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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2026; TONE 2 / EOTHINON 2
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON &
AFTER-FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION (MEETING) OF CHRIST

r - e e On February 8 in the Holy Orthodox
‘ RSN ERSE M Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr
| Theodore the General (‘Stratelates’); and the
. Prophet Zachariah.

: On the Sunday which falls during the
~ After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of
| our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and
- Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs:
.  Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory
= w  the Theologian) and Anthousa (John
L Chrysostom).

On this day, we make remembrance of
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs
in the noble Gospel and which our deified
Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.
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In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the
condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of
God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the
wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and His
Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken,
hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior
wants to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken
by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father
encourages all of his lost children to remove the desperation from their
hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.


http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

THE EPISTLE
The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.

The Reading from the First Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All
things are lawful for me, but | will not be brought under the authority of
anything. Foods are for the belly, and the belly for foods; but God will
destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the
Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God both raised up the Lord, and
will also raise us up through His power. Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | therefore take away the members of
Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you not
know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The
two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord
is one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside
the body, but whoever commits fornication sins against his own body. Or,
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have received from God, and that you are not your own? For
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.
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THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
property that falls to me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many
days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a
far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but | perish here with
hunger! | will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” And he arose and came
to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and
had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son
said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and
is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the
field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.
And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.” But he was
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years | have served you, and | never
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that | might make
merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calfl’ And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.”
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Upcoming Events

February 7th Crab Feed: This year we are proud to have our 44th Annual Crab Feed at our NEW St.
John Hall. Saturday February 7th, 2026. Please SAVE THE DATE, and let us celebrate
together to make it as successful as possible!

February 15th | 1 year memorial on February 15th in memory of George Wahbeh. May his memory be
eternal!

February 15th | General parish meeting

February 22nd | | gjes meeting; all are welcome to attend




Coffee Hour

February 8" Raif and Sonia Rihani

February 15™ The Adranly Family for the good health of Dn. Nicholas

February 22" Norma Khalil in memory of Randa and Charlie

3-year memorial for Mariam Khalil Munayer from Amal Ibrahim Munayer, Joseph,

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih,
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal,
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab,
Sue Gideon, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil.
Many years!

Angel Husary Many years!
Nadia Frangieh Many years!
Bradley Youakim. Many years!

Freij. Many years!

th

March 8 Stephen, Charlie, and Eden Munayer. May her memory be eternal!

nd Dudum, Deitzmann, and Morgan Families in memory of Jim and Rose Romely and Liz
March 22 .

Dietzmann

April 51 Palm Sunday. Bakesale instead of Coffee Hour
April 12" Pascha!
Holy Oblations Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered bz

T St John Parish Family for the good health of
t St John Parish Family for the good health of
T St John Parish Family for the good health of

T St John Parish Family for the good health of John

1t Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

Crab Feed Teen Volunteers Needed

If your teen is interested and available to volunteer to serve for our annual Crab Feed on Saturday
February 7™, please contact Irene Guajardo at (925-413-3242) so we can be sure we have enough!

The teens would need to be there at 5:15 to help prepare and get important instructions on which tables

they will be in charge of serving.

Annual Easter Eqqg Hunt

Mark in your calendars: Saturday April 11th is our annual Easter Egg hunt event. After morning service.
Anyone who would like to co-chair this fantastic event, please contact Rania Kashou asap 415.722.0774
or raniamariekashou@gmail.com More information to follow.

Ladies Meeting

Ladies meeting on Sunday, February 22™. All are welcome to attend!



mailto:raniamariekashou@gmail.com

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

If you or anyone in your family would like to participate, please contact Lynn
Farradj at 925-323-5746.

All ages welcome! We have quite a line-up for our show, you won’t want to miss it!



Please join the Orthodox Church
of the Redeemer for an in-person
discussion with Mother Agapia

CHRISTIANS IN PALESTINE

Mother Agapia’s connection to the Holy
Land spans over many years. Her voice
carries the weight of lived experience, the
intimate truths that never make headlines,
and the moral clarity that only emerges
from proximity. She reminds us that the
Palestinian people’s struggle is spiritual,

cultural and profoundly human.

Mother Agapia, Orthodox nun,
St. Nicholas Convent (ROCA)
located in Owego, New York.

