
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Tone 2 / Eothinon 5 

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (The Genealogy) 

Martyrs Sebastian and Zoe of Rome, and those with them 

Sunday of the Holy Genealogy 
On December 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, 
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs Sebastian and Zoe of Rome, and those 
with them. 
On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we have been enjoined 
by our holy and God-bearing Fathers to make commemoration of all them that 
from the beginning of time have been well-pleasing unto God, from Adam even 
unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, 
as Luke the Evangelist hath recounted historically; and likewise for the Prophets 
and Prophetesses, especially of Daniel the Prophet and the three holy youths. 
It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the 
aforementioned names, those in the Old Testament who were related to Christ 
by blood, and those who spoke of His Birth as a man. In the Divine Liturgy, we 
shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the Gospel of Saint Matthew. In this 
way, the Church shows us that Christ truly became a man, taking on human 

nature. He was not a ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imagined god, or the abstract god of 
philosophers; such a god does not have a family tree. Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
He has flesh and blood, human ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also repented 
greatly. Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had been well-pleasing to God because they loved 
Him. By taking on human nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood, in mind 
and soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us in only one way: He could not sin. Since we know that 
Christ’s human nature remained sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in which we can 
avoid sin, and so improve and transform our human nature. 
 

THE EPISTLE (For the Sunday before the Nativity)  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. 
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10; 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign 
armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 
release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though 
well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better 
for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
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 الرسالة 
نَا .مُباَرٌك أنَت يا ربُّ إلهَ آبائنا  .ألنَك َعْدٌل في ُكل ِّ ما صنَْعَت بِّ

سوِل إلى الِعْبراِنيين  .َفْصٌل ِمْن ِرسالِة الِقّديِس بوُلَس الرَّ
ياٍم َمَع اَسَحَق وَيْعقوَب الوارَثْينِّ مَعُه  يا إْخَوُة، باإليمانِّ َنَزَل   إْبراهيُم في أْرضِّ الميعادِّ ُنزوَلُه في أْرٍض َغريبٍة، وَسَكَن في خِّ

دِّ بَِّعْينِّهِّ  وماذا أقوُل أْيضًا؟ إنَُّه َيضيُق بَِّي الَوْقُت إْن أْخَبْرُت    .ألنَُّه اْنَتَظَر الَمدينَة ذاَت اأُلُسسِّ التي هللُا صانُِّعها وبارُئها  .للمْوعِّ
، الذيَن باإليمانِّ َقَهُروا الَممالَِّك، وَعمَ  ْدَعْوَن، وباراَق، وَشْمشوَن، وَيْفتاَح، وداوَد، وَصموئيَل، واألنبياءِّ ، وناُلوا  َعْن جِّ ُلوا البِّرَّ

وا َأْفواَه اأُلسود َد، وَسدُّ ،   .المواعِّ اَء في الَحْربِّ د  وا مِّْن ُضْعٍف، وصاروا َأشِّ ، وَتَقوَّ ْيفِّ ْن َحد ِّ السَّ ، وَنَجْوا مِّ َة النارِّ دَّ وَأْطَفأوا حِّ
َب   ، وَأَخَذْت نِّساٌء َأْمواَتُهنَّ بقِّيامة. وُعذ ِّ َيْقَبُلوا بالَنجاةِّ  وَكَسُروا ُمَعْسَكراتِّ األجانِّبِّ ، ولْم  ْربِّ آخروَن بَِّتْوتيرِّ اأَلْعضاءِّ والضَّ

ْجنَ   .لَيْحَصُلوا على قِّيامٍة أْفَضل نوا، وَماتوا بَِّحد ِّ    .وآَخروَن ذاقوا الُهْزَء، والَجْلَد، والُقيوَد أيضًا والس ِّ روا، وامُتحِّ ُموا، وُنشِّ وُرجِّ
ٍز،  ، وساُحوا في ُجلودِّ َغَنٍم وَمعِّ يفِّ ق ًا َلُهم  — وُهْم ُمْعَوزون ُمضاَيقوَن َمْجهودوَن السَّ وكانوا تائِّهيَن   —وَلم يُكنِّ العاَلُم ُمسَتحِّ

