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SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026; TONE 2 / EOTHINON 4

THIRD SUNDAY OF PASCHA: SUNDAY OF MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN, JOSEPH OF
ARIMATHAEA & RIGHTEOUS NICODEMUS
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On April 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
, commemorate the Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of Amasea
with Venerable Glaphyra; and Stephen, bishop of Perm. On
this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast
of the holy Myrrh-bearing women. And we also
commemorate Joseph of Arimathaea, the secret disciple,
and Nicodemus, the disciple by night. The women went to
Christ’s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His body, only to
discover it empty. We know the names of only eight of these
women: Mary the Theotokos, the “mother” of James and Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed
from his previous marriage (Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene; Mary, the wife of Cleopas;
Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee; Susanna; and Mary and Martha, the
sisters of Lazarus. Joseph was a rich and noble man, and a member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He
dared to ask Pilate for the undefiled body of our Savior, which he took and buried in his own new tomb.
Accompanying Joseph to the sepulcher was Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one of the leaders of the
Pharisees. Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm the body of Christ.

THE EPISTLE

The Lord is my strength and my song.
With chastisement has the Lord chastened me.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7)

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multi{)lying, the Hellenists murmured against the
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily ministry. And the twelve summoned the
multitude of the disciples and said: “It 1s not right that we should forsake the word of God to serve
tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and
of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.” And the sayin]gl %)leased tlz’ whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochoros, and Nikdnor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nikolaos a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands
upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
exceedingly, and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.


http://www.stjohnorinda.org/
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8)

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking
for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate
wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was
already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to Joseph.
And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him
in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath was
past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb
at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from
the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back — it was very large. And
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe; and they
were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified.
He is risen; He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that
He 1s going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly
and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.
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Upcoming Events

April 24" | yesper Service on Saturday at 6:00 PM
. h
April 26' One year memorial service for Donna Potter
May 3™ 40 days memorial service for the servant of God Christopher Jaber on Sunday May 3rd. May his
memory be eternal!
May 3™ Ladies meeting after coffee hour. All welcome to join
15t and 3™ St. Anastasia’s Fellowship for those struggling with substance abuse. 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
Sundays month. 6pm meeting; 7pm Readers Paraklesis at St. John’s. Contact Joseph: (310) 227-9848

Coffee Hour

April 26" Siham Mitry for the one-year memorial for her daughter Donna Potter.

May 3" Luis and Joan Henriquez

May 10%" By Men’s Fellowship of St. John’s in honor of mothers, grandmothers and godmothers.

May 17" Fairouz and Family in memory of Angel on her birthday

June 14" Mona Thayer for the good health of Thayer and Messih Families

Ho IV O blations Candles for the altar table and in

front of the icons of Christ and the
Theotokos offered by:
t Ibrahim Fasheh in memory of
- Hanada
Fasheh
for one

This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:
T St John Parish Family for the good health of Nick Nicola,
Sandy Dudum, George Messih, George Adranly, Fred Addas,
Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Rocky Dudum
and Norma Khalil. Many years!
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of John Freij. Many

years! full year.
t St. John Parish Family for the good health of Ron and Ruth Jeha May her
Many years! memory
1 St. John Parish Family for the good health of Bradley Yowakim. be
Many years! eternal! _

t St John Parish Family for the good health of Rocky Dudum. T Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis,
Many years! Clayton Morgan, Elias

t St John Parish Family for the good health of Sue Gideon. Many Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew

years! Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James

1 Jim and Aileen Jaber and family in memory of Christopher Jaber. Dudum, John Dudum, David

May his memory be eternal! Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason

1+ St. John Parish Family in memory of Sam Nassab. May his Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron

memory be eternal! Juha and Zaiden Karanikola




St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation

501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Announcements

Bake Sale Thank You
Christ is Risen... Indeed He is Risen!