Stories & Conversation
Followed by Refreshments

Qo] Thursday, Feb 5™ at 6:30 pm

ﬁ%g Orthodox Church of the Redeemer
1 380 Magdalena Ave

Los Altos Hills, CA 94024




SATURDAY ]ANUAHY 31ST
6 PM

Plense join us in celebrating
the purchase of euwr new. chunch!

SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH HALL

5200 DIAMOND HEIGHTS BLVD
SAN FRANCISCO

ADULTS $100 CHILDREN $35

Scan QR code to purchase tickets or

Call to RSVP
Deana Ziedan 415.225.6087 /
Fefe Asfour 707.328.4258

HOSTED BY
ALL SAINTS ORTHODOX CHURCH




THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH

-47TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED -

s T
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2026 ﬁ:s.; e £y
COCKTAILS 6:00 PM [u]

DINNER 7:00 PM

SCAN QR CODE TO ORDER TICKETS

ST. JOHN ORTHODOX CHURCH HALL
501 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA

ALL ~ YOU ~ CAN ~ EAT

APPETIZERS, CHICKEN, PASTA, CRAB, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD AND

DESSERT
FEATURING GREAT RAFFLE PRIZES
ADULTS: $80 CHILDREN (UNDER 13): $25

For information, tickets, or to volunteer please call: Parish Office (925) 258-4255, Deacon
Nicholas (Najeeb) (510) 207-1796

YOUR DONATIONS ARE A HUGE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!

Crab Feed Placement Donation for 2026: Feature Business Card Size ads for $100, Medium Size $200,
Large Size $300 & Premium for $450

Please make your Checks payable to St. John Orthodox Church. Or contact Dn
Nicholas




Diocese of Los Angeles and
the West 2026 Parish Life
Conference

Marriott Marquis San Diego
Marina (July 1st - 5th)

Host Parish: St. George
Church (San Diego, CA)

Happy New Year PLC Family!

We are so excited to kick off our 2026 Parish Life Conference in beautiful San Diego, CA,
during the 250th anniversary of our great Nation! Thanks to all the wonderful feedback
you’ve shared over the years, the CPCC has heard you and has made some meaningful
changes to make the PLC more affordable this year and for the years to come. Below are
some of the major changes that will be implemented:

« Due to the positive feedback from the 2025 PLC, one full day has been removed
from the 2026 PLC and will remain that way for all future PLCs. This will create
significant cost savings for our Clergy and their Parishes.

. The standard public room rate at the Marriott Marquis during the 2026 PLC weekend
is approximately $450 per night. Through CPCC negotiations and donor support,
attendees will receive a $199 per night rate (plus taxes) during one of the most
expensive weekends of the year. The CPCC is also working hard to secure room
rates below $199 per night for the 2027 and 2028 PLCs.

« Ticket prices on all events this year will be ~20% lower than 2025 prices

We can’t wait to be together in July for a weekend full of events, fellowship, and meaningful
time together! Thanks to the incredible room rate secured, the prime PLC location, and the
holiday weekend, rooms are filling up earlier and at a higher rate than usual. We highly
recommend booking your rooms early using the link below.

Additionally, there is limited seating for our Saturday night event, offering a front-row
view of the San Diego Marina and the famous San Diego 4th of July firework show. Be
sure to register and purchase your tickets as soon as possible to secure your spot.

On behalf of the CPCC, we wish you a very Happy New Year! May 2026 be filled with
countless blessings for each of you. We look forward to seeing you in July!



The Fathers of the Church
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The Church has many saints, but not all of them are called “Church Fathers.” This
title is given to a specific group of them. A “father” is the person capable of
nurturing people in Christ, of giving birth to them and/or raising them. Hence,
“Church Father” is given to the saint who has fulfilled the conditions of holiness, so
to speak—that is, who has been deified, united with God, and become a dwelling
place for the Holy Spirit. He is included among the Church Fathers if, in addition to
holiness, he possesses the ability to teach and defend the faith. Therefore, we find
that most of the Church Fathers, the teachers, were highly proficient in both the
sciences of this world and the of life in Christ.

