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SUNDAY, APRIL 12™, 2026
SUNDAY OF GREAT AND ALL-HOLY PASCHA

CHRIST IS RISEN ./ Xpiotog Avéotn ./ plé el

Mary Magdalene, and the other women who were present at
the burial of our Saviour on Friday evening, returned from
Golgotha to the city and prepared fragrant spices and myrrh,
so that they might anoint the body of Jesus. On the morrow,
because of the law which forbids work on the day of the
Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But at early dawn on
the Sunday that followed, almost thirty-six hours since the
death of the Life-giving Redeemer, they came to the
sepulchre with the spices to anoint His body. While they were
considering the difficulty of rolling away the stone from the
door of the sepulchre, there was a fearful earthquake; and an
Angel, whose countenance shone like lightning and whose
p garment was white as snow, rolled away the stone and sat
upon it. The guards that were there became as dead from fear
and took to flight. The women, however, went into the

3 4 sepulchre, but did not find the Lord's body. Instead, they saw
two other Angels in the form of youths clothed in white, who told them that the Saviour was risen,
and they sent forth the women, who ran to proclaim to the disciples these gladsome tidings. Then
Peter and John arrived, having learned from Mary Magdalene what had come to pass, and when
they entered the tomb, they found only the winding sheets. Therefore, they returned again to the city
with joy, as heralds now of the supernatural Resurrection of Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by
the disciples on this day on five occasions.

Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was buried on Friday, before the setting of the sun, which
was the first of His "three days" in the grave; observing the mystical Sabbath, that "seventh day" in
which it is said that the Lord "rested from all His works" (Gen. 2:2-3), He passed all of Saturday in
the grave; and He arose "while it was yet dark, very early in the morning" on Sunday, the third day,
which, according to the Hebrew reckoning, began after sunset on Saturday.

As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet and embrace one another in Christ,
thereby demonstrating our Saviour's victory over death and corruption, and the destruction of our
ancient enmity with God, and His reconciliation toward us, and our inheritance of life everlasting.
The feast itself is called Pascha, which is derived from the Hebrew word which means "passover";
because Christ, Who suffered and arose, has made us to pass over from the curse of Adam and
slavery to the devil and death unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In addition, this day of this
particular week, which is the first of all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of the Lord; in honour and
remembrance of the Resurrection, the Apostles transferred to this day the rest from labour that was
formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law.


http://www.stjohnorinda.org/

THE EPISTLE

This is the day which the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad therein.
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever.

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-8).

In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when
he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during
forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me, for
John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they
had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of Israel?” He said to
them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John (1:1-17).

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to
bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but was to bear witness
to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own, and his own received
him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father. John bore witness to him, and cried, “This is he of whom I said, ‘he who comes after
me ranks before me, for he was before me.’” And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
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Upcoming Events

April 197 Memorial service for the servant of God Albert Toubassy (Laila Farradj's brother) on Sunday
4/19/26. May his memory be eternal!
: h
April 26' One year memorial service for Donna Potter
May 2™ 40 days memorial service for the servant of God Christopher Jaber on Sunday May 2nd. May his

memory be eternal!

1%t and 3™ St. Anastasia’s Fellowship for those struggling with substance abuse. 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
Sundays month. 6pm meeting; 7pm Readers Paraklesis at St. John’s.

Please contact Joseph: (310) 227-9848

Coffee Hour
April 12t Pascha!
April 19t In memory of Albert Toubassy

April 26 Siham Mitry for the one-year memorial for her daughter Donna Potter.
Holy Week Schedule
April 9" Holy Thursday Vesperal Liturgy and Washing of the Feet at 10:00am
Passion Gospels at 6:30 pm
April 10" Holy Friday Royal Hours, Vespers and Taking the Body from the Cross 2:30 pm

Lamentations _iliaJ/ & léiat 6:30 pm
Vigil at Christ's Tomb at 9:00pm

April 11t Holy Saturday Vesperal Liturgy at 10:00am
Rush Service 10:30 pm followed by the Divine Liturgy
April 12" Great and Holy Agape Vespers at 1:00pm

Pascha




H oly Obla tions Candles for the altar table and

in fi f the i f Chri
This week, Holy Oblations are offered by: ;’:1;?,?; ?l'hl;oeté(;(%';so?‘fegeglls);:

t St. John Parish Family for the good health of Nick Nicola, Sandy : ;
Dudum, George Messih, George Adranly, Fred Addas, Henriette T IbrahlmFasheh n men;?ry
Hilal, Souhad Halaka, George Cawog, Sam Nassab, Rocky Dudum
and Norma Khalil. Many years!