A special thank you and appreciation to the leader of Rose bake sale, Denise Dudum, and all the
ladies who from their hearts have donated and baked the delicious sweets sold at Palm Sunday and
thanks to our parishioners and guests who purchased and took it home. All the proceed of $6,984. will
be added into the Ladies account. Thank you to the ladies who have read the epistles in Arabic and
English and those who delivered beautiful sermonettes during the month of March.

In Christ, Fadwa

Ladies Meeting
Sunday May 3": Ladies meeting after coffee hour, all are welcome to join.

St. Nicholas Summer Camp: Three Holy Youths

St. Nicholas is putting on a summer camp; Camp Three Holy Youths will take place Thursday, July 23 through
Monday, July 27 at Daybreak Camp in Felton, California. $300 per camper for ages 8 years and older. Adults can
volunteer. The Antiochian Archdiocese has created step-by-step instructions for setting up an account and
registering campers. Please see flyer and link. Would be nice to get a group from St. John to join. Here is the
link: www.campthy.com

Dave N Buster's Promotion

Dave N Buster's promotion is almost over. Quick way to give back. How it works:

1. Order: Place an order using the link below

2. Support: 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to St. John’s.
3. Enjoy: Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!
Please pass link to friends and family. Use this link:

https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm campaign=ocmp copy url&utm medium=social&utm source=offers
promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDIzIjpGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAIEXAHNYdGMGYXBwX2IkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcy
OAABHhM100ePvkG 0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG aem Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-

9Ra6b7w



http://www.campthy.com/
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w

ST. JOHN FIRST ANNUAL TALENT SHOW

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026 IN OUR NEW HALL AT
7:00 PM

REFRESHMENTS SERVED DURING AND AFTER
THE SHOW

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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DAVE N BUSTERS

GET TOGETHER K
TO” HELP OUR FUNDRAISER

‘SUNDAY MAY 3RD AT 1PM.

2075 DIAMOND BLVD STE. H180,
CONCORD, CA 945260

PURCHASE YOUR GAME CARD THROUGH
ST. JOHN LINK.
INVITE FRIENDS
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www,campthy.com

Thursday July 23
#*Monday July 27" 2026
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Volunteer Opportunities Available
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WELCOMING

Rew. Tr. ndhew /e

SATURDAY 1 6 AT 5:30 PM

2026

THE PASADENA HILTON
168 SOUTH LOS ROBLES AVENUE
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE:

c— WWW.SCVORTHODOX.COM/GALA-2026 «~— ,
OR SCAN QR CODE BELOW
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St. John Financial Snapshot
Year to Date Actual Finances as of 03/31/2026

2026 Year ToDate 0 ©f Total 5555 vear 1o Date
INCOME Income
+$9K difference vs. 2025 YTD.
+$5K difference vs. 2025
Membership Pledges $ 47,675 26% $ 38,908 |Budget.
Tray Collections $ 4,260 2% $ 4,271
Preschool Contribution $ 96,439 53% $ 106,280
Crab Feed and Festivall $ 19,854 11% $ 21,011
Ladies account to now hold end-
Ladies Contribution $ - 0% $ 5,000 |of-year balance of $5K.
Other** $ 12,201 7% $ 6,051
Total Income $ 180,428 100% $ 181,521
H——
Total Expenses $ 134,228 $ 159,491
YTD Net Income $ 46,200 26% $ 22,031

**Other includes bookstore, candles, flowers, palms, coffee hour, memorials, weddings, baptisms.

weddings, prior year pledges

Hall Rental Revenue Net of Expenses Current Month YTD
$ Amount $ 386 | $ (2,809)
| Building Fund Balance | $ 405,697.00 |

Those who wish to see the full inancial summary should contact Parish Council
Treasurer Andrew Thayer




May Your Humility Receive My Words, Elder Joseph
A Tribute to Elder Joseph of St. Nektarios Monastery of Roscoe, New York
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The monkis a man of prayer. The power of his prayer is shown by the outpouring
of divine grace upon him. This is reflected in an inner peace unshaken by
storms, and a warmth of welcome and hospitality surpassing the finest
manners of the most polished social circles. It is the hospitality of Christ
Himself, free from all human flattery and social formalities.

