
Sunday, August 10, 2025 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost & Ninth Sunday of Matthew 

After-feast of the Transfiguration of Christ 

Martyr and Archdeacon Laurence of Rome, Hieromartyr Sixtus, bishop of Rome & those with them; 

Venerable Laurence of Kaluga, the Fool for Christ’s sake 

  

On August 10 in the Holy Orthodox 
Church, we continue to celebrate the 
Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we commemorate the Martyr and Archdeacon 
Laurence of Rome, Hieromartyr Sixtus, bishop 
of Rome and those with them. 

Emperor Decius was determined to 
destroy Christianity and Sixtus was quickly 
brought to trial with two of his deacons. Sixtus 
told Laurence that he would die for Christ soon 
thereafter; as soon as they had beheaded 
Sixtus and his deacons, Laurence was 
apprehended. Beforehand, Laurence had 

placed all of his affairs and the affairs of the church in order. 
Immediately before his martyrdom, Laurence safeguarded the church 
valuables and healed four people. Laurence did not want to deny 
Christ and advised Emperor Decius to reject his false gods. Decius 
refused, and Laurence was beaten, and then placed on a gridiron over 
a fire. Roasting in the fire, Laurence thanked God and mocked the 
emperor for his paganism. Laurence gave up his pure and heroic soul 
to God on August 10, 258.  

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Laurence of 
Kaluga, the Fool for Christ’s sake. 
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THE EPISTLE 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. 

God is known in Judaea; His Name is great in Israel. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (3:9-17) 

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s husbandry, God’s building. 
According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise architect I laid a 
foundation, and another builds upon it. Let each one take heed how he builds upon it. For 
no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
everyone’s work will become manifest; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 
by fire, and the fire itself will test each one’s work of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which 
was built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as by fire. Do you not know that 
you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone corrupts the 
temple of God, God will corrupt him. For the temple of God is holy, whose temple you are 

 

. إلَهنَا، الرَّبَّ  وأَوْفوا صلُّوا   
.يهوذا  أرض   في  معَْروف   الله   

(17-9ٌ:3ٌ)ٌٌٌ.كورِنْثوسٌٌٌأهْلٌٌِإلىٌالأولىٌالرسولٌٌِبولُسٌٌَالقِدّيسٌٌِرِسالَةٌٌِمِنٌٌْفَصْلٌ   
الل    وب ناءه   الل    حَرْثه   وأنْتهمْ   الل ،   مَعَ   عام لونَ   حْنه نَ   إنَّا  إخْوَةه،   يا .   وآخَره   الَأساسَ   وَضَعْته   حَكيم   كبَنّاء    لي،   المهعْطاة    الل    ن عْمَة    ب حَسَب    أنا  

لُّ   فَلْيَنْظهرْ .  عَلَيْه    يَبْني  د    كه عَلَيْه    يَبْني   كَيْفَ   واح  . ،  غَيْرَ   اسا  أَس   يَضَعَ   أَنْ   أَحَد    يَسْتَطيعه   ل   إذْ    المسيح  يسوعه   وههوَ   المَوْضوع  .   كانَ   فَإنْ   
ذَهَبا    الأساس    هذا  عَلى   يَبْني  أَحَد   ة    أو  جارَة    أَوْ   ف ضَّ ت بْنا    أو   حَشيشا    أوْ   خَشَبا    أَوْ   ثَمينَة    ح  . د    كهلّ    عَمَلَ   فَإنَّ      يَوْمَ   لأنَّ   بَيّ نا ،   سَيَكونه   واح 

،  عْلَنه يه   لأنَّهه   سَيهظْه رههه   الرَّبّ   نه   بالنار  لّ    عَمَلَ   الناره   وسَتَمْتَح  د   كه ههوَ   ما  واح  . ،   على  بَناهه   الذي   عمَلههه   بَق يَ   فَمَنْ    أهجْرَة    فَسَيَناله   الأساس  .   ومَن    
،   عَمَلههه،   احْتَرَقَ  النار    في  يَمهرُّ   كَمَنْ   وَلَك نْ   ههوَ   وسَيَخْلهصه   فسَيَخْسَره . مْ؟  ساك ن    الل    روحَ   وأنَّ   الل    له هَيْكَ   أنَّكهمْ   تَعْلَمونَ   أما   ده   مَنْ   فيكه   يهفْس 

هه   الل   هيكَلَ  ده ،  الل   هَيْكَلَ  لأنَّ  الله   يهفس  .أَنْتهم وههوَ  مهقَدَّس   
 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (14:22-34) 

At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 
side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up 
on the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the 
Disciples’ boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; 
for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, 
walking on the sea. But when the Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately He spoke to 
them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is 
Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat 
and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, 
and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out His 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, 
“Truly, Thou art the Son of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to land at 
Gennesaret. 