These great saints studied and mastered the most important sciences of their time,
and simultaneously, they lived with God. They harnessed the high secular sciences
to serve the propagation of spiritual sciences, that is, life with the Lord, so that they
became pure instruments in which the Holy Spirit dwells. There were Fathers who,
through their spiritual and worldly knowledge, were able to convey the Gospel of
Christ in the language of their time; that is, they spoke of Christ to the people of
their era through their culture, concepts and terms so that they could understand.
And there were spiritual fathers who progressed in their relationship with God and
were enlightened by Him, becoming vessels of the Holy Spirit, and He spoke
through them. Some remained unknown, others became known through their
guidance, and some were clearly revealed by God after their passing. There are
examples of such fathers even today, from all these categories.

The common characteristic we observe in the Holy Fathers, whose writings we
study, is that they possessed the worldly culture of their time and were known for
their intellect. Saints Basil the Great, John Chrysostom, Gregory the Theologian,
and Maximus the Confessor, to name but a few, possessed brilliant minds and a
high level of worldly culture. But this intellectual aspect was not separate from an
enlightened heart enriched by the Holy Spirit. They were authentic teachers, and
at the same time, they were sanctified by the grace of the Holy Spirit.



It is essential to remember this point because we are always susceptible to being
drawn to one extreme or the other. We see currents that emphasize knowledge
and others that emphasize a life of piety. The Fathers were not extreme in either
direction, but gave each side its due, teaching that virtue lies in the middle ground
between two extremes. Thus, the requirement of holiness was present among
them alongside the requirement of secular knowledge.

A deeper examination of this phenomenon is necessary because the Christian
world, in general, is witnessing an unbridled focus on reason, "scientific research"
and "academia." These things are not inherently bad, for Christianity must address
modern man in his own language, not in a language he does not understand,
otherwise the Gospel will be lost. However, the problem arises when this focus is
placed at the expense of life in Christ. Then we fall into the trap of acquiring what
is called today "religious sciences," and the issue becomes cultural, not
experiential.

Therefore, we observe, from time to time, conflicting currents within the Church,
some emphasizing only the spiritual life, and others focusing exclusively on
Christian culture and thought. This conflict may be overt or covert. The need
remains crucial to cultivate a patristic sensibility that allows us to read them
correctly and understand the spirit of their approach, not merely its letter.

It is essential to understand here that most of the Church Fathers were not
academic professors in the modern sense of the word, but rather pastors,
preachers, spiritual guides, physicians of the soul who treated people's spiritual
ailments, or defenders of the faith against heresies. Much of their writing consists
of articles or educational sermons addressed to the congregation, or apologetics
explaining the Orthodox faith, demonstrating deviations from it and confronting
heresies. Most of these writings were transcribed directly by their listeners. The
Church Fathers did not deal exclusively with an intellectual elite, nor did they seek
purely religious knowledge, although some of them, depending on their
circumstances, engaged in dialogues or debates with philosophers or intellectuals,
bearing witness to their faith. Their aim was to help people attain the fullness of
Christ's stature. Through this sense of the importance of nurturing and educating



people to become like Christ, the Fathers defended the faith, explained the Bible,
and confronted the challenges of the age.

The Church Fathers were not interested in transmitting abstract knowledge but
rather delved into the details of people's lives. Saint John Chrysostom, for example,
speaks in his sermons about theaters, costumes, and the minutiae of their daily
lives, connecting all these points to sound Christian morality. The goal, therefore,
was not to write books, but to lead people to the fullness of Christ's stature. Those
who study the Gospel may misunderstand it; therefore, it is essential to understand
its interpretation so that believers can live it.

The mental makeup of people today has become more focused on knowledge than
on living it. Modern man approaches God with his intellect, not his heart. Schools
of faith and theology have always existed, and sermons have been fundamental to
worship services since the beginning of Christianity. The error lies not in seeking
religious knowledge, but in pursuing it without concern for its application and lived
experience. Believers today, due to the ease of information dissemination, are
susceptible to the temptation of seeking religious knowledge more than living it,
and this leads to the inflation of the intellect at the expense of the heart, rendering
the religious institution dry and lifeless. Isn't this one of the reasons why so many
are turning to monasteries in search of a living, not a packaged, faith? Indeed, many
are now seeking inner peace in religious practices from the Far East devoid of
Christ.

The benefit would be far greater if we helped people live in Christ and share His
teachings in an understandable way, rather than simply filling them with religious
information.
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