
Sunday, April 26, 2026; Tone 2 / Eothinon 4 

Third Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of Myrrh-Bearing Women, Joseph of 

Arimathaea & Righteous Nicodemus 

الفصح بعدَُ الثالِثُِ الأحدُ. السَحَر صلاة ُ  

تَّقيُ، الراميُ  يوس ف الطيبُ، حامِلات نيقوديموس والبارُ الم   

Christ is Risen / Χριστός Ανέστη / مالمسيح قا  

============================================================================== 

On April 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 

commemorate the Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of Amasea 

with Venerable Glaphyra; and Stephen, bishop of Perm. On 

this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the feast 

of the holy Myrrh-bearing women. And we also 

commemorate Joseph of Arimathaea, the secret disciple, 

and Nicodemus, the disciple by night. The women went to 

Christ’s tomb on Holy Pascha to anoint His body, only to 

discover it empty. We know the names of only eight of these 

women: Mary the Theotokos, the “mother” of James and Joses, who were the sons of Joseph the Betrothed 

from his previous marriage (Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40); Mary Magdalene; Mary, the wife of Cleopas; 

Joanna the wife of Chuza; Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee; Susanna; and Mary and Martha, the 

sisters of Lazarus. Joseph was a rich and noble man, and a member of the Privy Council of Jerusalem. He 

dared to ask Pilate for the undefiled body of our Savior, which he took and buried in his own new tomb. 

Accompanying Joseph to the sepulcher was Nicodemus, a Jerusalemite who was one of the leaders of the 

Pharisees. Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes to scent and embalm the body of Christ. 

======================================================================== 

THE EPISTLE 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 

With chastisement has the Lord chastened me. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (6:1-7) 

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, the Hellenists murmured against the 
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily ministry. And the twelve summoned the 
multitude of the disciples and said: “It is not right that we should forsake the word of God to serve 
tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. And we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Próchoros, and Nikánor, and Tímon, and Parmenás, and 
Nikólaos a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands 
upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
exceedingly, and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 
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بنَي الرَّب . قُوَّتي وتسَْبِحَتي الرَّب   أَدَباً أدَّ . 
 ( 7-1:6) فَصلٌ مِنْ أعْمالِ الرُسُلِ القدّيسينَ الأطْهار 

يُهْمَ  أرامِلَهُمْ كُنَّ  العِبْرانيينَ بأنَّ  اليونانيينَ على  مِنَ  تَذَم رٌ  التلاميذُ، حَدَثَ  تَكاثَرَ  لمَّا  لْنَ في  في تلكَ الأيامِ، 
ونَخْدُمَ المَوائِدَ.  الخِدْمَةِ اليَوميَّةِ. فَدَعا الإثْنا عَشَرَ جُمهُورَ التَّلامِيذِ وقالوا: "لا يَحْسُنُ أنْ نَترُكَ نَحْنُ كَلِمَةَ اِلله  

ةِ، فَنُقِيمَهُمْ  فانْتَخِبُوا أي ها الإخْوَةُ مِنكُمْ سَبْعَةَ رِجالٍ، مَشْهوداً لَهُمْ بالفَضْلِ، مُمْتَلئِينَ مِنَ الروحِ القُدُسِ والحِكْمَ 
جميعِ الجُمهورِ. فَاخْتاروا   على هذهِ الحاجةِ. ونُواظِبُ نَحْنُ على الصلاةِ وخِدْمَةِ الكَلِمَة." فَحَسُنَ الكَلامُ لدى

وحِ القُدُسِ، وفِليب سَ وبْروخورُسَ ونيكانُورَ وتِيمُنَ وبَرمِنَاسَ ونيقو  لاوُسَ  إستفانُوسَ، رَجُلًا مُمْتَلئاً مِنَ الإيمانِ والر 
سُلِ. فَصَلَّوا ووضَعُوا عليهِم الأيْدي. وكانَتْ كَلِ  مَةُ اِلله تَنْمو، وعَدَدُ التلاميذِ  دَخيلًا أَنْطاكياً. وأقامُوهُمْ أمامَ الر 

 .يَتَكاثَرُ في أورَشَليمَ جِداً. وكانَ جَمْعٌ كثيرٌ مِنَ الكَهَنَةِ يُطِيعُونَ الإيمان
 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (15:43-16:8) 

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking 

for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate 

wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether Jesus was 

already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 

And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen shroud, and laid Him 

in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And when the Sabbath was 

past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might 

go and anoint Jesus. And very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb 

at the rising of the sun. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back – it was very large. And 

entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a long white robe; and they 

were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. 