 

ٌ(34-22ٌ:14ٌ)ٌٌٌ.الطاهرٌوالتلميذٌٌِالبَشيرٌٌِالإنجيليٌٌِّمَتَّىٌالقدّيسٌبِشارَةٌٌِمِنٌٌْشريفٌ ٌفصلٌ   
،   ذلكَ   في لوا  أنْ   تَلاميذَهه   يسوعه   اضطَرَّ   الزمان  الجهموع  يَصْر فَ   حَتّى  العَبْر    إلى   ويَسْب قوهه   السَفينةَ   يَدْخه . موعَ،   صَرَفَ   ولمّا   دَ   الجه   صَع 

دَهه وَحْ   ههناكَ   كانَ   المَساءه،  كانَ   ولَمَّا.  ل يهصَلّي  الجبل    إلى  وحْدَهه  . ،   تَكهدُّها  البَحْر    وسَط    في  السَفينَةه   وكانَت       كانَتْ   الريحَ   لَأنَّ   الَأمْواجه
ة   لَها  مهضادَّ . نْدَ    ،  م نَ   الراب عَة    الهَجْعَة    وع  مْ   مَضَى   الليل  يا    إلَيْه  البَحْر    على  ماش  . يا    التَلاميذه   رَآهه   فَلَمَّا   ،  على  ماش   وقالوا  اضْطرَبهوا  البَحْر 

وا  الخَوْف    وم نَ   ،"خَيال    هه إنَّ " صَرَخه . مْ   فَل لْوَقْت     تَخافوا  ل  ههوَ،  أنا   ث قهوا،: "قائ لا    يَسوعه  كَلَّمَهه . ،   يا: "قائ لا    بهطْرهسه   فَأَجابَهه "   نْتَ   إنْ   رَبُّ   أنْتَ   كه
الم ياه  على   إلَيْكَ   آت يَ   أنْ   فَمهرْني  ههوَ، . تعالَ : "فَقالَ "   . يسوع  إلى  آت يا    الم ياه    على   ومَشى  سَفينَة ،ال  م نَ   بهطْرهسه   فنَزَلَ "   . ةَ   رَأى   فَلَمّا   دَّ   ش 

 ، ،   بَدَأَ  وإذْ   خافَ،  الريح  ني   رَبُّ   يا : "قائ لا    صاحَ   يَغْرَقه ،   قَليلَ   يا : "لهه   وقالَ   ب ه ،  وأَمْسَكَ   يَدَهه   يَسوعه   مَدَّ   ول لْوَقْت  !"  نَجّ  "  شَكَكْتَ؟  ل ماذا   الإيمان 
الريح سَكَنَت   ينَةَ،السَف  دَخَلا  ولَمَّا . الل   ابْنه  أنْتَ   بالحَقيقَة  : "قائ لينَ  لَهه  وسَجَدوا  السَفينَة   في كانوا  الذينَ  فَجاءَ   .   إلى جاءوا عَبَروا،  ولَمَّا " 

.جَنّيسارَت  أرْض    
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations for Heritage Booth at Festival 

During the past few Festivals, there were multiple inquiries about purchasing used Middle Eastern items/ 
souvenirs at the Heritage Booth.  We would like to gather unwanted items from our parish.  

If you have anything to donate, please contact Dn. Nicholas Adranly at 510-207-1796 for more information. 
 
Festival Dance Group for Kids 

We are trying to put together a small group to dance at our upcoming festival. Children between the ages of 5-10 
(around that age) and willing to learn and be dedicated. Please contact Rania Kashou 415.722.0774. (Text is fine) 
or Irene Guajardo.  