، وُكهوفِّ األرضِّ  ، والَمغاوِّرِّ بالِّ َد، ألنَّ هللَا َسَبَق َفَنَظَر   .في الَبراري، والجِّ ، َلم َيناُلوا الَمواعِّ َفهؤالءِّ ُكلُُّهْم َمْشهودًا َلُهْم باإليمانِّ
 يئًا أفَضَل، أْن ال َيْكَمُلوا بدونِّنا. َلَنا ش

THE GOSPEL (For the Sunday before the Nativity: “The Genealogy”) 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah 
the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 
and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 
father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was the father of Solomon by the wife 
of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after 
the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and 
Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the 
father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 
of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ.  So all the generations 
from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen 
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations.  Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His 
Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called 
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called His 
Name Jesus. 



 اإلنجيل 
 والتْلميِذ الطاِهرـ اإلْنجيِليِّ الَبشيِر َمّتى َفْصٌل َشريٌف ِمْن ِبشاَرِة الِقّديِس 

وَيهوذا    .فإبراهيُم َوَلَد إْسَحَق، وإْسَحُق َوَلَد َيْعقوَب، وَيْعقوُب َوَلَد َيهوذا وإْخَوَتهُ   .كِّتاُب ميالدِّ يسوَع الَمسيحِّ اْبنِّ داوَد اْبنِّ إبراهيمَ 
ْن َتاَماَر، وفاَرُص َوَلَد َحْصروَن، وَحْصروُن َوَلَد أرامَ  يناَداُب َوَلَد َنحشوَن،    .وَلَد فاَرَص، وزاَرَح مِّ يناداَب، وَعم  وأراُم َوَلَد َعم ِّ

ى َوَلَد داوَد    .وَنْحشوُن َوَلَد َسْلُمونَ  ى، وَيسَّ ْن َراحاَب، وُبوَعُز َوَلَد ُعوبيَد مِّْن راعوَث، وُعوبيُد َولَد َيسَّ وَسْلُموُن َوَلَد ُبوَعَز مِّ
وآسا َوَلَد    .وُسَلْيماُن ولَد َرْحَبعاَم، وَرْحَبعاُم َوَلَد أبِّيَّا، وأبِّيَّا َوَلَد آسا  .التي كاَنت أُلوريَّا  وداوُد الَملُِّك َوَلَد ُسَلْيماَن مِّنَ   .الملكَ 

ْزقِّيَّا  .يوشاَفاَط، َويوشافاُط َوَلَد ُيوراَم، ويوراُم َوَلَد ُعز ِّيا ْزقِّيَّ   .وُعز ِّيا َوَلَد يوثاَم، ويوثاُم َوَلَد آحاَز، وآحاُز َوَلَد حِّ ى،  وحِّ ا َوَلَد َمَنسَّ
يَّا ى َوَلَد آموَن، وآموُن َوَلَد يوشِّ يَّا َوَلَد َيُكْنَيا وإْخَوَتُه في َجالءِّ بابِّلَ   .َوَمَنسَّ ْن َبْعدِّ َجالءِّ بابَِّل، َيُكْنَيا َوَلَد َشَأْلتِّئيَل،    .ويوشِّ ومِّ

َألِّياقيَم، وَألِّياقِّيُم َوَلَد عازورَ َوَزُربَّابُِّل َوَلَد َأبيهوَد، وَأبي  .وَشَأْلتِّئيُل َوَلَد َزُربَّابِّلَ  وعازوُر َوَلَد صادوَق، وصادوُق ولَد    .هوُد ولَد 
وَيْعقوُب َوَلَد يوُسَف َرُجَل مرَيَم التي    .وَأليهوُد ولد َألِّعازاَر، وَألِّعازاُر ولَد َمتَّاَن، وَمتَّاُن َوَلَد َيْعقوبَ   .أخيَم، وأخيُم ولَد َأليهودَ 

