
After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of Christ 

============================================================================== 

On February 8 in the Holy Orthodox 
Church, we commemorate the Great-martyr 
Theodore the General (‘Stratelates’); and the 
Prophet Zachariah. 

On the Sunday which falls during the 
After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of 
our Lord, we commemorate the Holy and 
Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: 
Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory 
the Theologian) and Anthousa (John 
Chrysostom). 

On this day, we make remembrance of 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs 
in the noble Gospel and which our deified 
Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion. 

 
In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the 

condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of 
God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the 
wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and His 
Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves and awaken, 
hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior 
wants to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken 
by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father 
encourages all of his lost children to remove the desperation from their 
hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.  
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THE EPISTLE 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 

The Lord has chastened me severely. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20) 

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the authority of 
anything. Foods are for the belly, and the belly for foods; but God will 
destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God both raised up the Lord, and 
will also raise us up through His power. Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take away the members of 
Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you not 
know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The 
two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord 
is one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside 
the body, but whoever commits fornication sins against his own body. Or, 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have received from God, and that you are not your own? For 
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s. 

 

بنَي الرَّبّ.  تي وتسَْبِحَتِي الرَّبّ. أَدَباًَ أدَّ  قوَّ
يسِ بولُسَ الرَسُولِ الأوُلى إلى أهْلِ كورنثُوس  ( 20- 12:6) .فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسَالَةِ القدِ 

  يا إخْوَةُ، كُلُّ شَيءٍ مُبَاحٌ لِي وَلَكِنْ ليْسَ كُلُّ شَيْءٍ يُوافِق، كُلُّ شَيْءٍ مُبَاحٌ لِي ولَكِنْ لا يَتَسَلَّطُ عليَّ 
بَلْ  نَى شَيْءٌ. إنَّ الأطعِمَةَ لِلْجَوْفِ والْجَوْفَ لِلَْْطْعِمَةِ، وَسَيُبِيدُ اُلله هَذِهِ وَذَاك. أمَّا الجَسَدُ فَلَيْسَ لِلْزِ 

تِهِ. أمَا تَعْلَمُونَ أنَّ أ جْسَادَكُم هِيَ  لِلْرَّبِّ والْرَّبُّ لِلْجَسَدِ، واُلله الَّذي أقامَ الرَّبَّ سَيُقِيمُنا نَحْنُ أيْضًا بِقُوَّ
 مَنِ  أعْضَاءُ الْمَسيحِ؟ أفآخُذُ أعَْضَاءَ المَسِيحِ وأَجعَلُ مِنْهَا أعَْضَاءَ زِنَى؟ حَاشَى. أمَا تَعْلَمُونَ أنَّ 

" أمَّا الَّذِي يَقْتَرِنُ  .اقترَنَ بِزانيةٍ صَارَ وَإيَاهَا جَسَدًا وَاحِدًا؟ لِأنَّهُ قَدْ قِيلَ: "يَصِيرُ كِلََهُمَا جَسَدًا وَاحِدًا
َ فَيَكُونُ مَعَهُ رُوُحًا وَاحِدًا. أهُرُبُوا مِنَ الزِّنَى. فإِنَّ كُلَّ خَطِيئَةٍ يَفعَلُهَا الِإنْسَانُ هِيَ فِي خَارِجِ   بالرَّبِّ

وحِ القُدُسِ الَّذِي فِيكُمْ  الجَسَدِ، أمَّا الزَّانِي فَإِنَّهُ يَخْطَأُ إِلَى جَسَدِهِ. أَمَا تَعْلَمُونَ أنَّ جَسَدَكُمْ  هُوَ هَيْكَلُ الرُّ
دُوا اَلله فِي أَ جْسَادِكُمْ وَفِي  الَّذِي نِلْتُمُوهُ مِنَ اِلله وأنَّكُمْ لَسْتُمْ لِأنْفُسِكُمْ؟ لِأنَّكُمْ قَدِ اشْتُرِيتُمْ بِثَمَنٍ فمَجِّ

 . أَرْوَاحِكُمُ الَّتِي هِيَ لِ 

 

 



THE GOSPEL 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and 
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between them. Not many 
days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a 
far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when 
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens 
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would 
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came 
to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found.’ And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. 
And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make 
merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured 
your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 



 
يسِ لوقا الإنْجيلِيِ  البَشيرِ، التِ لْميذِ الط اهر.  (32-11:15) فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشَارةِ القِد 

قالَ الرَّبُّ هَذا المَثَل: "إنْسانٌ كانَ لَهُ ابْنانِ، فَقالَ أَصْغَرُهُما لِأَبيهِ: يا أبتِ، أعَْطِني النَّصيبَ الذي 
ني منَ المالِ. فَقَسَمَ بَيْنَهُما مَعيشَتَهُ  وبَعْدَ أيامٍ غَيْرِ كَثيرَةٍ، جَمَعَ الابْنُ الَأصْغَرُ كُلَّ شَيْءٍ لَهُ،    .يَخُصُّ