He is risen; He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that 

He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you.” And they went out quickly 

and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

( 8:16-43:15شريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القدّيسِ مَرْقُسَ الإنجيليِّ البَشيرِ والتلميذِ الطاهِر. )فصلٌ   
، وكانَ هوَ أيضاً مُنْتَظِراً مَلَكوتَ اِلله. فَاجْتَرَأَ ودَخَ  لَ  في ذلكَ الزمانِ، جاءَ يوسُفُ الذي مِنَ الرّامةِ، مُشيرٌ تَقِيٌّ

فاسْتَغْرَبَ بيلاطُسُ أنَّهُ قَدْ ماتَ هَكَذا سَريعاً. واسْتَدْعى قائِدَ المِئَةِ وسَأَلَهُ    .على بيلاطُسَ وطَلَبَ جَسَدَ يسوع
فَاشْتَرى كَتَّاناً، وأنْزَلَهُ، ولَفَّهُ في الكَتَّانِ،    .ولمَّا عَرَفَ مِنَ القائِدِ، وَهَبَ الجَسَدَ لِيوسُفَ   .هَلْ لَهُ زَمانٌ قدْ ماتَ 

ى  وَوَضَعَهُ في قَبْرٍ كانَ مَنْحوتاً في صَخْرَةٍ، ودَحْرَجَ حَجراً على بابِ القَبرِ. وكانَتْ مَرْيَمُ المَجْدَلِيَّةُ و  مريمُ أم  يوسَّ
وُضِعَ  أينَ  لِيَأْتينَ   .تَنْظُرانِ  يَعْقوبَ وسالومَةُ حَنوطاً  أم   المَجْدَلِيَّةُ ومريمُ  اشْتَرَتْ مريمُ  بْتُ،  السَّ انْقَضى  ولمّا 

مْسُ   .ويَدْهَنَّهُ  لِ الُأسْبوعِ وأَتَيْنَ القَبْرَ وقَدْ طَلَعَتِ الشَّ ، "مَنْ يُدحرجُ لنا   .وبَكَّرْنَ جِدّاً في أوَّ وكُنَّ يَقُلْنَ فيما بَيْنَهُنَّ
قَبْرَ، رَأَيْنَ شابّاً  الحَجَرَ عَنْ بابِ القَبْرِ؟" فَتَطَلَّعْنَ، فَرَأَيْنَ الحَجَرَ قَدْ دُحْرِجَ، لأنَّهُ كانَ عَظيماً جداً. فلمَّا دَخَلْنَ ال



: "لا تَنْذَهِلنَ. أنتنَّ تَطْلُبْنَ يسوعَ الناصِ  رِيَّ المَصْلوبَ.  جالِساً عَنِ اليَمينِ، لابِساً حُلَّةً بَيْضاءَ، فانْذَهَلْنَ. فَقالَ لَهُنَّ
لَيْسَ هوَ هَهُنا. هُوَذا المَوْضِعُ الذي وَضَعُوهُ فيهِ. فَاذْهَبْنَ وقُلْنَ لِتَلاميذِهِ ولِبُطْرُسَ   إنَّهُ يَسْبِقِكُمْ إلى  قَدْ قامَ، 

ش. ولَمْ يَقُلْنَ  الجَليل، هُناكَ تَرَوْنَهُ كَما قالَ لَكُمْ." فَخَرَجْنَ سَريعاً وفَرَرنَ مِنَ القَبرِ وقَدْ أخَذَتْهُنَّ الرِّعْدَةُ والدَهَ 
 لِأَحَدٍ شَيْئاً لأنَّهُنَّ كُنَّ خائِفات. 

