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SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2025 : NEW SUNDAY OR ANTIFPASCHA
SUNDAY OF THOMAS THE APOSTLE, CALLED “THE TWIN”
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HIEROMARTYR SIMEON, BISHOP OF JERUSALEM AND THE KINSMAN OF THE LORD;
JOHN THE CONFESSOR, ABBOT OF THE MONASTERY OF THE CHASTE

Thomas Sunday

On the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate the
celebration of Christ's Resurrection, and the occasion
" whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s side.
' This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-
Pascha. The last term means “in place of Pascha” because
- Thomas did not immediately hear of Christ’s Resurrection and
disbelieved it. Starting with this day, the Church dedicates
Sunday to the celebration of the Resurrection.

As the Disciples were gathered on Pascha, Jesus entered and
greeted them in His usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.”
Then He showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate with His Disciples and reassured them of
His Resurrection. However, Thomas was not with them at that time, and insisted upon seeing the
Savior's wounds—the print of the nails in His hands and feet, and the spear in His side—before he
would believe that Jesus was risen. Eight days later, Christ appeared again to the Disciples, this time
with Thomas present. The Master told Thomas to see and feel His wounds. Then Thomas immediately
cried out, “My Lord and my God!” But Jesus tells His Disciples, “Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe.” This event also clearly illustrates the human and divine Natures of Christ.

THE EPISTLE
Great is our Lord, and great is His strength. Praise ye the Lord, for the Lord is good.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the
apostles; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. None of the rest dared to join
them, but the people magnified them. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and
laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of
them. The people also gathered from the cities around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the chief priest rose up and all who
were with him, that is, the sect of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they laid their hands on
the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors and brought them out and said: “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people
all the words of this Life.”



http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be to you.” When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you. As the Father has sent me, even so | send you.” And when
He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the twelve,
called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the
mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, | will not believe.” Eight days later, His disciples were
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among
them, and said, “Peace be to you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands;
and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered Him,
“‘My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, you have believed because you have seen Me.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name.
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Love Your Neighbor

April = Archdiocese Collection for Palm Sunday (April 13, 2025)

Each year, the Archdiocese asks each parish to take a collection to help support the Patriarchate in Antioch on Palm Sunday.
This will be our “neighbor” for the month of April.

Thanks for a Great Easter Egg Hunt!

Christ is Risen. Truly he is risen! We're so grateful for everyone's
contribution, the teamwork and donations make our Pascha Egg
Hunt event a success! Takes a lot of helping hands and giving
hearts to pull off any event. Everyone's efforts were greatly
appreciated and don't go unnoticed. The young adults helped with
setting up, the teens enthusiasm to help the young ones in arts :
and crafts, and having a picture opportunity with the Easter bunny. =~~~ =

A large attendance of all ages all around our grounds, 45 kids counting down to pick up around 1000 eggs all over
our grounds was only a site should be sight.

Many Blessings,  Rania & Kimberly

PROJECT MEXICO & ST. INNOCENT ORPHANAGE

At St. John's, many of our teens have had the opportunity to volunteer to build homes for communities in need in
Northern Mexico, just across the US border (about 30 minutes from San Diego). We have some interest in taking
a group down this summer, June 12-18th. This is a wonderful, transformative volunteer experience as part of "a
mission to build hope, one home at a time" and has been a blessing to participate
in. https://www.projectmexico.org/homebuilding#dl

The homebuilding program is open to all teens 14 years & above or adults of any age!!! Younger teens under 14
can join along with a parent chaperone. If you're interested or have questions, please contact Rula
Adranly rulaadranly@comcast.net or Nadine Potts nbhpotts@sbcglobal.net.

Best Ever Rose Bake Sale

Best ever Rose Bake Sale $6,688 headed by Denise Dudum who always dedicated her love and time towards the
sale. Thank you Denise and all the ladies who donated, helped, prepared and baked the dessert, arranged the
lunch boxes, and handled the sale, your dedication and hard work is very much appreciated. The proceed will be
added to the ladies accounts towards the our future kitchen equipments. Thanks again!

Mother’s Day luncheon on Sunday May 4th at 1:30pm
Melo’s restaurant 644 San Ramon Blvd, Danville
Let’s get together to honor our mothers, wives, grandmothers, godmothers and aunties To show them our love and
appreciation for a Mother’s Day luncheon, no cooking or cleaning. $50 per person, Pizza for children 12 and under
is $12 per child.
Menu: salad
Choice of entrée
1) Chicken Marsala
2) Or
2) Lasagna
Soft drink
Alcohol on your own
For reservation and payment please call Mona Thayer by May 1st at 925 918-2170.
Thank you

Upcoming Events
Fgunday, May 4t | Mother’s Day Luncheon at Melo’s Restaurant at 1:30pm

Coffee Hour
April 27t Sponsor Needed
May 4t Sponsor Needed
May 11t Sponsor Needed
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Holy Oblations

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:

t St John Parish Family for the good health of
Nick Nicola, George Messih, Sam Nassab,
Sandy Dudum Bennett, Fairouz Freij, Henriette
Hilal and Aida Youakeem. Many years!

t Victor and Angela Husary for the good health
of Chris Husary. Many years!