1 St. John Parish Family in memory of Elia Ansara May his memory be
eternal!

T Nelly Nasif for the good health of her brother Nabil Haddad,
recovering from surgery. Many years!

T St John Parish Family for the good health of John Freij. Many years!
T St John Parish Family for the good health of Eddie Salem Many years!

Hanada Fasheh for one full

t St. John Parish Family for the good health of Ron and Ruth Jeha Many year. May her memory be
years! eternal!

T St John Parish Family for the good health of Bradley Yowakim. Many

years! T Altar Servers: Nathan

1 Siham Mitry in memory of Osama Mitry and his family: Habib, Nabiha, Sweis, Clayton Morgan, Elias
Evelyn, Margaret, Leila, Mitri, and Eugenia. Also, for the good health of Freij, Angelo Freij, Andrew
her great granddaughter Camille Potter on her one-year birthday and her Freij, Mazyn Haddadin,
baptism. James Dudum, John Dudum,
t John and Dina Freij and family in memory of Rose Freij . May her David Evans, Evan Kawar,
memory be eternal! Mason

t St. John Parish Family in memory of Albert Toubassy, the brother of Kawar, Jonathan Juha,

Laila Farradj and Samir Toubassy. May his memory be eternal! Maron Juha and Zaiden

T Jimand Aileen Jaber and family in memory of Christopher Jaber. May Karanikola

his memory be eternal!
T St. John Parish Family in memory of Sam Nassab. May his memory be
eternal!

Announcements

Talent Show
To all participants: Please attend our mandatory rehearsal on Saturday, April 18 at 6:00, here in the church hall.

April 25, Saturday night at 7:00 we will present our Talent Show. Everyone is welcome to attend!! Come enjoy a
night of fun and entertainment!! Here in our new church hall.

Annual Easter Eqq Hunt

Saturday April 11th is our annual Easter Egg hunt event. After morning service. Anyone who would like to co-chair
this fantastic event, please contact Rania Kashou asap 415.722.0774 or raniamariekashou@gmail.com

Bake Sale Thank You
Christ is Risen... Indeed He is Risen!

A special thank you and appreciation to the leader of Rose bake sale, Denise Dudum, and all the
ladies who from their hearts have donated and baked the delicious sweets sold at Palm Sunday and
thanks to our parishioners and guests who purchased and took it home. All the proceed of $4,884. will
be added into the Ladies account. Thank you to the ladies who have read the epistles in Arabic and
English and those who delivered beautiful sermonettes during the month of March.

In Christ, Fadwa

® BBQ Easter Sunday Morning
m There will be a Barbecue early in the morning after
ﬁ the Divine Liturgy of the Resurrection on Pascha.



mailto:raniamariekashou@gmail.com

Flowers for The Bier prwwll  dziof Christ

¢ Donated in memory of John and Misadeh Dudum, Elias and
Nahiel Nazzal. May their memory be eternal! Also, for the good
health of Jack and Sylvia Dudum and their family. Many years!

e Sam and Yessie Khoury For the continued good health of Sam,
Yessie, Sam Jr. and Sofia Khoury. Many years!

e In memory of Ayesh Nasrah and Shawi Khalas. Memory
eternal! And for the continued good health of Gianna, Banks,
William, Jason, Gabriellas, and all of our families. Many Years!

e For the good health of Daniel and Mona Thayer. Many years!

e From Victor and Angela Husary in memory of beloved parents,
Andony, Nazar & parents-in-law, Khamis & Georgette. May
their memory be eternal! Also, for our good health & the good
health of our children, Chris, Tony and Mike. Many years!

e From Afaf Wahbeh and family in memory of George Wahbeh,
Nabil Wahbeh, Hassib Kaileh and Halim Kaileh. May their
memory be eternal!