Couple of rules:  

* You must come to church every Sunday starting August 3rd September 14th. 
* You must ready to stay at lease 30-45 minutes after church for practice.  
* You must be available on both festival days (performance in the earlier part -time TBD) 
 
Krispy Kreme Fundraising Campaign 
Another exciting fundraiser! Campaign is good until December 31. 
How it works! 
1. Order place an order using the link or QR code. 
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens 
2. Support 50% of each Original Glazed Dozen you order is donated back to the organization. 
3. EnjoyVisit your local Krispy Kreme to pick up your Original Glazed Dozens! 
 

Dave & Buster's Fundraising Campaign 

We have something new and exciting!! 
Dave & Buster's fundraising campaign will begin NOW until December 31, 2025. Get Your Power Cards through 
St. John link. 

 

How it works!  
1. Place an order using St. John fundraising link. Here is the link:  
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-
campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1 
And/or ask:  Rania Kashou 
2. 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to the organization. 
3. Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!  
 Awesome gift for kids, grand kids, parents, even yourself. Who doesn’t like to play??  
This link can be forwarded to friends, families, neighbors, coworkers, businesses, anyone!!  
 

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/60225-st-john-church-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59958-st-john-church-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1


 
 
Upcoming Events 

Thursday, August 7th Paraklesis for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

Wednesday, August 13th Parakeisis for the Virgin Mary at 6 pm. 

Thursday, August 14th Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the feast the Dormition of the Theotokos at 6 pm. 

Sunday, August 17th Six months memorial service for the servant of God George Wahbeh, 
offered by Afaf Wahbeh and family. May his memory be eternal! 

Sunday, August 31st Nick Nicola and Family will offer the 40 Day Service for the handmaiden of 
God Najat Nicola. May her memory be eternal! 

Sunday, September 7th 40 day memorial service for the handmaiden of God Aida Youakim. May her 
memory be eternal! 

Sat-Sun, Sept. 20th-21st  St. John’s annual Middle Eastern Food Festival 
 

Coffee Hour 

August 10 Dan and Mona Thayer 

August 17 Afaf Wahbeh; 6 month memorial for George Wahbeh 

August 24  
 
 
 

 
 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Nick Nicola, Sam Nassab, Sandy Dudum 
Bennett, Fairouz Freij,  George Adranly, Fred 
Addas, Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka.  and 
Norma Khalil. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Najat 
Nicola. May her memory be eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family in memory of Aida 
Youakeem. May her Memory be Eternal! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Messih. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
Rocky Dudum. Many years! 
† St. John Parish Family for the good health of 
George Cawog. Many years! 
† Marc Johnston, Monica Mikhail and Chris and 
Dalia Martsolf for the good health of their parents 
Moira, Zaid, Mark and Gaia. Many years!  
 

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons 
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in 
memory of Hanada 
Fasheh for one full 
year. May her memory 
be eternal!

 
† Altar Servers: 
Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn 
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason  
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden 
Karanikola 
 

 



 



 



 
Grapes for the feast of 

Transfiguration offered on 
Sunday by Nick Nicola and family 

in memory of Najat Nicola.  
 

May her memory be eternal! 

 

 



 



 

 

 



LET’S GET ROLLING & BAKING…in our new kitchen!! 

Saturday, 8/9 and 8/23 

            

    Saturday, August 9th at 9:30    Saturday, August 23rd at 9:30 

We need all hands on deck to help roll grape leaves and make spinach pies for the 

upcoming festival.  We'll have coffee and treats and always enjoy our time working 

together. Please let Rula A. know if you can help. It’s a blessing to work together.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Building Committee Update 

It's punch list time! Believe it or not, we are nearing the finish line. The Building Committee and the architect 

have met with the contractor to review a preliminary punch list of items that need to be completed prior to 

the building inspection for occupancy. These items include things like acoustic wall panels, signage, HVAC 

grills, fire extinguishers, etc.  

Additionally, outside the scope of the original contract with Petra, we have ordered the major kitchen 

equipment. Some equipment has been delivered, some is on order and custom countertops and 

workspaces are being fabricated.  

We are looking at majority completion in just a few weeks, and then working with city and county officials 

for inspections. The timing of inspections is out of our complete control, but we are hoping to complete 

these soon to acquire occupancy certificates.  

Of course there will still be some work to complete that has not yet been budgeted or contracted such as 

trellises and landscaping. 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 
 