T St. John Parish family for the good health of
Samir and Pat Jeha. Many years!

T Romley, Farradj and Lawyer families in
memory of Kh. Patricia Romley. May her memory
be eternal!

t St John Parish Family for the good health of
George Adranly. Many years!

Candles for the altar table and in front of the icons

of Christ and the Theotokos offered by

1 Ibrahim Fasheh in
memory of Hanada
Fasheh for one full
year. May her memory
be eternal!

1 Altar Servers:

Nathan Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias

Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew Freij, Mazyn
Haddadin, James Dudum, John Dudum, David
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron Juha and Zaiden
Karanikola

1 Thank you to Ziad and Charlene Nassoura for
donating the communion wine.
God bless you and your children!




His Eminence - 2 ; Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend ‘ . and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 155/2025

Great and Holy Pascha - 2025

Beloved in Christ:

The Most Reverend Hierarchs,

The Reverend Priests and Deacons,

And the devout People of God in this blessed Archdiocese,

Christ is risen! I greet you with the most beautiful proclamation on this radiant and divine
Pascha. I offer my heartfelt prayers for each of you daily, asking for God’s abundant mercy and the

joy of victory over death—every kind of death—for all of you.

I will not address the glorious event of the Resurrection from a doctrinal perspective today, but
instead, I wish to offer a brief reflection.

In our Church, each feast is a moment where we relive the event itself. At Pascha, as you know, we
walk with our Lord Jesus through every step of His salvific journey, culminating in His
resurrection from the dead. The Cross precedes the Resurrection; death precedes life. This is why
we begin our Paschal celebration on Great and Holy Friday evening, In the middle of the service,
immediately after the chanting of the lamentations for the death of the Lord, we begin chanting
the Resurrectional verses: “Blessed art thon, O Lord, teach me thy statutes.”

There is a beautiful tradition in some churches where this funeral service begins with clergy
wearing dark purple vestments, the color of the Lenten season. Then, following the lamentations,
they change into white vestments. It is worth noting that white, the color of the Resurrection,
becomes predominant in the church coverings and clergy vestments following the service.

All of this is an outward expression affirming that the Cross (death) and the Resurrection are one
inseparable event. If we walk with Christ in His Passion, it is to prepare for the joy of His
Resurrection.

Thus, it is only the repentant—those who recognize their sins and feel the need to be freed from
them—who know how to crucify their sins with Christ, bury them in His tomb, and rise with Him
in His Resurrection, striving toward the face of the Risen Lord. Then their eyes become fixed on
Christ the Risen One, and through His Resurrection and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
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they come to understand that they are called to live not on earth, but in heaven—and thus realize
that their Christian calling is to make earth itself a piece of heaven.

After our Christ defeated death, we now understand

by the grace of the Risen Lord—that we are
responsible for transforming the world and restoring it to the Kingdom of God, beginning by
purifying it from sin. But we have also begun to understand that this great work does not begin
with others — it begins with us and within us.

What remains is for us to live a new life: a life free of sin, a life the world does not know, for it is
according to God’s will, not our own. I invite you to reflect with me on words written by
Metropolitan Georges Khodr on Pascha 2014, when he had reached the age of ninety-one:

“I am a crossing, O Lord, until I meet You. Do not allow me to distract myself: ‘Shine Your face
upon Your servant, that I may become of Your light. Take me to You, that I may know You. Do
not leave me in the wilderness of this world. Do not leave me prey to the beasts. Come, for in
Your coming I am formed. If You come to me, I will complete my journey toward Your face, O
Lord. If 1 see You, Your face becomes my world. Nothing benefits me but Your face. That is
Pascha. Let no other face distract me from You. Fix my eyes upon it. Each day, I desire Your face,
O Master. Let it suffice for me as my life. Train me to see You as my all in this age and the one to
come, so that I may understand You are existence itself. Discipline me to forsake all things to see
You. If T attain You, You will take care of me. I will become Paschal in You. And if I reach You,
my journey ends.” (From "Who Am I at Pascha," Pascha 2014)

May the joy of our Risen Lord flood your hearts at all times.

Yours in the Risen Christ,

/S ala

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
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The Most Reverend ~ and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA AN All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
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URGENT CALL TO ACTION

7YEAROLD
GAZAN GIRL

' GREAT CAUSE S iU

\ W
Your stem cells could save her life N /

or the life of any searching patient

JACK'S WILL DONATE 15% OF PROCEEDS
PRESENT THIS FLYER (OR SIMPLY MENTION THE ORGANIZATION ABOVE) ETHNICITY IMPACTS COMPATIBILITY

AND JACK'S WILL HAPPILY DONATE 15% OF FOOD AND BEVERAGE SALES.

ST. JOHN CHU RCH A donor match for this Palestinian child is
5/19/25 most likely an 18-40 year old Arab person in the U.S.