St. Nicholas Summer Camp: Three Holy Youths

St. Nicholas is putting on a summer camp; Camp Three Holy Youths will take place Thursday, July 23 through
Monday, July 27 at Daybreak Camp in Felton, California. $300 per camper for ages 8 years and older. Adults can
volunteer. The Antiochian Archdiocese has created step-by-step instructions for setting up an account and
registering campers. Please see flyer and link. Would be nice to get a group from St. John to join. Here is the
link: www.campthy.com

Dave N Buster's Promotion

Dave N Buster's promotion is almost over. Quick way to give back. How it works:

1. Order: Place an order using the link below

2. Support: 50% of each Dave & Buster's Power Card purchased is donated back to St. John’s.
3. Enjoy: Visit any Dave & Buster's location to pick up your Power Card and start playing!
Please pass link to friends and family. Use this link:

https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59958?utm campaign=ocmp copy url&utm medium=social&utm source=offers
promo&fbclid=IwdGRjcARDIzIjpGNrBEOXNWV4dG4DYWVtAIEXAHNYydGMGYXBwX2IkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcy
OAABHhM100ePvkG 0fm8xawxQJ43Le3RvnyPqfiFnV5Zkdm5K4TwtTfLnyRofAfG aem Yb1xQra0Y8JUGO4-

9Rab7w

St. John Orthodox Church You could use this QR code for your donation
501 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
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About St. John’s

Today’s article marks the last in the series of messages highlighting how the long-held dream of
building the Fellowship Hall became a reality. Now every Sunday, as parishioners gather for
Divine Liturgy and coffee hour, we are reminded of God’s guidance of and love for our parish.
We again acknowledge and thank the 181 people and families whose contributions enabled our
dream to become a reality.

We once again thank, honor, and recognize those St. John parishioners mentioned in this series of
articles who served on the various committees formed prior to and during construction. Their skills,
knowledge, and devotion to our parish continue a long-standing tradition at St. John of parishioners
sharing their talents in thanksgiving for all of God’s love and blessings. We are thankful too of the
leadership, involvement, and spiritual guidance provided by Fr. Nicholas and Deacon Nicholas
during this project and always.

We all look forward to now utilizing our Fellowship Hall to continuing those traditional events
that have long been the hallmark of St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church. In addition, we
are already seeing and hearing about new initiatives for programs and gatherings that having this

new facility makes possible.

“About St. John’s,” has been the title of the articles about the Fellowship Hall’s construction.
Under this same title, a new series of articles will appear in the bulletin periodically that will be
designed to accomplish two goals. First, stories about the rich history of our parish are being
prepared that we hope will inspire us to continue and build upon our rich tradition. Second, we
plan to utilize the Weekly Bulletin to provide parishioners with more in-depth stories about

ongoing programs and practices that keep our parish moving forward.

In this passage from John 13:34, we find this passage. “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” This kind of spiritual
unity has, thank God, always been, and we pray will always be, a practice and characteristic of
our beloved St. John community.
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Prot. no.: 175/2026
Great and Holy Pascha, 2026
My beloved brother bishops,
My spuritual sons, the beloved priests and deacons,
My beloved i Christ, sons and daughters of the God protected Archdiocese,
I greet you on this great feast, crying out with you: Chust is risen! Truly, He is nsen!

Each year, Pascha returns as a season of light, renewing within us the strength of true
life and the possibility of our transfiguration and that of the world. This is what I pray
for you every day. May you remain always immersed m the joy of the Resurrection.

“The Resurrection and Me”’

My meditation this year on Your Resurrection, O my Christ, carried me to its very end,
so I asked myself why Pascha remains an annual commemoration and does not become
a daily reality in my life. I found the answer m my forgetfulness of eternal life. I realized
that when Ilive on the level of earthly things, I see the Resurrection as no more than a
joyful event. But when eternal life becomes my destination and my desire, I live it
already, here and now, by the power of the life Your Resurrection has brought me, O
my Lord and God.

