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FEAST OF PALM SUNDAY:
ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST INTO JERUSALEM
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Palm Sunday

On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the
Sunday of Palms, we celebrate the radiant and
glorious festival of the Entrance of our Lord
Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.

Jesus came to Bethany on the Sunday falling
before the six days of the Mosaic Passover. On
the following day He sent two of His Disciples,
who brought Him a donkey on which He sat to
enter the city. And when the great multitude
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they immediately took palm branches in their
hands and went out to meet Him. All cried, “Hosanna! Blessed is He that cometh in the
Name of the Lord, King of Israel!” The branches of palm trees were a symbol of Christ’s
victory over Satan and Death. And the meaning of “Hosanna” is, “We pray Thee, save.”
The donkey’s colt, which was still an untamed animal, and impure according to the law, as
well as Christ’s sitting thereon, symbolize the former savagery and impurity of the Gentiles;
and their subsequent taming and obedience to the holy law of the Gospel.

THE EPISTLE (For Palm Sunday)

Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians. (4:4-9)

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice! Let your forbearance be
known to all people. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your petitions be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are honorable, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are
of good report; if there is any virtue, and if there is any praise, think about these things.
The things which you both learned and received, and heard and saw in me, these things
do; and the God of peace will be with you.



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (12:1-18)

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who had died
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with Him. Mary took a pound of costly
ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her
hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, one of His Disciples (he who was to betray Jesus), said, “Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not
because he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the
moneybox he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her
keep it for the day of My burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not
always have Me.” When the great crowd of the Jews learned that He was there, they
came, not only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised
from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because
on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The
next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying,
“Hosanna! Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!”
And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of
Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s colt!” His Disciples did not
understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that
this had been written of Him and had been done to Him. The crowd that had been
with Jesus when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet Jesus was that they heard He
had done this sign.
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Love your Neighbor

April — Archdiocese Collection for Palm Sunday (April 9, 2023)

Each year, the Archdiocese asks each parish to take a collection to help support the
Patriarchate in Antioch on Palm Sunday. This will be our “neighbor” for the month of April.

Flowers for The Bier gewal) Jiai of Christ .

Offered by Jack and Sylvia Dudum and family in memory of John and Misadeh
Dudum and family; Elias and Nahiel Nazzal and family; Butros and Nabiha Dudum
and family; also by Sam Khoury for the continued good health of Sam, Yessie,
Sam Jr. and Sofia Khoury. Many years!

Upcoming Events
Saturday, April
8th

Sunday, April 9th

Lazarus Saturday liturgy at 10:00am.

Rose bake sale. Contact Denise at 925-360-3350 about your
participation in baking.

Palm Sunday Easter Basket Raffle. Please bring your gourmet
goodies to Rima Kashou.

Sunday, April 9th

Sunday, April

16% 2023 Pascha/Easter

Sunday, April One year memorial service for the handmaiden of God Kh. Patricia
2319 2023 Romley. May her memory be eternal!

Coffee Hours
April 9th Bake Sale
April 16t Easter



http://www.alphaomegachurchsupplies.com/Furnishings/Epitaphios/Epitaphios-116.html

Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:

t+ St. John Parish Family for the good health of

Khalid Haddad (Fairouz Freij's nephew), Nick

Nicola, Nadia Frangieh, Souhila Swies,

Noha Schulze, George Messih and Aida

Youakeem. Many years!

Also, for the good health of their family!

St. John Parish Family for the good health of

Jane Nassif. Many years!

St. John Parish Family for the good health of

Nick Nicola. Many years!

St. John Parish Family for the victims of the

earthquake in Syria and Turkey. For the good

health of the survivors and memory eternal for

the departed!

t+ St. John Parish Family in memory of Mariam
Munayr. May her memory be eternal!

t+ Fuad and Nadia Swiess for the good health of
Mounir Haddad. Many years!
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Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:
1 Ibrahim -
Fasheh in
memory of
Hanada Fasheh
for one full year.
May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, Clayton
Morgan, Elias Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James Dudum and
John Dudum

+ Palms for Palm

Sunday are Q “\‘\\m \U .
offered by Jim == " =
and Denise f—ﬁ//%/%\\}’;c"
Dudum for the :fif’;' —
good health of i
their family.

Happy and blessed Palm Sunday!

t Also, in memory of John, Misadeh, Audie
& Mary Dudum and Jim and Rose
Romley. May their memoirs be eternal!

St. John Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

You could use this QR code for your donation




Holy Week Schedule

April 8t: Lazarus
Saturday

Liturgy of Lazarus’ Saturday at 10:00am

April 9" : Palm Sunday

Matins at 9:00am, Divine Liturgy at 10:00am
Bridegroom Service iall 33ba at 6:30pm

April 10t : Holy Monday

Bridegroom Service i)/ s2l=at 6:30 pm

April 11t : Holy Tuesday

Bridegroom Service i/ s2l=at 6:30 pm

April 12t : Holy

Holy Unction (sl <y 3l 33ba gt 6:30 pm

Wednesday
April 13 : Holy Vesperal Liturgy and Washing of the Feet at
Thursday 10:00am

Passion Gospels at 6:30 pm

April 14" : Holy Friday

e Royal Hours, Vespers and Taking the Body
from the Cross — 2:30 pm

e Lamentations _ilia// L )lé7at 6:30 pm

e Vigil at Christ's Tomb at 9:00pm

April 15" : Holy Saturday

Vesperal Liturgy at 10:00am
Rush Service 10:30 pm followed by the Divine
Liturgy

April 161" : Great and
Holy Pascha

Agape Vespers at 1:00pm
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EASTER
EGG HUNT

APRIL 15TH AFTER 10AM SERVICE

FOOD AND CANDY « EGG HUNT
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY « CRAFTS
BRING YOUR OWN BASKETS

for Volunteers and/or Donations
Please contact Rania Kashou 415.722.0774 or
Kimberly Bailey 925.408.5128
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: PV118/2023
Palm Sunday, 2023

To be read from the pulpit and printed in the bulletin.
Beloved Brother Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, and Christ-loving Faithful,
Jovous festal greetings to you in the Name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ!

Today the Lord enters triumphantly into Jerusalem, strniding forward as humanity’s champion
in order to do battle with our greatest enemies: sin, death, and the devil. By enduring the Cross,
He will defeat them all and inaugurate a new and transcendent life of “righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17). Therefore, He is praised in churches throughout the
world with the joyous words of this hymn: “We also, like the children, bearing the symbols of
victory, cry to Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that
cometh in the Name of the Lord!”

As 1s the custom in our archdiocese, we remember today our Father in Christ, Patriarch
JOHN X, and all our brothers and sisters of the Patriarchate of Antioch in its historic
homeland of the Middle East. As we wave our palm branches and shout, “Hosanna!” they are
doing the same. As we proclaim this ancient Faith in the New World, they are keeping it alive
in the apostolic and historic places of its advent. We are one with them, and they are one with
us—one Body stretching across an ocean yet beating with one heart.

Sadly, however, as we worship in peace and prosperity, our brothers and sisters overseas are
suffering disaster after disaster. For this reason, we again ask you to give in support of the
patriarchate and its humanitarian work. Through your donations you can provide some
comfort to our brothers and sisters in need and also stand with them as they provide love and
help to so many others. Please give generously.

Wishing you all a deeply meaningful Holy Week and a glorious Pascha, I remain,

Yours in Christ,
#Metropolitan ANTONIOS
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Metropolitas
Patriarchal

hle, Baalbek, and Dependencies
ar of New York and All North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”™ (Aets 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, N| 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355T napatvicar@gmal.com  (201) 871-7954 F




