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SUNDAY, APRIL 06, 2025
TONE 8 /7 EOTHINON 8; FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT
COMMEMORATION OF OUR RIGHTEOUS MOTHER MARY OF EGYPT

EUTYCHIOS, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE; VENERABLE PLATONIDA OF NISIBIS IN SYRIA
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Sunday of St. Mary of Eqypt

wwmmm On the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, it was ordained that we make
remembrance of our Godly Mother Mary of Egypt.

Once, during the Honorable Fast, the priest-monk Zosimus withdrew
into the wilderness. He caught sight of a withered woman named Mary;
her hair was white as snow. Mary then told Zosimus that she was born
in Egypt and at the age of 12 began to live a life of debauchery in
Alexandria for 17 years. One day, she went to Jerusalem to enter the
church to venerate the Honorable Cross. However, some invisible
force restrained her. In great fear, she gazed upon the icon of the
Theotokos in the vestibule and prayed that she be allowed to enter the
church, all the while confessing her sinfulness. She was then permitted
to enter the church. Having venerated the Cross she again entered the
vestibule and, before the icon, gave thanks to the Mother of God. At
that very moment she heard a voice saying: “If you cross the Jordan,
you will find glorious rest!” Mary left for the wilderness and remained
there for 47 years in repentance. She bade Zosimus to come back in one year with Holy
Communion, which he did. The following year, on Holy Thursday, April 1, 522, Zosimus
discovered Mary’s lifeless body, and buried her. Thus, the Lord glorifies penitent sinners. The
Church exalts and exemplifies Mary to the faithful in Great Lent as an incentive for repentance
that brings entry into the Heavenly Kingdom.

THE EPISTLE
Make your vows unto the Lord and perform them.
God is known in Judah; His name is great in Israel.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:11-14)

Brethren, Christ having appeared a High Priest of the good things to come, through the greater
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; neither
through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, entered in once for all into the
holy place, having found eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood
of bulls and goats and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish
to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

Al
Ligll S5 Jsdshy Jsla.
cJeil) 6 ke das) isgs il S Cigpea iU
(14-11:9) . caliadl () Jpmsl) Gudgs Q) Llay Gy {Jiid
D&QAUJL;\‘LM&M)LQAS\}?L;\M w\uﬂmwjghma\@u&u\‘@;\h
U'“J'”ﬁ ub.u ('aJ U\S u\ 4.1\2[ L}J.\\ c«\JS J;}S bhb 9).4 u.n\dﬂ‘)” d;qa\.wuem d.\ dj;‘;j u.u}.u ed.l u.u.\b %H\
D 4 Akt S V) ol 63 cmansal) 53 (3L 68 canall jedail 23438 Cpudinl e i3 dlie Sl
A & bm@A\ gung\wes)gtmﬁgup

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (10:32-45)
At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them what was to happen to Him, saying,
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and the
scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles. And they will mock Him,
and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and after three days He will rise.” And James and John,
the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and said to Him, “Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do
for us whatsoever we shall desire” And Jesus said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And
they said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Thy right hand and one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said
to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | drink, or to be baptized
with the baptism with which | am baptized?” And they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them,
“The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be baptized.
But to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called
them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever
would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be servant
of all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for
many.”
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Love Your Neighbor

April = Archdiocese Collection for Palm Sunday (April 13, 2025)

Each year, the Archdiocese asks each parish to take a collection to help support the Patriarchate
in Antioch on Palm Sunday. This will be our “neighbor” for the month of April.

Thank you for a Successful Ladies Luncheon

A special thank and appreciation from the heart to all who supported the ladies luncheon last Sunday we raised
$1,400. The nextluncheon is in June and we encourage all our parishioners to attend and support us, the minimum
donation is $20 children 6 and under are free and it is much cheaper than going out to have lunch at a
restaurant. We look forward to have more families to come forward and sponsor future luncheons in 2025. All the
proceeds of 2025 luncheons will be towards the building fund. Thank you

Help with the Easter Eqg Hunt

Our 3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt is fast approaching, coming up on April 19th! We are looking for some volunteers
and donations to help make this event a memorable one for all of our youth at St. John’s! Please review the SignUp
Genius link (https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10COE45A8A929AA8-55762312-stjohns#/) and sign-up to donate
some items or volunteer to help set-up/tear down and during the event!

