
Sunday, February 01, 2026; Tone 1 / Eothinon 1  

Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican & 

 Forefeast of the Presentation (Meeting) of Christ 

============================================================================== 

On February 1 in the Holy Orthodox 
Church, we commemorate Martyr Tryphon 
of Syria; and Martyr Perpetua of Carthage 
and her four companions. 
 
On this day, we make remembrance of the 
Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, 
which occurs in the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke the Evangelist. 
 

In our Savior’s parable, Jesus uses a Pharisee, a leader of the 
synagogue, who was regarded in public opinion as virtuous; 
and a publican, a tax collector, who was regarded as 
oppressive, greedy and a sinner. In their prayers to God, we 
discover the real hearts of these two men. We thus learn of the 
harm that comes from pride and the good that comes from 
humility. The divine Church Fathers sought to alert and prepare 
the Christ-loving clergy and laity for the upcoming period of the 
Great Fast. Therefore, on this Sunday we are reminded that 
humility is the greatest weapon against pride, as we imitate the 
humility of the publican to ascend to the divine heights.  

 

============================================================================== 
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THE EPISTLE 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of 
St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15) 

My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, love, patience, persecutions, sufferings, what things befell me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured! And out of them 
all the Lord delivered me. Indeed, all who would live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted. But people who are wicked and deceivers will proceed from worse 
to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in the things 
which you have learned and have been assured of, knowing from whom you have 
learned them, and how from infancy you have known the sacred temple writings 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

بّ.. لِتكَُن يا ربُّ رَحْمَتكَُ علََيْنا  إبْتهَِجوا أيُّها الصِدّيقونَ بالرَّ
سولِ الثانية إلى تيموثاوس.  (15-10:3) فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولسَُ الرَّ

 ،تعَْليمي، وسِيرَتي، وقصَْدِي، وإيماني، وأنَاتيِ، وَمَحبَّتي، وصَبري يا وَلَدي تيموثاوسَ، إنَّكَ قَدِ اسْتقَْرَيتَ 
ني ذَ قوأيَّةَ اضْطهاداتٍ احْتمََلْتُ، وقَدْ أنْ   ،واضْطهاداتي، وآلامي، وما أصَابني في إنطاكِيةَ وأيقونيةَ ولِسترَةَ 

بُّ مِنْ جَمِيعِها أمّا الأشَْرارُ   .وجَميعُ الذينَ يرُيدونَ أنَْ يَعيشوا بالتقَْوى في المَسيحِ يسوعَ يضُْطَهَدونَ  .الرَّ
فَاسْتمَِرَّ أنَْتَ على ما تعَلََّمْتهَُ وأيَْقَنْتَ بهِِ، عالِماً   .والمُغْوُونَ مِنَ الناسِ، فَيزَْدادونَ شَرّاً، مُضِلِّينَ ومُضَلَّينَ 

ن تعَلََّمْتَ  وأنَّكَ مُنْذُ الطُّفوليَّةِ تعَْرِفُ الكُتبَُ المُقَدَّسَةَ القادِرَةَ أنَْ تصَُيرَِّكَ حَكيماً لِلْخَلاصِ بالإيمانِ   ،مِمَّ
 . بالمسيحِ يسوع

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:10-14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to Heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

 (14-10:18) .فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بشِارَةِ القِدّيسِ لوقا الإنْجيلِيِّ البشَير، والتلْميذِ الطاهِر
بُّ هَذا المَثلَ: إنْسانانِ صَعِدا إلى الهَيْكَلِ ليصَُلِّيا، أحََدُهُما فرَّيسِيٌّ والآخَرُ عَشَّارٌ. فَكانَ الفرَّ  يسِيُّ واقفِاً  قالَ الرَّ

ي لَسْتُ كَسائرِِ الناسِ الخَطَفةَِ، الظالمينَ، الفاسِقينَ، ولا مِثلَْ هَذا  يصَُليّ في نفَْسِهِ هَكَذا، "اللَّهُمَّ إنيّ أشَْكُرُكَ لِأنَّ 
ا العشََّارُ فوََقفََ عَنْ بعُْدٍ، ولَمْ يُ  رُ كُلَّ ما هُوَ لي." أمَّ تيَْنِ، وأعَُشِّ رِدْ أنَْ العشَّار. فإنيّ أصَُومُ في الأسبوعِ مَرَّ

يقَْرَعُ صَدْرَهُ قائلِاً، "اللَّهُمَّ ارْحَمْني أنا الخاطِئَ." أقَولُ لَكُمْ، إنَّ هَذا نزََلَ إلى    يرَْفَعَ عَيْنيَْهِ إلى السَّماءِ، بَلْ كانَ 
راً دونَ ذاكَ. لأنَّ كُلَّ مَن رَفَعَ نفَْسَهُ اتَّضَعَ، ومَنْ وَضَعَ نفَْسَهُ ارتفََع  . بَيْتهِِ مُبرََّ

 



Upcoming Events 

February 2nd Monday February 2nd Divine Liturgy at 6:00 PM to celebrate the Feast of the Entrance 
of the Lord to the Temple ! ل ك عيد دخول السيد الى الهي   

February 7th Crab Feed: This year we are proud to have our 44th Annual Crab Feed at our NEW St. 
John Hall. Saturday February 7th, 2026.  Please SAVE THE DATE, and let us celebrate 
together to make it as successful as possible! 

February 15th 1 year memorial on February 15th in memory of George Wahbeh. May his memory be 
eternal! 