You told us once: “And this 1s eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Chnst whom You have sent” (John 17:3). Knowing You is either on the
personal level — at the level of one’s very being, not merely of the mind — or it is not
a knowledge that leads to eternal life. This knowledge calls for a longing for Your
heavenly Kingdom, which, the more it s kindled within me, the more I taste it here on
earth.

Abide with me, O Lord, that I may be strengthened by the power of Your Resurrection
and fear death no longer; for life with You 1s life mdeed, and Your absence is true death.
Everything around me and within me seeks life, yet its joy quickly fades. And although
I believe that the true life whose joy never fades is by You and in You, I still fear paying
its price.

“The disciples nere first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org  (201) 871-7954 F



I want the joy of Your Resurrection without passing through the Cross; therefore, I still
stumble and limp between the two. Teach me how to direct my gaze toward Your
Resurrection so that, m its light, I may see the Cross as the passage to the defeat of
death and all that is bound to it.

Strengthen me to overcome whatever prevents me from setting out toward You and
whatever binds me to the glitter and sweetness of this world, so that I may taste Your
grace when You touch me and my spiritual senses may no longer remain dull.

Today I am like the two disciples of Emmaus — troubled, anxious, and afraid of what
1s happening in this world. I long to be with You, for that is far better, but I cannot do
it alone. I need You, and like the two disciples I call upon You: “Abide with us, Lord”
(Luke 24:29), for the evening of this world has grown dark and its day 1s fading;

Abide with me, O Lotd, that my old self may be renewed and I may become a new
person, trampling underfoot all that prevents You from remaining with me.

Abide with me, O Lord, that I may know the power of Your Resurrection, carry Your
Cross with joy, and bear witness to the world that it is the passageway to the
Resurrection.

Abide with me, O Jesus, that I may see the world m the light of Your eyes and be a
witness of joy, peace, and consolation within it.

Abide with me, that by Your Resurrection I may overcome my sins, trample my
deadness, and crush my shortcomings and vices.

Abide with me, break Your bread, and give it to me, that my eyes may be opened and
my heart may burn with love for You, and that I may proclaim what Your presence
works within me.

So, when I c1y out that You are risen, nisen forever, those who hear me will believe me
and know that I am not merely repeating a song I love.

Restore me and Your people, O my Christ, to an everlasting feast, so that our daily
greeting may become: O my joy, Christ is risen!

Your father in the risen Christ,

/S ol

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America

“The disciples nere first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org  (201) 871-7954 F
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Recognition
level

Cornerstone

Patron

Benefactor

Provider

Supporter

St John Fellowship Hall Donor Recognition

Names of Donors

Hanada |. Fasheh

Rick and Sandra Dudum
Jack and Sylvia Dudum

Keith Dudum
The McClintic Family
Joseph Sweis and Family

Sami and Kathy Adranly
Jay Cawog and Family
James and Denise Dudum
Rocky and Nada Dudum
Nick and Deena Farrah

Dn. Nicolas and Rula Adranly
George and Samar Adranly
ADOBE — matching gift for
Hanna Family
Anonymous
Dominick and Joby Aranda
George and Freida Cawog
Ibrahim Fasheh
Jordis Fasheh
Lisa and David Hanna
and Family
Phillip and Gina Jaber
Jawad and Violet Jaber