فَلَمَّا أَنْفَقَ كُلَّ شَيْءٍ لَهُ، حَدَثَتْ في ذَلِكَ    .وسافَرَ إلى بَلَدٍ بَعيدٍ، وبَذَّرَ مالَهُ هُناكَ عائِشاً في الخَلَعَةِ 
فَذَهَبَ وانْضَوى إلى واحِدٍ مِنْ أهَْلِ ذَلِكَ البَلَدِ، فَأَرْسَلَهُ إلى حُقولِهِ    .البَلَدِ مَجاعَةٌ شَديدَةٌ، فَأَخَذَ في العَوَزِ 

 .وكانَ يَشْتَهي أَنْ يَمْلََْ بَطْنَهُ مِنَ الخَرْنوبِ الذي كانَتِ الخَنازيرُ تَأْكُلُهُ، فَلَمْ يُعْطِهِ أَحَدٌ   .يَرْعى خَنازير
أَقومُ وأَمْضي إلى    .فَرَجِعَ إلى نَفْسِهِ وقالَ: "كَمْ لِأَبي مِنْ أُجَرَاءَ يَفضُلُ عَنْهُمُ الخُبْزُ، وأَنا أهَْلِكُ جوعاً 

ابْناً،  لَكَ  أُدْعَى  أَنْ  بَعْدُ  مُسْتَحِقّاً  ماءِ وأمَامَكَ، ولَسْتُ  السَّ إلى  أَخْطَأْتُ  قَدْ  أبَتِ،  "يا  لَهُ:  أبي وأَقولُ 
" فَقامَ وجاءَ إلى أبيهِ. وفيما هُوَ بَعْدُ غيرُ بَعيدٍ، رَآهُ أَبوهُ، فَتَحَنَّنَ عَلَيْهِ وأَسْرَعَ  .فَاجْعَلْني كَأَحَدِ أُجَرائِكَ 

ماءِ وأَمامَكَ ولَسْتُ مُسْتَحِقّاً   .وأَلْقى بِنَفْسِهِ على عُنُقِهِ وقَبَلَّهُ  فَقالَ لَهُ الابْنُ: "يا أَبَتِ، قَدْ أَخْطَأْتُ إلى السَّ
" فَقالَ الأبُ لِعَبيدِهِ: "هاتوا الحُلَّةَ الأولى وأَلْبِسُوهُ، واجْعَلوا خاتَماً في يَدِهِ، وحِذاءً  .بَعْدُ أَنْ أُدْعى لَكَ ابْنا

لاًّ  في رِجْلَيْهِ، وأْتوا بالعِجْلِ المُسَمَّنِ واذْبَحوهُ، فَنَأكُلَ ونَفْرَحَ، لأنَّ ابْني هَذا كانَ مَيِّتاً فَعاشَ، وكانَ ضَا
وكانَ ابْنُهُ الأكبَرُ في الحَقْلِ. فلَمَّا أَتى وقَرُبَ مِنَ البَيْتِ، سَمِعَ أَصْواتَ الغِناءِ    .حُونَ فَوُجِد." فَطَفِقوا يفرَ 

فقالَ لَهُ: "قَدْ قَدِمَ أَخوكَ، فَذَبَحَ أَبوكَ العِجْلَ المُسَمَّنَ لأنَّهُ   .فَدَعا أَحَدَ الغِلْمانِ وسَألَهُ ما هَذا  .والرَّقْصِ 
لُ إليهِ، فَأَجابَ وقالَ لأبيهِ: "كَمْ لي  .لَقِيَهُ سالِماً  " فَغَضِبَ ولَمْ يُرِدْ أَنْ يَدْخُلَ. فَخَرَجَ أَبوهُ وطَفِقَ يَتَوَسَّ

نينَ أَخْدِمُكَ، ولَمْ أَتَعَدَّ لكَ وَصِيَّةً قَطُّ، وأَنْتَ لَمْ تُعْطِني قَطُّ جَدْياً لِأَفْرَحَ مَعَ أَصْدِقَا ولمَّا   .ئيمِنَ السِّ
واني، ذَبَحْتَ لَهُ العِجْلَ المُسَمَّنَ  فقالَ لَهُ: "يا ابْني، أَنْتَ    .جاءَ ابنُكَ هذا الذي أَكَلَ مَعيشَتَكَ مع الزَّ

، لأنَّ أَخاكَ هَذا كانَ    .معي في كُلِّ حينٍ، وكُلُّ ما هوَ لي فَهُوَ لكَ  ولَكِنْ كانَ يَنْبَغي أَنْ نَفْرَحَ ونُسَرَّ
 مَيِّتاً فَعاشَ، وكانَ ضالاًّ فَوُجِد."

 
 
Upcoming Events 

February 7th Crab Feed: This year we are proud to have our 44th Annual Crab Feed at our NEW St. 
John Hall. Saturday February 7th, 2026.  Please SAVE THE DATE, and let us celebrate 
together to make it as successful as possible! 