February 15th General parish meeting 

 
Coffee Hour 

February 1st  Suzzy and Nabil Tawil in memory of Afaf Gebara and Hilda Tawil 

February 8th  Sponsor Needed 

February 15th  The Adranly Family for the good health of Dn. Nicholas  

February 22nd  Norma Khalil in memory of Randa and Charlie 

March 8th  
3-year memorial for Mariam Khalil Munayer from Amal Ibrahim Munayer, Joseph, 
Stephen, Charlie, and Eden Munayer. May her memory be eternal! 

March 22nd  
Dudum, Deitzmann, and Morgan Families in memory of Jim and Rose Romely and Liz 
Dietzmann  

April 5th  Palm Sunday. Bakesale instead of Coffee Hour 

April 12th  Pascha! 
 

Crab Feed Teen Volunteers Needed  

If your teen is interested and available to volunteer to serve for our annual Crab Feed on Saturday 
February 7th, please contact Irene Guajardo at (925-413-3242) so we can be sure we have enough! 

The teens would need to be there at 5:15 to help prepare and get important instructions on which tables 
they will be in charge of serving.  

 

Parish Council Sign Up  

If you are interested in running on the parish council, or know someone you would like to nominate, please 
reach out to Father Nicholas Borzghol or Ron Nicola. Your service is appreciated!   

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sandy Dudum, George Messih, 
George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette Hilal, 
Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab, 
Sue Gideon, Rocky Dudum and Norma Khalil. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Angel Husary Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nadia Frangieh Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Bradley Youakim. Many years! 

† 15-year memorial prayers are offered in memory 
of father, grandfather and father-in law, Khalil 
Ibrahim Munayer on behalf of Amal, Ibrahim, Joseph 
(Stephani) plus grandchildren, Charlie and Eden. May 
his memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of John 
Freij. Many years!  
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 



Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Mark in your calendars: Saturday April 11th is our annual Easter Egg hunt event. After morning service. 
Anyone who would like to co-chair this fantastic event, please contact Rania Kashou asap 415.722.0774 
or raniamariekashou@gmail.com  

 

More information to follow. 

============================================================================== 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   
 
 

 

 

 
 
============================================================================== 

Our first annual talent show will be on Saturday Evening April 25! 
 

 
 

If you or anyone in your family would like to participate, please contact 
Lynn Farradj at 925-323-5746. 
 
All ages welcome!  We have quite a line-up for our show, you won’t want 
to miss it! 

mailto:raniamariekashou@gmail.com


 
 
 



THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF  

 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX  

CHURCH 

 

 - 47TH ANNUAL CRAB FEED - 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2026 

COCKTAILS 6:00 PM 

DINNER 7:00 PM 

SCAN QR CODE TO ORDER TICKETS  
 

ST. JOHN ORTHODOX CHURCH HALL 

501 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA 

 

All ~ You ~ Can ~ Eat 

APPETIZERS, CHICKEN, PASTA, CRAB, SALAD, GARLIC BREAD AND 

DESSERT 

Featuring Great Raffle Prizes 
 

Adults: $80                   Children (Under 13): $25 
 

For information, tickets, or to volunteer please call: Parish Office (925) 258-4255, Deacon 
Nicholas (Najeeb) (510) 207-1796 

 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE A HUGE PART OF OUR SUCCESS! 

 

Crab Feed Placement Donation for 2026: Feature Business Card Size ads for $100, Medium Size $200, 
Large Size $300 & Premium for $450 

Please make your Checks payable to St. John Orthodox Church. Or contact Dn 
Nicholas 

 

 



Diocese of Los Angeles and 
the West 2026 Parish Life 

Conference 
 

Marriott Marquis San Diego 
Marina (July 1st - 5th) 

 
Host Parish: St. George 
Church (San Diego, CA) 

 

Happy New Year PLC Family! 

 

We are so excited to kick off our 2026 Parish Life Conference in beautiful San Diego, CA, 

during the 250th anniversary of our great Nation! Thanks to all the wonderful feedback 

you’ve shared over the years, the CPCC has heard you and has made some meaningful 

changes to make the PLC more affordable this year and for the years to come. Below are 

some of the major changes that will be implemented: 

  

• Due to the positive feedback from the 2025 PLC, one full day has been removed 

from the 2026 PLC and will remain that way for all future PLCs. This will create 

significant cost savings for our Clergy and their Parishes. 

• The standard public room rate at the Marriott Marquis during the 2026 PLC weekend 

is approximately $450 per night. Through CPCC negotiations and donor support, 

attendees will receive a $199 per night rate (plus taxes) during one of the most 

expensive weekends of the year. The CPCC is also working hard to secure room 

rates below $199 per night for the 2027 and 2028 PLCs. 

• Ticket prices on all events this year will be ~20% lower than 2025 prices 

  

We can’t wait to be together in July for a weekend full of events, fellowship, and meaningful 

time together! Thanks to the incredible room rate secured, the prime PLC location, and the 

holiday weekend, rooms are filling up earlier and at a higher rate than usual. We highly 

recommend booking your rooms early using the link below. 

Additionally, there is limited seating for our Saturday night event, offering a front-row 

view of the San Diego Marina and the famous San Diego 4th of July firework show. Be 

sure to register and purchase your tickets as soon as possible to secure your spot. 

 

On behalf of the CPCC, we wish you a very Happy New Year! May 2026 be filled with 

countless blessings for each of you. We look forward to seeing you in July! 
 

 

 



 



 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 


