine Liturgy 

 

 

Coffee Hours 

February 11th  Rula Adranly 

February 18th  
Evelyn Salem and Eddie Salem and family in memory of Sister 
Albertina Qubeen. 

February 25 th  
Sonia Neshiwat in memory of her father Jeries Neshiwat (42 
years). 

March 3 rd Denise Dudum 

 
 
Memorial Services 

Sunday, February 18th. For the handmaiden of God Sister Albertina Qubeen, offered by Evelyn 
Salem and Eddie Salem and family. May her memory be eternal! 
 



 

 

 

 

St. John Orthodox Church 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563    
      You could use this QR code for your donation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 

Nick Nicola, George Messih and Aida 
Youakeem. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Haseeb Keileh. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Ghassan and Vivian Sruji. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Blanche Manneh. Many years! 

† Nino family in memory of husband, father, 
father-in-law and grandfather Elias Nino (20 
yr.) May his memory be eternal! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the 
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada Fasheh 
for one full 
year. May her 
memory be 
eternal! 

 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton 
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum, John 
Dudum, David Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason 
Kawar, Jonathan Juha and Maron Juha 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