February 15th 1 year memorial on February 15th in memory of George Wahbeh. May his memory be 
eternal! 

February 15th General parish meeting 

February 22nd  Ladies meeting; all are welcome to attend 



Coffee Hour 

February 8th  Raif and Sonia Rihani  

February 15th  The Adranly Family for the good health of Dn. Nicholas  

February 22nd  Norma Khalil in memory of Randa and Charlie 

March 8th  
3-year memorial for Mariam Khalil Munayer from Amal Ibrahim Munayer, Joseph, 
Stephen, Charlie, and Eden Munayer. May her memory be eternal! 

March 22nd  
Dudum, Deitzmann, and Morgan Families in memory of Jim and Rose Romely and Liz 
Dietzmann  

April 5th  Palm Sunday. Bakesale instead of Coffee Hour 

April 12th  Pascha! 
 

Crab Feed Teen Volunteers Needed  

If your teen is interested and available to volunteer to serve for our annual Crab Feed on Saturday 
February 7th, please contact Irene Guajardo at (925-413-3242) so we can be sure we have enough! 

The teens would need to be there at 5:15 to help prepare and get important instructions on which tables 
they will be in charge of serving.  

 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Mark in your calendars: Saturday April 11th is our annual Easter Egg hunt event. After morning service. 
Anyone who would like to co-chair this fantastic event, please contact Rania Kashou asap 415.722.0774 
or raniamariekashou@gmail.com    More information to follow. 

 

Ladies Meeting 

Ladies meeting on Sunday, February 22nd. All are welcome to attend! 

============================================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab, 
Sue Gideon, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Angel Husary Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nadia Frangieh Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Bradley Youakim. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of John 
Freij. Many years!  
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

mailto:raniamariekashou@gmail.com


St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

============================================================================== 

Our first annual talent show will be on Saturday Evening April 25! 
 

 
 

If you or anyone in your family would like to participate, please contact Lynn 
Farradj at 925-323-5746. 
 
All ages welcome!  We have quite a line-up for our show, you won’t want to miss it! 



 
 



 
 
 



THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF  

 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX  

CHURCH 

 

 - 47TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED - 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2026 

COCKTAILS 6:00 PM 

DINNER 7:00 PM 

SCAN QR CODE TO ORDER TICKETS  
 

ST. JOHN ORTHODOX CHURCH HALL 

501 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA 

 

All ~ You ~ Can ~ Eat 

APPETIZERS, CHICKEN, PASTA, CRAB, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD AND 

DESSERT 

Featuring Great Raffle Prizes 
 

Adults: $80                   Children (Under 13): $25 
 

For information, tickets, or to volunteer please call: Parish Office (925) 258-4255, Deacon 

Nicholas (Najeeb) (510) 207-1796 

 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE A HUGE PART OF OUR SUCCESS! 

 

Crab Feed Placement Donation for 2026: Feature Business Card Size ads for $100, Medium Size $200, 
Large Size $300 & Premium for $450 

Please make your Checks payable to St. John Orthodox Church. Or contact Dn 
Nicholas 

 

 



Diocese of Los Angeles and 
the West 2026 Parish Life 

Conference 
 

Marriott Marquis San Diego 
Marina (July 1st - 5th) 

 
Host Parish: St. George 
Church (San Diego, CA) 

 

Happy New Year PLC Family! 

 

We are so excited to kick off our 2026 Parish Life Conference in beautiful San Diego, CA, 

during the 250th anniversary of our great Nation! Thanks to all the wonderful feedback 

you’ve shared over the years, the CPCC has heard you and has made some meaningful 

changes to make the PLC more affordable this year and for the years to come. Below are 

some of the major changes that will be implemented: 

  

• Due to the positive feedback from the 2025 PLC, one full day has been removed 

from the 2026 PLC and will remain that way for all future PLCs. This will create 

significant cost savings for our Clergy and their Parishes. 

• The standard public room rate at the Marriott Marquis during the 2026 PLC weekend 

is approximately $450 per night. Through CPCC negotiations and donor support, 

attendees will receive a $199 per night rate (plus taxes) during one of the most 

expensive weekends of the year. The CPCC is also working hard to secure room 

rates below $199 per night for the 2027 and 2028 PLCs. 

• Ticket prices on all events this year will be ~20% lower than 2025 prices 

 

We can’t wait to be together in July for a weekend full of events, fellowship, and meaningful 

time together! Thanks to the incredible room rate secured, the prime PLC location, and the 

holiday weekend, rooms are filling up earlier and at a higher rate than usual. We highly 

recommend booking your rooms early using the link below. 

Additionally, there is limited seating for our Saturday night event, offering a front-row 

view of the San Diego Marina and the famous San Diego 4th of July firework show. Be 

sure to register and purchase your tickets as soon as possible to secure your spot. 

 

On behalf of the CPCC, we wish you a very Happy New Year! May 2026 be filled with 

countless blessings for each of you. We look forward to seeing you in July! 
 

 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 



 

 