We have created an Amazon Wishlist for the event, please take a look if you are able to help purchase any items:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1348DHSHRJZJR8?ref =wl _share

Please reach out to Rania or Kimberly if you have any questions:

raniamariekashou@gmail.com

kimberlynicola@gmail.com

Thank you!
Kimberly Bailey

PROJECT MEXICO & ST. INNOCENT ORPHANAGE

At St. John's, many of our teens have had the opportunity to volunteer to build homes for communities in need in
Northern Mexico, just across the US border (about 30 minutes from San Diego). We have some interest in taking
a group down this summer, June 12-18th. This is a wonderful, transformative volunteer experience as part of "a
mission to build hope, one home at a time" and has been a blessing to participate
in. https://www.projectmexico.org/homebuilding#gl

The homebuilding program is open to all teens 14 years & above or adults of any age!!! Younger teens under 14
can join along with a parent chaperone. If you're interested or have questions, please contact Rula
Adranly rulaadranly@comcast.net or Nadine Potts nbhpotts@sbcglobal.net.

Flowers for The Bier g/ (daiof Christ .

We are asking for donations for the flowers for the Bier of Christ. Please let Fr. Nicholas know if you
can donate flowers.

Upcoming Events

Friday, April 4t Akathist/Salutations g at 6:30 PM
Monday, April 7t Great Compline Sl a4 83%ba at 6:00 PM
Wednesday, April 9 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at 6:00 PM

Screening of “The Island”, a movie about a small Russian monastery in Alaska

H th
Saturday, April 5 at St. Michael Archangel Orthodox Church, See flyer below for details.

Sunday, April 6" Prison Ministry Easter Card Writing Workshop after Divine Liturgy.

Saturday, April 12t Lazarus Saturday Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

Sunday, April 13 Palm Sunday ¢xilxdll sl at 10 am. The Triumphant Entrance of Our Lord into
' Jerusalem!

Rose Bake Sale. Please call denise @ 925 360-3350 for pre oder of Easter

i th
Sunday, April 13 cookies and Fadwa Samara @ 510 909-0119 for pre order of Atayef.

Coffee Hour
April 6" Raif and Sonia Rihani for the good health of their family!
April 13" Coffee available. No host because of the bake sale.
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Holy Week Schedule

April 12t : Lazarus Saturday Lazarus Saturday Liturgy at 10:00am.

Matins at 9:00am, Divine Liturgy at 10:00am

Bridegroom Service il 33ba at 6:30pm

Bridegroom Service (s $2l=at 6:30 pm

Bridegroom Service sl s2l=at 6:30 pm

Holy Unction (sl <y 3l 83a gt 6:30 pm

Vesperal Liturgy and Washing of the Feet at 10:00am

Passion Gospels at 6:30 pm

April 18" : Holy Friday e Royal Hours, Vespers and Taking the Body from the
Cross — 2:30 pm

e Lamentations _ili~/ L léiat 6:30 pm

e Vigil at Christ’'s Tomb at 9:00pm

Vesperal Liturgy at 10:00am

Rush Service 10:30 pm followed by the Divine Liturgy

Agape Vespers at 1:00pm

April 13" : Palm Sunday

April 14" : Holy Monday
April 15" : Holy Tuesday
April 16" : Holy Wednesday

April 17t : Holy Thursday

April 19t : Holy Saturday

April 20" : Great and Holy
Pascha

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons
of Christ and the Theotokos offered by:
1+ Ibrahim Fasheh in =
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
t St John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!
T St. John Parish Family in memory of Rose
Freij. May her memory be eternal!

t Victor and Angela Husary for the good health
of Chris Husary. Many years!

T St. John Parish Family in memory of Naim
Nazzal. May his memory be eternal!

1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of
Nabil Tovil. Many years!

T St. John Parish family for the good health of
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years!

T Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

1 Thank you to Ziad and Charlene Nassoura for
donating the communion wine.
God bless you and your children!

1 Palms for Palm
Sunday are offered by
Jim and Denise
Dudum and Family in
loving memory of
John, Misadeh, Audie
and Mary Dudum, Jim
and Rose Romley and Naim Nazzal. May their
memory be eternal!

St. John Orthodox Church
501 Moraga Way

Orinda, CA 94563 You could use this QR code for your donation




ROSE’S ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE
SUNDAY, APRIL 13™

SPECIAL - Lenten lunch boxes will be available to go including
delicious falafel, hummus, zatar bread and more $10 each

Please contact Denise Dudum at 925-360-3350 if you’d like to contribute your
special baked goods or if you'd like to Pre-Order

ST. JOHN'S %

PASCHA -
EGG HUNT

APRIL 19TH,2025 | AFTER MORNING LITURGY

4 < EGG HUNT, BRUNCH, ARTS &CRAFT, & MORE!!
®® ¢
1
™
8¢
.?3 ﬁ 7 |F YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AND/OR DONATE
. PLEASE CONTACT RANIA KASHOU

) ! OR KIMBERLY BAILEY
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URGENT CALL TO ACTION

7YEAROLD
GAZAN GIRL
IN THE US

NEEDS ASTEM
CELL DONOR NOW (

\a
Your stem cells could save her life \/

or the life of any searching patient

ETHNICITY IMPACTS COMPATIBILITY

A donor match for this Palestinian child is
most likely an 18-40 year old Arab person in the U.S.

my.nmdp.org/Swab4Palestine | text Swab4Palestine to 61474

NMDP will send you a free buccal swab kit by mail. NMDP was founded in 1987 as Be the Match
and follows the strictest privacy protocols - all data is anonymized and secure

PLEASE SEND THIS TO 10 ARAB PEOPLE

DHUABM IMABAA AYHIMHA

ITETP MAMOHOB

AMUTPHIE AKOKED EMETOP CYXOPY KOB S

7:00 p.m., Saturday, April 5, 2025
1 Arch 1 Orthod Church, 2425 Olivera Rd., Concord
IN RUSSIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES m BRING YOUR OWN SNACKS

S3AECH TIPONUCXOAUT HEOBBACHUMOE

1 B1




Dine & Donate

A dine and donate fundraising event, where *
a portion of a restaurant's sales on a specific
day are donated to our church when mention
St.John and/or show the flyer. Essentially
creating a win-win situation for both the
restaurant and St. John. Plus you can gather
with fellow community members and have
no mess to clean. Additionally you don't
have to cook or worry about what to eat that day. :)

9TKS

THE KEBAB SHOP

IS GIVING
50% BACKTO:

?john Orthodox
Church

Thursday, Apr 24
All day

The Kebab Shop

2359 Oak Grove Rd Bldg H
Woalnut Creek, CA 94598

To participate in this fundraiser, show this flyer during checkout at the
store or order online at order.thekebabshop.com using the fundraiser
coupon code below.

Code for online ordering:

FUNDRAISER

This fundraiser event is between St. Jahn Orthodox Church and The Kebab Shop. The Kebab

Shop will donate 503 of qualifying food and beverage sales to St. John Orthedox Church.

Additional sales exclusiens may apply including: Delivery, Catering. any other prometions. FoRcE
Offer velid only on select date(s) and location(s). Offer void if flyer is distributed in or near the A 1 GOOD

store. The Kebab Shop may impose additional terms and conditions.

FUNDRAISER



His Eminence
The Most Reverend

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of

Metropolitan SABA All North America

The Right Reverend Diocese of Los Angeles

Bishop ANTHONY And the West
March 27, 2025

Dear reverend clergy, parish council officers and faithful parishioners:

As you know, every year, in the West and throughout the Archdiocese, in every geographic and
administrative area, there have been organized, promoted and established Parish Life Conferences.

In the West, there have been and continue to be dedicated persons who, over the years, have worked
to refine and expand these conferences, so all of us can enjoy the experience of sharing, caring and
growing in our life in Christ, in His Body, the Church.