RESTAURANT & BAR my.nmdp.org/Swab4Palestine | text Swab4Palestine to 61474

B0 CRESCENT DRIVE NMDP will send you a free buccal swab kit by mail. NMDP was founded in 1987 as Be the Match
PLEASANT HILL I 94523 I (925) B48-8195 and follows the strictest privacy protocols - all data is anonymized and secure
ILOVEJACKS.COM

SUNDAY-THURSDAY: 8AM-8PM | FRIDAY & SATURDAY: BAM-10PM PLEASE SEND THIS TO 10 ARAB PEOPLE

Celifornic

FISH GR LL|

CALIFORNIA FISH GRILL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
St. John

Church

Thursday, June 12 at 11AM-8PM
2910 Ygnacio Valley Rd. Bldg. G
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 _——

California Fish Grill will donate 25% of sales from this E -

event back to the organization. Simply present this .
flyer, mention the organization upon ordering or scan E

the QR code at kiosk.

If placing an order online, please enter code at checkout: fund2025

A BETTER WAY TO W




Dine & Donate

A dine and donate fundraising event, where
a portion of a restaurant's sales on a specific
day are donated to our church when mention
St.John and/or show the flyer. Essentially
creating a win-win situation for both the
restaurant and St. John. Plus you can gather
with fellow community members and have
no mess to clean. Additionally you don't
have to cook or worry about what to eat that day. :)

9TKS

THE KEBAB SHOP

IS GIVING
50% BACKTO:

?john Orthodox
Church

Thursday, Apr 24
All day

The Kebab Shop

2359 Oak Grove Rd Bldg H
Woalnut Creek, CA 94598

To participate in this fundraiser, show this flyer during checkout at the
store or order online at order.thekebabshop.com using the fundraiser
coupon code below.

Code for online ordering:

FUNDRAISER

This fundraiser event is between St. Jahn Orthodox Church and The Kebab Shop. The Kebab

Shop will donate 503 of qualifying food and beverage sales to St. John Orthedox Church.

Additional sales exclusiens may apply including: Delivery, Catering. any other prometions. FoRcE
Offer velid only on select date(s) and location(s). Offer void if flyer is distributed in or near the A 1 GOOD

store. The Kebab Shop may impose additional terms and conditions.

FUNDRAISER



Fellowship Hall Update

Due to delays out of our control from
county officials, we had to slow the pace
of construction work, but thankfully, this
past Friday the inspectors have come and
approved us to continue moving forward.
As you can see from the pictures, the
ceiling in the hall is completed, with final
light fixtures and sprinkler heads to be
installed shortly. The walls, floors and
fixtures are installed in the restrooms, and
§ we are awaiting partition walls as well as
«= lighting and ceiling panels. The kitchen
~ hoods are installed and walls are going
up. Painting is moving ahead this week
and hall floors are to be installed soon
after. Members of the parish are working
with the building committee and
contractor to finalize kitchen equipment.

As we are approaching hall completion and occupancy, we are resuming work on our
donor recognition plaque. The list attached shows the names of the donors to the hall
that have donated $1,000 or more since 2013. We ask that you let us know soon if we
have inadvertently misspelled any names, or if you would like to change the way your
donation is recognized on the plaque. Also, if you would like to know your exact
contribution amount that we have on record, please contact the church office.To date,
we have received more than $925,000 in direct donations, not counting contributions
from church events such as the crab feed, dinners, and the Men's Fellowship and Ladies
of St John. We would like to show that we have raised more than $1 million dollars,
and are asking all to consider their donations to see if we can close the $75,000 gap
before we finalize the plague design. However, we kindly ask that you do not divert
your pledges and donations from the parsh operating funds to do so.

We thank you all for your contributions of time, talents and resources to this project,
for your patience as we approach the finish line, and we look forward to a wonderful
celebration in the new fellowship hall soon!



St. John Financial Snapshot
Year to Date Actual Finances as of 03/31/2025

0,
2025YearToDate 2 °fTotal 5004 vear to Date
INCOME Income
-$5K difference vs. YTD 2024.
-$6K difference vs. 2025
Membership Pledges $ 38,908 21% $ 44,387 |Budget.
Tray Collections $ 4,271 2% $ 3,474
Preschool Contribution $ 106,280 59% $ 58,172
Crab Feed and Festival $ 21,011 12% $ 23,499
Related to prior year. Add'l
$5K expected in December
Ladies Contribution $ 5,000 3% $ - |2025.
Other** $ 6,051 3% $ 5,221
Total Income $ 181,521 100% $ 134,753
Total Expenses $ 159,491 $ 99,198
YTD Net Income $ 22,031 12% $ 35,555
**Other includes bookstore, candles, flowers, palms, coffee hour, memorials, weddings, baptisms.
weddings, prior year pledges
Building Fund Balance $ 761,943.83
Those who wish to see the full financial summary should contact Parish Council
Treasurer Andrew Thayer
St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563