ْنها يسوعُ  ُولِّدَ  ْن داوَد إلى َجالءِّ بابَل أرَبَعَة   .، الذي ُيدَعى الَمسيحمِّ ْن إْبراهيَم إلى داوَد أْرَبَعَة َعَشَر جياًل، ومِّ َفُكلُّ األْجيالِّ مِّ
َعَشَر جيالً  أرَبَعَة  إلى المسيحِّ  َبْت َمري  .َعَشَر جياًل، ومِّْن جالءِّ بابَل  لمَّا ُخطِّ َهَكذا.  المسيحِّ فكاَن  ُأمُُّه  أمَّا َمولُد يسوَع  ُم 

َن الروحِّ الُقُدسِّ  َدْت مِّن َقبلِّ أْن َيجَتمِّعا ُحبَلى مِّ َرها، َهمَّ بَِّتخلَِّيتِّها    .لِّيوُسَف، ُوجِّ يقًا، وَلْم ُيرِّْد َأْن ُيْشهِّ د ِّ وإذ كاَن يوُسُف َرُجُلها صِّ
ر اً  لَك، إذا بَِّمالكِّ الرَّب ِّ َظَهَر َلُه في الُحُلمِّ، قائِّاًل: يا يوُسُف ابَن داُوَد، ال َتَخْف أنْ   .سِّ َتأُخَذ اْمرأَتَك    وفيما ُهَو ُمَتَفك ٌِّر في ذِّ

َن الروحِّ الُقُدسِّ  ي هِّ َيسوَع، َفإنَُّه هُ   .َمرَيَم. فإنَّ المولوَد فِّيها إنَّما ُهَو مِّ وكاَن هذا    .َو ُيَخل ُِّص َشعَبُه مِّْن َخطاَياُهموَسَتلُِّد ابنًا َفُتَسمِّ
مَّاُنوئيلَ  : ها إنَّ الَعْذراَء َتْحَبُل، وَتلُِّد اْبنًا، وُيدَعى عِّ َن الرَّب ِّ بِّالنَّبي  القائِّلِّ يُرُه هللُا َمَعنا(ُكلُُّه لَِّيتمَّ ما قيَل مِّ فلمَّا    . )الذي َتفسِّ

َن النومِّ، َصَنَع كما َأمَ  . فَأَخَذ امَرَأَتهُ َنَهَض يوُسُف مِّ اُه َيسوع. .َرُه َمالُك الرَّبِّ  وَلْم َيعرِّْفها َحتَّى َوَلَدتِّ ابَنها البِّكَر، وَسمَّ

“Love your Neighbor”- A Ministry of St John the Evangelist Orthodox Church 

As we participate in Advent and come to the end of our first calendar year of the Love your Neighbor Campaign, we would like 
to thank everyone for their support of our local, Archdiocesan and international charities over this past year. This month, we 
will again be looking locally, and are asking your support for the families in need in our church county, especially during this 
wonderful holiday season. 

December – Contra Costa Food Bank 

Dear Parents and Sunday School Teachers,  
I hope you are all well!  
Please SAVE THE DATE. This year's Christmas Pageant which will take place on Sunday, December 18th and will mirror last 
year's program. I will be asking all of the children (of reading age) to read 2-4 lines from the attached poem which 
is of similar style as "Twas the Night Before Christmas". This poem discusses our liturgical, personal, and spiritual 
preparation for the feast of the Nativity of Christ. After reading this poem, the children will sing the 
following Christmas carols:  
Oh Come all Ye Faithful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3egGjeiWEA 
Silent Night: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjCOiH-kbs8 
Laylet Eid: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyUhMBSsObE 
The lyrics are included on each video. Please take time to listen to each song with your children so they can get familiar 
with the songs.  
Dress: Please plan to have the kids wear red and white so that they all match for pictures.  
And finally, please RSVP to this email if you will be at church on Sunday, December 18th for this event :) 
Thank you everyone!   -Paula  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3egGjeiWEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjCOiH-kbs8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyUhMBSsObE


 

Thank you for Making the Jolly Christmas Cars Event a Success! 