The historical beginnings and social pedigree of these Conferences can be generally discovered in the
post-World-War-1I American experience, where all ethnic and national groups formed the so-called
“melting pot” of U.S. political identity. It was at this time when America was not so much multi-
cultural as it was an acculturation of all social, cultural, ethnic, linguistic and national peoples. It was
the time of the GI Bill, when higher education was available to returning veterans and where that—at
the time—uniquely American home expansion called “urban sprawl” and numerous neighborhood
subdivisions crowded the city landscapes of urban centers and spread across every state and farm.

Though I am simplifying this development of Conferences, they were planned for us around the senior
SOYO organization of our Archdiocese. These early years saw very large conventions and gatherings
that celebrated their Orthodoxy along with their appreciation for being here, in what they called a
“God-protected land,” as it was known among many immigrant groups.

We have, since then, been blessed with a dynamic addition of—in the words of Scripture—"“the
redeemed for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev. 5.9b; cf. 7.9). We are
more than a big tent; we have a domed stadium!

With that review, our Metropolitan and our Archdiocese still schedule PLCs and expect our clergy and
parishes to support, attend, participate in and promote our host parish’s PLCs.

We have many opportunities and obligations that are admirably publicized by the PLC organizing
volunteers, as has been mentioned previously.

In this regard, I have taken an informed survey of our priests concerning the overall challenges of time,
resources and benefit that come from PLCs today. I have heard of the challenges of costs, which are
only increasing, both in general and for attending our Conferences.

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

454 South Lorraine Boulevard ¢ Los Angeles, California, 90020



Page 2 of 2

This year, as I compose this memorandum, the PLC is three short months away, and we cannot
assemble all the desired venues of parish needs, such as: stewardship, teen group development, young
adult groups, etc. Be assured, however, that we will work on giving our clergy more tools and resources
for their parish needs in future PLCs, as we work to include them.

We need to start to build expectations and participation this year. As we work together to grow and
evolve our Conferences in the years to come, this year’s PLC will be primarily a social and liturgical
gathering, but it will definitely include some workshops and inspiring take-away messages. So, we
would not want anyone to evaluate its value on preconceived or biased bases. Come and see!

Since I was in seminary, PLCs were obligatory for pastors, and our Metropolitan expected us at the
Conference (exclusive of obvious reasons for being absent and pre-excused permission not to attend).

To mitigate costs, we are working with the Order of St. Ignatius and certain individuals who may be
willing to help with travel, room and other expenses, so we can come together. And I believe it is really
important for us to be together. Beyond specific offerings of workshops and such, it is often those
conversations on the sidelines, and those relationships we forge when we are together in person, that
prove invaluable. Finally and crucially, we can get out of our parochial boundaries at the PLC, as we
gather from across the West, clergy and laity around the Bishop, to make manifest the larger Body of
Christ.

We must build a spiritual and social camaraderie with each other. In fact, the Divine Liturgy—the
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful—may be explained in this way: community of the
gathering, for the communication of the Word, to become One in communion with His Body—
community, communication, communion. That’s the ideal of Parish Life Conferences, and it is still
relevant today!

Yours in Christ,
+ ﬁf.d/ opP M m/
+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Los Angeles
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America



l u}’l RIUCY

FIS GR LL|

CALIFORNIA FISH GRILL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
St. John

Church

Thursday, June 12 at 11AM-8PM
2910 Ygnacio Valley Rd. Bldg. G
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 P—

California Fish Grill will donate 25% of sales from this E -

event back to the organization. Simply present this C
flyer, mention the organization upon ordering or scan E E

the QR code at kiosk.

.F

If placing an order online, please enter code at checkout: fund2025

A BETTER WAY To (2afood-
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JACK'S WILL DONATE 15% OF PROCEEDS

PRESENT THIS FLYER (OR SIMPLY MENTION THE ORGANIZATION ABOVE)
AND JACK'S WILL HAPPILY DONATE 15% OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE SALES.

ST. JOHN CHURCH
5/19/25

RESTAURANT & BAR

60 CRESCENT DRIVE
PLEASANT HILL | 84523 | (925] 848-6185

ILOVEJACKS.COM
SUNDAY-THURSDAY: BAM-8PM | FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 8AM-10PM