============================================================================== 

Upcoming Events 
April 24th Vesper Service on Saturday at 6:00 PM 

April 26th One year memorial service for Donna Potter 

May 3rd  40 days memorial service for the servant of God Christopher Jaber on Sunday May 3rd. May his 
memory be eternal! 

May 3rd  Ladies meeting after coffee hour. All welcome to join 

1st and 3rd 
Sundays  

St. Anastasia’s Fellowship for those struggling with substance abuse. 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month. 6pm meeting; 7pm Readers Paraklesis at St. John’s. Contact Joseph: (310) 227-9848 

 
Coffee Hour 
April 26th Siham Mitry for the one-year memorial for her daughter Donna Potter.  

May 3rd  Luis and Joan Henriquez 

May 10th  By Men’s Fellowship of St. John’s in honor of mothers, grandmothers and godmothers. 

May 17th  Fairouz and Family in memory of Angel on her birthday 

June 14th  Mona Thayer for the good health of Thayer and Messih Families  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Oblations 
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by:  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick Nicola, 
Sandy Dudum, George Messih, George Adranly, Fred Addas, 
Henriette Hilal, Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Rocky Dudum 
and Norma Khalil. Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of John Freij. Many 
years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Ron and Ruth Jeha 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Bradley Yowakim. 
Many years! 

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Rocky Dudum. 
Many years!  

† St. John Parish Family for the good health of Sue Gideon. Many 
years! 

† Jim and Aileen Jaber and family in memory of Christopher Jaber. 
May his memory be eternal! 

† St. John Parish Family in memory of Sam Nassab. May his 
memory be eternal! 
 

Candles for the altar table and in 
front of the icons of Christ and the 
Theotokos offered by:  

† Ibrahim Fasheh in memory of 
Hanada 
Fasheh 
for one 
full year. 
May her 
memory 
be 

eternal! 
† Altar Servers: Nathan Sweis, 
Clayton Morgan, Elias 
Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew 
Freij, Mazyn Haddadin, James 
Dudum, John Dudum, David 
Evans, Evan Kawar, Mason 
Kawar, Jonathan Juha, Maron 
Juha and Zaiden Karanikola 



============================================================================== 
St. John Orthodox Church  You could use this QR code for your donation 
501 Moraga Way 
Orinda, CA 94563   

 

 

============================================================================== 

Announcements 

 
Bake Sale Thank You 
Christ is Risen… Indeed He is Risen! 
     A special thank you and appreciation to the leader of Rose bake sale, Denise Dudum, and all the 
ladies who from their hearts have donated and baked the delicious sweets sold at Palm Sunday and 
thanks to our parishioners and guests who purchased and took it home. All the proceed of $6,984. will 
be added into the Ladies account. Thank you to the ladies who have read the epistles in Arabic and 
English and those who delivered beautiful sermonettes during the month of March.  
     In Christ, Fadwa 
 
Ladies Meeting 
Sunday May 3rd: Ladies meeting after coffee hour, all are welcome to join.  

 

St. Nicholas Summer Camp: Three Holy Youths  

St. Nicholas is putting on a summer camp; Camp Three Holy Youths will take place Thursday, July 23 through 
Monday, July 27 at Daybreak Camp in Felton, California. $300 per camper for ages 8 years and older. Adults can 
volunteer. The Antiochian Archdiocese has created step-by-step instructions for setting up an account and 
registering campers. Please see flyer and link. Would be nice to get a group from St. John to join. Here is the 
link: www.campthy.com 

 

Dave N Buster's Promotion 

Dave N Buster's promotion is almost over. Quick way to give back. How it works:  

1. Order: Place an order using the link below 

2. Support: 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to St. John’s. 

3. Enjoy: Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!  

Please pass link to friends and family. Use this link: 

https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers

_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcy
OAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-
9Ra67w 

 

============================================================================== 
 

 

 

http://www.campthy.com/
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w
https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm_campaign=ocmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDlzljbGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHhm1OoePvkG_0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG_aem_Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-9Ra67w


 

 

ST. JOHN FIRST ANNUAL TALENT SHOW 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026 IN OUR NEW HALL AT 

7:00 PM 

 

REFRESHMENTS SERVED DURING AND AFTER 

THE SHOW 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 