Jason and Lena Dudum
Fuad and Nadia Sweiss

Jon and Larissa Geleris

Stephen and Angela Kreta
Orthodox Vision Foundation

Elias and Samia Shaheen

Ernest and Noha Shulze and Family

Ron and Ruth Jeha, in Memory of
Michael Elias Jeha

Sam and Yessenia Khoury and Family

Ron and Nancy Nicola

Fady and Joumana Najjar

The Potts Family

Raymond and Georgianna Rishwain

Raif and Sonia Rihani and Family

Eddie and Evleen Salem

Daniel and Mona Thayer

Samir and Abba Toubassy

Ramsay Zacharia



Partner

Friend

Anonymous

Naim and Laila Adranly and
Family

John and Dina Freij

Miranda Halaby

Sandy Hodges

John and Sylvia Jaber

Leila Farradj

Lynn and Usama Farrad;j

Saleem & Samya Abudawood
Costa & John Adranly and
Family

Jack Ajluni

Anonymous

Richard and Joyce Ayoob
Anthony and Kimberly Bailey
Sandy Bennett

William and Judith Bosl

Fr. Nicholas Borzghol

Chris and Bethany Cichon
Challenger Enterprises

Dana Dietzmann

Daryl and Katherine Dudum
J.D. and Jessie Dudum

Luke and Tim Ernst

F&M Bank

Fadi and Rana Feghali

Alex and Helen Ghantous
Khalil and Leila Hakeem

The Kassouf Family

Ronald Issac

JDO Dakota Ventures

Mary Karadsheh

Maha Kury-Peterson
Brandon Laidlaw

Azmie and Melanie Madanat
Chris and Eva Malki
Margaret Mas

Fred and Tanya Milkie

Issam and Rania Freij
Salem and Antoinette Mufarreh
Fady and Jumana Najjar
Darron Rishwain
George Theodosy
Suzanne & Nabil Taovil
In Memory of Najat Nicola,
Ghada, Nassif and Yasmina Malouf
Jeanne Shikany

Siham Mitry

Myers Restaurant Supply
George Najjar

Samer & Maram Nassar

Sam & Nelly Nassif

Dn George and Jane Nassief
Ramzi and Marina Nassoura
Ziad & Charlene Nassoura
Naim and Helen Nazzal

Susan Nazzal

Nicholas Luengo Construction
Nick Jr. and Najat Nicola and Family
Antone Nino

Fadwa Samara

Samir and Caroline Syriani
Sami and Alia Sahouria
Andrew Thayer

Steven Thayer

The Kebab Shop Restaurant
John and Jan Theodosy

Samir and Abla Toubassy

In Memory of Dwight Underhill
Robert and Katrina Waddell
George and Afaf Wahbeh
Kamal and Samar Wahbe
Nabil and Souhila Wakileh
William Wood Architects
Hala Yowakeem

Samir and Nadia Zeidan



Builder

George E. Adranly

Felice and Eric Ajluni
Howard & Marilyn Ashcraft
Eman Baalbaki

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Randy and Barbara Bray

Ken Bullock Ins & Fin Services
Robert and Renee Crawford
Mary Cubeisy

Dn. John and Irena Dibs
Herb & Tania DeGroot

Tony Dudum

Fuad and Mary Farradj
Naim & Nadia Frangieh
Fairouz Freij

Fred and Sue Gedeon
Sandra Gedeon

Benjamin and Ashley Geleris
Zzane & Irene Guajardo
Justin and Julianna Karanikola
Bahij & Yardena Hanhan
Raymond Hilal

Mounir and Muna Hobaika
Angela Husary

Jack's Restaurant

Carol Jeha

Marc Johnston and Monica Mikhail
Jimmy Juha and Family
SamirJuha

Andreas Kamlot

David Kashou

Rania Kashou

Rima Kashou

Sandy Kashou

Norma Khalil

Elia Khalilieh

Peter and Courtney Kreta
Mary Lodge

William and Mary Massarweh
Daniel & Amy McLellan
Mendocino Farms Restaurant
Chris and Dalia Martsolf

Paul and Arwa Mogannam
Alan & Dale Morgan

Khalil Mounzer

Ibrahim Munayer

Marwan Mukhar

William and Jida Nasser
Maureen Nelson

Mark Nicola

Michelle Nicola

Pacer Physical Therapy

Jacob Ritter

Alexis Robbins

Rocco's Restaurant & Pizza
Colin and Elizabeth (Kreta) Roth
Wanda and Leonard Sarkissian
See’s Candies

Jabra & Rania Shuheiber
Marie Simon

Matthew Simon

Summit Landscape Development
Christina Tast

Sami Tawasha

Christina Thabit

TP Wolf

Khalil Yowakeem

Sam & Nevine Yowakim
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