As for the radiant, cheerful countenance that reflects the clarity of heaven and
the Kingdom of God on earth, He grants it to some of His faithful ones. | could
see all these qualities in the face of Elder Joseph of St. Nektarios Monastery of
Roscoe, New York, upon whom many graces from God were manifest. | dare to
speak of them now, after he has gone to the dwellings of the Lord.

This is what | saw in you from the moment | met you for the first time, and it
increased throughout three years, up to our last meeting. You did not change,
nor were you altered. Even the grievous illness you endured in recent years was
not an obstacle that prevented the heavenly light from shining on your face for
a single moment; rather, it only increased. Nor did your physical pains conceal
the gentle, transparent smile on your face!

How ashamed | felt when | learned that you had postponed receiving your
chemotherapy by a day or two in order to hear my last confession, especially
when | saw signs of fatigue upon you. | asked you then, “Are you in great pain,
Father?” And so that | would not worry about you, you answered roundaboutly,
with heavenly gentleness and a smile not of this world: “The chemotherapy
dose tires me, and afterward, | spend several days as though | were dead!” Your
answer was like an arrow that pierced me with the measure of love you carried!

By your conduct, you taught me the importance of faithfulness to the Lord until
the final breath. Through you, | came to understand that faithfulness, and the
deeds and labors that accompany it, are what draw forth the grace of God. This
is what | had also learned from our Holy Fathers; yet in you, | saw it embodied.



Fromyou, | learned that we struggle while knowing that our ascetical efforts do
not grant us “merit” before God; yet He, glory to Him, sees our labors for His
sake and grants us His grace, which sanctifies our lives and reflects His light
within us. You also taught me, Father, that our God does not always grant this
grace so that He may preserve us from pride. But what | witnessed in you was
that He poured out His grace upon you abundantly and preserved it in you
richly, after He saw your labors before Him and your faithfulness to Him.

His grace appeared in you through the joy that marked your face, which you
transmitted to your striving monks. We know, Father, that with joy the Gospel of
our Lord began: “l bring you good tidings of great joy” (Luke 2:10), and with joy
it was also concluded: “And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke
24:52). We know that this joy of which the Gospel speaks is joy from God, not
from ourselves, yet we often seek it in the wrong places.

But you offered yourself wholly to the Lord of joy, and He in turn granted you this
gift, which you tasted to the full. Therefore, we now await you asking it for us, in
your love, from the Lord beside whom you have come to stand, that He, through
your intercessions, might grant it to us, and especially to your monks, so that
your joyful presence may continue among them and, through them, be
conveyed to us. This is what consoles your children, Father. | am entirely
hopeful that you will not withhold this request from us, knowing how greatly we
all need true joy—and that there is no true consolation or gladness except in
the presence of the Lord of joy in our midst. You tasted Him best. Your
faithfulness to Him and your labors before Him drew His grace upon you in
abundance, and your humility preserved it in you always.

O earthly angel, you were the greatest blessing God granted me after my
coming to America. You were my greatest consolation in my new ministry. How
| will miss you, and how | will miss your advice! Yet, | am confident that your
presence inthe fathers and monks of the monastery will remain; and within that
family, through whom you granted me the blessing of being spiritually one of
them, | will find what you always gave me.



Today, after you have been wholly set free and have become entirely His, we all
have hope and confidence that He will speak to you His blessed word: “Enter
into the joy of your Lord,” for you “were faithful over a little; | will set you over
much” (Matt. 25:21). Our consolation foryour departure from us is that you now
dwell in the light that does not fade, a light whose brilliance will shine in you
more and more.