Our second Jolly Christmas Cars event was a success. Thank 
you to all the participants who made this new tradition so much 
fun. It was very heartwarming seeing our parking lot being filled 
with so many decorated cars, pulling the community together, 
especially the little ones. God bless you and your family 
abundantly!  
Everyone, please mark your calendars for next year, the first 
Sunday of December.  
I'm open to any feedback to making it more successful and 
growing for years to come.  

Thank you again!  
Kindly, Rania Kashou  
 

Support St. John's Church through Amazon Smile 

Just in time for your Christmas shopping!!  Simply click on the link below and start shopping 
- Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of all eligible purchases to the church.  Please share 
with family and friends.  Thank you for your support!!  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7045466 

 

Christmas Basket for December 18 

Please bring your gourmet goodies this Sunday or cash $$. Rima Kashou will put it together. Thank you! 

 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT - Saturday, 1/14/23  5:00 pm  

Let's get together for a casual evening of good food, games and fellowship.  All are 
welcome!!  Please bring a dish to share and a fun game you would like to play.  We'll eat 
together in the church hall then gather for games - younger kids in the classrooms, Teens in the 
teen room, etc. 

Please see Rula Adranly to sign up or email at rulaadranly@comcast.net so we can have an 
idea of how many to expect.  We hope this will be the start of a new tradition at St. John's. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

Sunday, December 18th  Rose Bake Sale. Please let Denise know if you are planning to help and bake sweets.  

Sunday, December 18th  Sunday school Christmas program 

Saturday, December 
24th  

Nativity of Christ (Christmas) services: 
4:00pm: Royal hour, Orthros/Matins 
5:30pm: Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, January 14th  
5:00pm Family Fun Night for adults, teens and kids to share a potluck meal, play games 
and more.  

Sunday, February 12th  
One year memorial service for the servant of God Fred Gedeon. May his memory be 
eternal! 

 

Coffee Hours 

December 18th  
Coffee hour for December 18 is offered by Nawal Khalil in memory of her father Saliba 
Atallah and for the good health of the Khalil and the Atallah families. The holy bread 
is offered by Samia Shahin. 

December 25th  Christmas 

January 1st  New Year’s Day 2023 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7045466
mailto:rulaadranly@comcast.net
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Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 

Khalid Haddad (Fairouz Freij’s nephew), Nick 
Nicola, Nadia Frangieh, Souhila Swies, 
Noha Schulze, George Messih and Aida 
Youakeem. Many years! 

† Also, for the good health of their family! 
† Mariam Munayer and family in memory of 

Khalil Munayer (12 yr.). May his memory be 
eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
the members of the Order of St. Ignatius. 
Many years! 

† The Dudum, Dietzmann, and Morgan Families 
for the beloved memory of Jim and Rose 
Romley, Sig Dietzmann, Ray, Gloria and 
Brad Zachariah. May their memory be 
eternal! 

† Nawal Atallah and Samia Shahin for the good 
health of Faris Randy Nawal Atallah, Khalil, 
Issa, Shahin, Awad families. Many years! 
Also, in memory of Saliba, Hilwa, 
Bahia,Charlie Randa ,Nasser,Mark 
Karim,Suheila,Jamileh Musadeh. May their 
memory be eternal! 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the 
icons of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim 
Fasheh in 
memory of 
Hanada 
Fasheh for one 
full year. May 
her memory be 
eternal! 

 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Swiess, 
Clayton Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo 
Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn Haddadin  

 
† Poinsettias to adorn the 
Royal Doors in loving memory of 
Nick Sr. and Helen Nicola by 
Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain, 
Nick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Ronald 
and Nancy Nicola and families 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 