From there, from the Kingdom of God, remember us, the unworthy. From there,
| ask you to remember me and the flocks of Christ whose service He entrusted
to me, and to forgive me for being unable to attend your funeral.
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Recognition
level

Cornerstone

Patron

Benefactor

Provider

Supporter

St John Fellowship Hall Donor Recognition

Names of Donors

Hanada |. Fasheh

Rick and Sandra Dudum
Jack and Sylvia Dudum

Keith Dudum
The McClintic Family
Joseph Sweis and Family

Sami and Kathy Adranly
Jay Cawog and Family
James and Denise Dudum
Rocky and Nada Dudum
Nick and Deena Farrah

Dn. Nicolas and Rula Adranly
George and Samar Adranly
ADOBE — matching gift for
Hanna Family
Anonymous
Dominick and Joby Aranda
George and Freida Cawog
Ibrahim Fasheh
Jordis Fasheh
Lisa and David Hanna
and Family
Phillip and Gina Jaber
Jawad and Violet Jaber

Jason and Lena Dudum
Fuad and Nadia Sweiss

Jon and Larissa Geleris

Stephen and Angela Kreta
Orthodox Vision Foundation

Elias and Samia Shaheen

Ernest and Noha Shulze and Family

Ron and Ruth Jeha, in Memory of
Michael Elias Jeha

Sam and Yessenia Khoury and Family

Ron and Nancy Nicola

Fady and Joumana Najjar

The Potts Family

Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain

Raif and Sonia Rihani and Family

Eddie and Evleen Salem

Daniel and Mona Thayer

Samir and Abba Toubassy

Ramsay Zacharia



Partner

Friend

Anonymous

Naim and Laila Adranly and
Family

John and Dina Freij

Miranda Halaby

Sandy Hodges

John and Sylvia Jaber

Leila Farradj

Lynn and Usama Farrad;j

Saleem & Samya Abudawood
Costa & John Adranly and
Family

Jack Ajluni

Anonymous

Richard and Joyce Ayoob
Anthony and Kimberly Bailey
Sandy Bennett

William and Judith Bosl

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol

Chris and Bethany Cichon
Challenger Enterprises

Dana Dietzmann

Daryl and Katherine Dudum
J.D. and Jessie Dudum

Luke and Tim Ernst

F&M Bank

Fadi and Rana Feghali

Alex and Helen Ghantous
Khalil and Leila Hakeem

The Kassouf Family

Ronald Issac

JDO Dakota Ventures

Mary Karadsheh

Maha Kury-Peterson
Brandon Laidlaw

Azmie and Melanie Madanat
Chris and Eva Malki
Margaret Mas

Fred and Tanya Milkie

Issam and Rania Freij
Salem and Antoinette Mufarreh
Fady and Jumana Najjar
Darron Rishwain
George Theodosy
Suzanne & Nabil Taovil
In Memory of Najat Nicola,
Ghada, Nassif and Yasmina Malouf
Jeanne Shikany

Siham Mitry

Myers Restaurant Supply
George Najjar

Samer & Maram Nassar

Sam & Nelly Nassif

Dn George and Jane Nassief
Ramzi and Marina Nassoura
Ziad & Charlene Nassoura
Naim and Helen Nazzal

Susan Nazzal

Nicholas Luengo Construction
Nick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Family
Antone Nino

Fadwa Samara

Samir and Caroline Syriani
Sami and Alia Sahouria
Andrew Thayer

Steven Thayer

The Kebab Shop Restaurant
John and Jan Theodosy

Samir and Abla Toubassy

In Memory of Dwight Underhill
Robert and Katrina Waddell
George and Afaf Wahbeh
Kamal and Samar Wahbe
Nabil and Souhila Wakileh
William Wood Architects
Hala Yowakeem

Samir and Nadia Zeidan



Builder

George E. Adranly

Felice and Eric Ajluni
Howard & Marilyn Ashcraft
Eman Baalbaki

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Randy and Barbara Bray

Ken Bullock Ins & Fin Services
Robert and Renee Crawford
Mary Cubeisy

Dn. John and Irena Dibs
Herb & Tania DeGroot

Tony Dudum

Fuad and Mary Farradj
Naim & Nadia Frangieh
Fairouz Freij

Fred and Sue Gedeon
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